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LIFE OF BUTLER. 



Samuel butler was bom in the parish ol 
Strensham, Worcestershire, in 1612. His father, 
though he owned only a snudl piece of land, worUi 
about eight pounds a year, was enabled to educate 
Imn at a gprammar school; but could not furnish 
him with money enough to make him a member of 
college. His brother and his anonymous biogra- 
pher have agreed to give him a liberal education ; 
but they have prudentiy abstained from informing 
us, at which university he was sent, or in wluit hall 
he resided. 

It seems sufficiently certain, however, that he 
was, for some time, the clerk to a justice of the 
•peace, in Earl's Croomb, in Worcestershire; and 
that, for some reason, and in some capa«a^ty, that 
cannot now be discovere4y he became afterwards 
an inmate of the fiimily of the countess of Kent. 
Here he had the use of a library, and enjoyed the 
conversation of Selden. When or why he quitted 
BO desirable a place, it is in vain to inquire ; but we 
find him next in the fimiily of Sir Samuel Luke* an 
officer under CromweU ; and it was in this atuatioBA 
that he learned how to ridicule the principles and 
characters of the sectaries. But, notwithstanding 
his readence in so republican a family, he seems to 
have preserved his loyalty uncontaminated ; and 
tQ have been one of Hie mailyi who expected, and 
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2 LIFE OF BUTLER, 

I 

one of the few, who gained, the reward of their ser- 
vices, at the restoration. He was made secretary to 
the earl of Carbury, president of the principaUty of 
Wales ; who, when the Court of the Marches was 
revived, conferred on him the stewardship of Lud- 
low castle. 

He now married a lady, or rather, perhaps, a for- 
tune ; which was lost by bad securities. In 1663, 
he published the three first cantos of Nudibras/ 
which, when introduced at court by the earl of 
Dorset, were quoted, studied, and praised by all 
good royalists : but quotation and applause was all 
that the author received. The second part appear- 
ed in 1664 ; when, had not his grace, the duke of 
Buckingham, preferred a mistress to a poet, Butler 
would probably have received some compensation 
for his deserts. 

* Mr.Wycherley,' says Packe, his biogfrapher, *has 
always laid hold of an opportunity which offered of 
representing to the Duke of Buckingham how well 
Butler had deserved of the royal famUy, by writing 
his inimitable Hudibras ; land that it was a reproach 
to the court, that a person of his loyalty and wit, 
should suffer in obscurity, and under the wants he 
did. The Duke alwavs seemed to hearken to him 
with attention enough; and, after sometime, un- 
dertook to recommend his pretensions to his ma* 
jesty. Mr. Wycherley, in hopes to keep him steady 
to lus word, obtained of his Grace to name a day, 
when he might introduce that modest and unfortu 
nate poet to his new patron. At last an appoint- 
ment was made, and the place of meeting was 
a^eed to be the Roebuck. Mr. Butler and his 
friend attended accordingly; the Duke joined 
them ; but, as the Devil would have it, the door of 
the room where they sat was open, and his Grace, 
who had seated himself ne^ it, observing a pimp 
of his acquaintance (the creature too was a kmght) 
trip by with a brace of ladies, immediately quitted 
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Jns engagement to follow another kind of busineas, 
at which he was more ready than in doing good 
offices to men of desert, though no one was better 
qualified than he, botli in regsutl to his fortune and 
understanding, to protect &em; and, from that 
time to the day of his death, poor Butler never 
found the least effect of his promise !' He never- 
theless produced the third part of JIndibras in 1678 ; 
and died, leaving the poem unfinished, in 1680. He 
was buried at the expense of his relation, Mr. 
-JLiOngtieville, in the church-yard of Covent Garden; 
And, about sixty years after his death, a Mr. Barber* 
a printer, and mayor of London, raised a monument 
to him in Westminster Abbey. 

M. S. 

SAMUELIS BUTLEM 

Qtii Stxanshamiae id agro Vigom. ntt. 161S. 

Obiit Lond. 680. 

Vir doctiu impriiuis, aoer, integer; 

Ojiehbus IngcDii, noa item pnemiu. foefix : 

Satyrki apud nos Carmkiis Artifex egregius; 

Quo simuiatse Reltgionis Larvam deir»xit, 

Et Perdueilium scalera liberrime exagttavit; 

Seriptonim in suo genere, Primus et Postremus. 

Ne, cui vivo deerant fere omnia. 

Deesset ettam mortuo Tuinolut, 

Hoc tandem porito mannore» curavit 

JOHANNES BARBER, CivU Londinemis, 1721. 

Such a repository of wit, and, we may add, of 
wisdom, as Butler's Hudibras, would be a complete 
iwonder, if we had not been let into the process, by 
which it was brought into being. * 1 am informed 
(says Dr. Johnson) by Isfr. Thyer of Manchester, 
^at excellent editor of this author's reliques, that 
he could show something like Muckbras in prose. 
H« has in his possession the common*place book, in 
which Butler reposited not such events and pre- 
cepts as are gathered from books, but such re- 
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marks, similitudes, alluaons, assembls^es, or in- 
ferences, as occasion prompted, or meditation pro* 
duced, those thoughts that were generated in his 
own mind, and might be usefully appUed to some 
future purpose.' From the multiplicity of histori- 
<:al allusions, in every page of the poem, we cannot 
believe, that the common-place book of our author 
was exclusively confined to such thoughts onl^ as 
arose in his own mind ; and, indeed, it is the skilftil 
application of such facts and reflections as books 
alone could afford, that constitutes the chief excel- 
lency of this sing^ar performance. The more ra- 
tional account seems to be, that Butler never 
opened a book, or looked into the volume of na- 
ture, without finding something worthy of annota- 
tion and reflection, Ws mind seems to have chal- 
lenged and examined every passing thought and 
occurrence ; and he is one of the few, who have 
taught us by example, that there is no events in 
life, — ^no idea of the mind, — ^no phenomena, in short, 
either in the heavens^ or upon the earth, — ^which 
may not, some time or other, be a source of profit 
or amusement. Who, but Butler, for instance, 
would have made any practical use of a common 
advertisement of a house to let? 

And weave fine eobwebs, fit fbr scuU 
That's empty when the moon is flill; 
Sacb as take lodging^ m a head 
That*! to be let unfamished. 

Pt» 1. Conta /• 

Nor must the naked vulgarity, at which Butler 
80 constantly aims, be reprobated without some 
qualification. He was preceded by a lonj^ line of 
foppish poets, who would die of a rose, or live upon 
a sigh;* and who, at the touch of their pens, turned 

* On a iigb of pity I a year ean live ; 
One tear will keep me twenty it least; 
Fifty a gentle look HfUl give ; &e. Cowley. 
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every spot of ground into a flower-bad, and every 
dwelling into a band-box. The excessive refine- 

We may take tlys occasiui to reraaric, that Butler*> diilagae be> 
tweeti Oran and Eeho is a meve parody of one of Cowley'f 

PhUetiu fir tht Ion of /us MUtreti. 

'Oh! what hath oaaiM my kaiiiiginiM>riei?* 

* Eyes»' Keho taid. * What haa detainHl my eaie ?* 
*£a«e,* straight the reasonable nymph repfies. 
'That nothing «an my troubled mmd appease?* 

* Peace,' Eeho answers. ' What, is any ni|^ T 
Philetns said ; she quiddy atten * Aye.* 

* Is *t Eeho answers ? Tell me then ihy wiO:* 

* I will,' she said. ' What shall I get,' says heg 

* By loving st91 ?' To which 9fae answers, * VL* 

* 111 ? Shall I, void oT wish'd for pleasure, die V 
*Aye.' Shall not I, who toil in ceaseless pain* 

' Some pleasoie know?' * No,' she returns again: 
' False and ineonsUUit Nymph ! thou iftt* said he^ 
' Thou ly'st,' she saidx *and I d^serv'd he* hate, 

* if I should thee belksve.' * Beliere,* said she. 

* For why ? Thy words are of no weight.' 

* Wait,' she answers. * Therefbre FU deparu' 
To which resounding echo answers Fart.* 

Cnoky* 

Oroin, for the loti tf bU Bear, 
<^aoth he, * O whither, wicked Bruin 
Art thou fled ? to my^— Echo, * Rain.' 

* I thought th' hadst scomM to budge a step, 
For &«r.' Qjuoth Echo, * Marry quep.* 

* Am not I here to take thy part? 

Then what hasquail\l thy stubborn heart? 

Have these bones rattted, and this head 

80 o^n in thy quarrel bied ? 

Nor did I ever winch or grudge it 

For ihy dear sake.' Quoth she, * Mom budget.' 

* Think^st 'twill not be laid i' th' dish 

Thou turned'st thy back ?' Quoth Echo, * Fiafa.' 
To run from those th' hadst overcome 
'So cowardly ?* Qnoth Eeho, * Mom.' 

JBitfZff'. 
A 2 
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ment of these poets, — ^their fkstidioud horror of any 
thinp vulgar, — and the extremity, to wluch they 
earned their efforts to separate the * essences of 
things from their commitants,' and take the repre- 
sentation firom the best side of the reality, — seems 
to have so much disgusted the homely taste of But- 
ler, that he verged into the opposite extreme ; and, 
instead of selecting those circumstances, which 
would show the tru^ of things, without their gross- 
ness, he appear^ to tal^e a malicious delight in pro- 
truding the grossness on the yiewy SMid in studiously 
seizing upon those very particulars, which, of all 
others, his predecessors would have been the most 
solicitous to avoid. Take, for instance, the manner 
in which Balpho rouses the knight, when unhorsed 
in the first encounter :-^ 

T\x\i paid, he gently rais'd t^ kmgbt| 
And ^f% him on ^ bym upright. 
To roi^e htm from letbatfpc dainpi 
He tweak'd his ao«e* wiUi gentle thump, 
Knoek'^l on his breast, as if H h^ beei^ 
To r^s^ ilif sfvnrits lodged within; 
They^ wakea'4 ^vi^ ^^^ noise, di4 fly 
From inward room to window eye, 
And gently opening lid, the casement, 
I/0ok*4 out, hut yet with some a^aement. 
This giaded Ralpho Riuch fo see* 
Who thtu bespoke the knight, ^uoth he, 
Tweaking his nose^^ * You are, giiqat ^, 
A self-denying conqueror,,' S^e/ 

* In this passage, tht> author had his eye upon two stanzas of 
Shaksperire^s Venus and Adouis. After the obduracy of the latter 
had thront-n the goddess into a swoon, he takes fright, lest ahe 
should die in earnest, and begins to sec about measncea for her 
reTival :— 

He wrings her nose, he strike* her on her cheeki , 
He bends her fingers, hoMs her pulsea haxd ; 

He chafes her lips, a thousand ways he seeks, 
To mend the heart that his unkindness marr'd ; 

He kisses her; and she, by her good wilL 

"Will never rise, to be will kiss her stHI. 
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Again, when Bruin had been lugged and worried 
in the dirt, — 

gen tle Ttrana into th* ring. 
He wore in 's note conveyed a string, 
With which she nugrchU before, and led 
The warrior to ■ gnaay bed 
(At aathon write) in a eool diade, 
Which eghmtine and roiet made ; 
Cloae by a tofify-murmnring ttmm. 
Where lovers wM to ioU and dre«n : 
There leaving him to hit reyote^ 
Secured firom the purtaic of foet, 
And mating nothing hot a long^ 
A94 • well'tonU tbeorho, hm^ 
vpon a boagh, to eate the paio^ 
^ toiS^M ears suffered, Sec. 

That Butler wrote such burlesque^ rather in the 
spirit of parody, than from any predisposition to 
vulgarity, is apparent from the purer strain, into 
which, in spite of himself^ his muse will occasion- 
ally break forth. Saving a characteristical hit at 
the sonnetteers, the following verses, for instance, 
would hardly be taken for a part of Hudibras. 

The ran grew low, and I^t the diiea, 
Pat down (some write) by ladies* eyes. 
The moon pullM off her veil of Ug^t, 
That hides, by day, her face from tight|— 
Mysterions veil of brightness made, 
Thaft both her luitre, and her shade,— 
And in the lantern of the night, 
With shining homt« hung out her ligiit ; 
For darkness it the proper sphere, 
Where all dlse glories use t* appear. 

The night of sorrow now is tum*d to day : 
Her two Uae windows &intly she up heavetb, 

Like the fiiir Sun, when, in his fresh array, 
He cheers the mom, and all the world relieveth : 

And as the bright sun glorifies the sky, 
80 ii her face illamiaVl by her eye. 



• UVE OF BVTLE&. 

The twinUini^ ttan beKU id mofler, 
And glitter with their borrow'd Imtre, 
While aleep the wearied world reOer'd 
By coanteifeidng death reviv^. 

Thus he could describe the evening. Mormng 
finds him in the usual mood: — 

The ran had long: sinee^ in the lap 
or Thetta, taken out hii nap. 
And, like a lobster boil^i, the nMNn 
From bfaidfc to red began to ton. 

In this meagre sketch, we have omitted to men- 
tion the author's smaller poems. They generally 
consist of parodies, or original drollery; and are 
such as the asindoity of his editors alone has ren- 
dered public. 



HUDIBRAS. 



IN THREE PARTS. 



TO THE READER. 



POETJt nOicitur, nonfit^ Is a sentence of as great 
tmth as antiquity j it being most cerbdn that all the 
acquired learning imiginatle is insufficient to com- 
plete a poet, widiout a natural genius and propen- 
slty.to so noble and sublime an art. And we^may, 
without offence, observe, that many very learned 
men, who have been ambitious to be thought poets, 
have only rendered themselves obnoxious to that 
satirical inspiration our author wittily invokes ; 

Which made them, though it were in spite 
Of Nature and their stars, to write. 

On the other side, some who have had very little 
human learning, but were endued with a large share 
of natural wit and parts, have become the most 
celebrated poets of the age they lived in. But as 
these last are vara aves in terris; so when the Muses 
have not disdained the assistances of other arts and 
sciences, we are then blessed with those lasting 
monuments of wit and learning which may justly 
claim a kind of eternity upon earth: and our au- 
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thor, had his modesty permitted him, might, with 
Horace, have said, 

Exegi mtnumentum an perenniu* ; 

or with Ovid, 

Jatnqut tpu» exqgit gtudnecJmfi* braneeignlt, 
Necpoteritferrum,ftecedaxab0krevetiuttti. 

The author of this celebrated Poem was of this 
last composition ; for although he had not the hap- 
piness of an academical education, as some affirm, 
it may be perceived, throughout his whole Poem, 
that he had read much, and was very well accom- 
plished in the most useful parts of human learning. 

Rapin, in his Reflections, speaking of the neces- 
sary qualities belonging to a poet, teUs us, ' He must 
have a genius extraordinary : g^eat natural ^fts; a 
wit just, fruitful, piercing, solid, and imiversal; an 
understanding clear and distinct; an imagination 
neat and pleasant; an elevation of soul that de- 
pends not only on art or study, but is purely a gift 
of Heaven, which must be sustained by a lively 
sense and vivacity ; judgment to consider wisely of 
thingpB, and vivacity for the beautiful expression of 
them;' &c. 

Now, how justly this character is due to our au- 
thor, I leave to the impartial reader, and those of 
nicer judgments, who had the happiness to be more 
intimately acquainted with him. 



HUDIBRAS. 



PART I. cjjsrro /. 



ARGUMENT. 

Sir Itodibras hxt passmgr worth, 
Tlie manner how he sallied forth, 
Hi« amis and equipage are shown, 
His horse's virtues, and his own ; 
The' adrentttre of the Bear and Fiddle 
Is sung, but breaks off in the niid^e; 



When civil dudgeon* first grew high, 
And men fell out they knew not why ;f 
When hard words,+ jealousies and fears. 
Set folks together by the ears, 
And made them fight, like mad or drunk. 
For dame Religion, as f«r punk ; 

• To take in dudgeon, is inwardly to resent some in^ory or 
affirant. a»d what is previous to aotual fury. 

t It may be jostly said They kneio not why; since, as I-ord Clar 
zendon observes, 'ITie like peace and plenty, and universal tran- 
quillity, wfts never enjoyetl by any nation far ten yeara together, 
before those unhappy troubh^ began.' 

t By hwdwords^ he probably means the cant words used by the 
Presbyterians and sectaries of those tinies ; such as Gospel-walk- 
ing. 6ospel-pi%aching, Sonl-savmg, Elect, Saints, The Godly, the 
Predestinate, and the like; which they applied to their own 
preachers and themselves. 

vol. II. B 
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Whose honesty they all durst swear for. 

Though not a man of them knew wherefore : 

When gospel-trumpeter, surrounded 

With long-ear'd rout, to battle sounded; 
I And pulpit, drum, ecclesiastic, 
I Was beat with fist instead of a stick;* 
* Then did Sir Knight abandon dwelling. 

And out he rode a colonelling.f 

A wight he Was, whose very sight would 

Entilie him Afirror of Knighthood, 

That never bowM his stubborn knee 

To any thing but Chivalry ;+ 

Nor put up blow, but that which laid 

Right Worshipful on shoulder-blade ; 

Chief of domestic knights and errant^- 

Either for chartel or for warrant; 

Great on the bench, great in the saddle,§ 

That could as well bind o'er as swaddle ; 

l^ghty he was at both of these, 

And styl'd of war as well as peace : 

(So some rats, of amphibious nature, 

Are either for the land or water) 

* Allttdiog to their vehement fiction in the polpit, and their beafr> 
ing it with their fiit*, a« if they were beating a drum. 

fThe Knight (if Sir Samuel Luke was Mr. Butler's hero) was 
not only a Colond in the Parliament-army, but also Seoutmaster- 
general in the counties of Bedford, Sufvy, &«. This gives us some 
' light into his character and conduct; for he is now entering upon 
his proper office. fVill of pretendedly pious and sanctified resolutions 
for the good of hia cmintry. 

X He kneeled to the King, when he knighted him, b« teUom 
np(»k any other occasion. i 

$ In this charactei of Hudibras all the abuses of humaikieaniing 
are finely satirized; philosophy^ logic, rhetoric, mathematics, me< 
taidiysiet, and school-divinity. 
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But here our authors make a doubt 

Whether he were more wise or stout : 

Some hold the one, and some the other. 

But, howsoe'er they make a pother. 

The difference was so small, his brain 

Outweigh'd his rage but half a grain; 

Which made some take him for a tool 

That knaves do work with, call'd a fool. ' 

Por't has been held by many, that 

As Montaigne, playing with his cat. 

Complains she thought him but an ass. 

Much more she would, Sir Hudibras ; 

(For that's the name our valiant Kiught 

To all his challenges did write) 

But they're mistaken very much; 

'Tis plain enough he was not such. 

We grant, although he had much wit. 

He was very shy of using it, I 

As being loth to wear it out. 

And thex'efore bore it not about ; 

Unless on holy-days, or so. 

As men tlieir best apparel do. 

Beside 'tis known he could speak Greek 

As naturally as pigs squeak ; 

That Latin was no more difficile, 

Than to a blackbird 'tis to whistle : 

Being rich in both, he never scanted 

His bounty unto such as wanted ; 

But much of either would afford 

To many that had not one word. 

For Hebrew roots, although they're found 

To flourish most in barren ground. 

He had such plenty, as sufilc'd 

To make some think him circumcis'd; 
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And truly so he was, perhaps, 
Not as a proselyte, but for claps.* 

He was in logic a great critic. 
Profoundly skill'd in analytic ; 
He could distinguish, and divide 
A hair, 'twixt south and south-west fflde ; 
On either which he would dispute. 
Confute, change hands, and still confote : 
He'd undertake to prove, by force ^ 

Of argument, a man's no horse ; 
He'd prove a buzzard is no fowl. 
And that a lord may be an owl ; 
A calf an alderman,f a g^ose a justice. 
And rooks committee-ment and trustees, 
He'd run in debt by disputation. 
And pay with ratiocination : 
All this by syllogism, true 
In mood and figure, he would do. 

* Thus chtnged in the editions of 1674, 1684, 1689, 16SI4, 1700, 
< 

And truly so perhaps he was, 

'Tis many a pious Christian*B case. 

t Such was Alderman Pennington, who sent a person to Newgate 
for singing (what he called) a maHgnatu fitalm, 

lb. Loid Clarendon observes, ' That after the declaration of No 
more Addresses to the King, they who were not above the conditioa 
of ordinary constiiUes six or seven }ears before, were now the 
justices of the peace.* Dr. Bruno Rjrves informs us, that the ' town, 
of Chelmsford in Essex was governed, at the bepnnini( of the Re- 
hellion, by a tinker, two coblers, two tailors, and two pedlars.' 

^ In the several ooanties, especially the associated ones, (Middle- 
sex, Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridgeshire,) 
which sided with the Parliaraent, committees were erected of such 
men as were for the Gcod Cause, as they t»llet\ it, who had autho* 
t-ity, from the members of the two Houses at Westminster, to fiiie 
:md imprison whom they pleased. 
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For rhetoric, he could not ope 

His mouth, but out there flew a trope ; 

And when he happen'd to break off 

T th' middle of his speech, or cough. 

He' had hard words ready to show why. 

And tell what rules he did it by; 

Else when with greatest art he spoke, 

TouM think he talkM like other folk ; 

Tot all a rhetorician's rules 

Teaifth nothing but to name his tools. 

But, when he pleas'd to showH, his speech. 

In loftiness of sound, was rich ; 

A Babylonish dialect. 

Which learned pedants much affect ; 

It was a party-colour'd dress 

Of patch'd and piebald languages ; 

'Twas English cut on Greek and Latin, 

Like fustian heretofore on satin ; 

It had an old promiscuous tone. 

As if he' had talk'd three parts in one ; 

Which made some think, when he did gabble, 

Thejr' had heard three labourers of Babe], 

Or Cerberus himself pronounce 

A leash of languages at once. 

This he as volubly would vent. 

As if his stock would ne'er be spent ; 

And truly to support that charge, 

He had supplies as vast and large ; 

For he could coin or counterfeit* 

New words, with little or no wit; 

* Tbe Presbyterians coined a great number, such as Oafrgoings, 
CarryingsHUi, Nothingness, WoKlchigs>OQt, Gospel-walking timef, 
See. whkh we shaU meet with hereafltw, in the speeches of the 
Knight and Squiie, and others, in this poem ; for which they are 
bantered by Sir John Birkenhead, in his two Centuries of Paul's 
Churdhyaid, 

b2 
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Words so debased and hard, bo stone 

Was hard enoujg^h to touch them on ; 

And when with hastjr noise he spoke 'em, 

The ignorant for current took 'ems 

That had the orator,* who once 

Did fill his mouth with pebble stones 

When he harangu'd, but known his phrase, 

He would have us'd no other ways. 

hi mathematics he was greater 

Than Tycho Brahef <» E"f* Pat» ; • 

For he, by geometric scale. 

Could take the size of pots of ale ; 

Resolve by unes and tangents, stiaighit. 

If bread or butter wanted weigirt ; 

And wisely tell what hour o* th' day 

The clock does strike, by Algebra. 

Beside he wss a shrewd philosopher. 

And had read ev'ry tejct and gloss over; 

Whate'er the crabbed'st author hath. 

He understood by* implicit faith; 

Whatever sceptic could in({uire f<H>, 

For every why he had a wherefore ; 

Knew more than forty of them do^ 

As far as words and terms could go : 

All which he understood by rote. 

And, as occasion served, would quote; 

No matter whether right or wrong; 

They might be either said or sung. 

His motions fitted things so well, 

Thjst which was which he couid not tell, 

' ** Oemosihenes is here meant, who had a delect in his apeeelu 
..'it' An eminent Danish niathemaiieian. 
lb. William Lilljr, the fiinioat astrologer of those times. 
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But oftentimes mistook the one 

For the' other, as great derks hscve done. 

He could reduce aU things to acU^ 

And knew their natures by abstracts ; 

Where Entity and Qiiiddi1y» 

The ghosts dP deftmct bodies, fly ; 

Where truth in person does i^pear, 

like words congeal'd in northern air. 

He knew what's what, and that* a as high 

As metaphysic wit can fly : ir 

In school-cUyinity as able 

As he that height irrefragable $* 

A second Thomas^ or, at once 

To name them aH, another Dunce :-}* 

* Jrrefragabk.2 Alexnider Hattn^ to CftOtd : be was m Sngluh- 
man, bom in Glouoestenbln^ and fl<Mimbed aboot the yearissa, 
•C the time when what w«a called SchooLdivinity was much in 
vogue; in whieh science he was so deeply read, that he was called 
Doettr IrrnfragabiUt; that is, the InvhioMe XJsefar, whoie argu> 
mcnts eould not be resisted* 

f Thomas Aquinas, a Domiaiean friar, was bom in 1224, studied 
at Cologne and at F^ris. He new modelled the school-diTinity, 
and was tfaerefine called the AngtHc Daetttt and EagU qfdttinet. 
The most illustrioos persons of his tiae were amUtiotts of his 
friendship, and put a high value on his meriu, so that they offered 
him Ushopricks, which he refused with as much ardour as others 
seek after them. He died in the fiftieth 3rear of his age, and was 
canonized by JPbpe Joim XXOm We have his works hi l< v«is. 
several tames printed. 

Johannes Dunsootos was a very learned man, who lived abont 
the end of the thirteenth, and beginning of the fourteenth century. 
The Ei^sli«b and Scots strive which of them shall have the honofor 
ai his birth. The English say he was bom ill Northumberiand ; 
the Scots allege he was bran at IHmse in the Mene, the neighbour* 
iBg couii^ to Northumberland, and hence was called Dtimcaf ur .* 
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Profound in all the Nominal 
And Real* ways beyond them all : 
For he a rope of sand could twist 
As tough as learned Sorbonist, 
And weave fine cobwebs, fit for scull 
That's empty when the moon is full; 
Such as take lodgings in a head 
That's to be let unfurnished. 
He could raise scruples dark and nice," 
Aiid after solve 'em in a trice ; 
As if Divinity had catch'd 
The itch, on purpose to be scratchM; 
Or, like a mountebank, did wound 
And stab herself with doubts profound. 
Only to show with how small pain 
The sores of Faith are cur'd again; 
Although by woful proof we find 
They always leave a scar beliind. 
He knew the seat of Paradise, 
Could tell in what degree it lies. 
And, as he was disposed, could prove it 
Below the moon, or else above it ; 
What Adam dreamt of, when his bride 
Came from her closet in his side ; 
Whether the devil tempted her 

By a high Dutch interpreter ; 

« 

Moreri, Buchanan, and other Scotch historians, are of this opinion, 
and, for pvoof, cite his epitaph ; 

Scotia me genuit, AngUa nuee^ 
Ca^a edocuU, Genhania tenet. 

He died at Cologne, Xoy. 8, 1308. 

* Goliehnas Occham was father of the Ifcminaff, and Johannes 
Bunscotus of the Seals, 
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J£ either of them had a navel ;* 

Who first made music malleable : 

Whether the serpent, at the fall. 

Had cloTen feet, or none at all :— - 

All this, without a gloss or comment. 

He could unriddle in a moment. 

In proper terms, such as men smatter 

When they throw out and miss the matter. 

For his religion,f it was fit 
To match his learning and his wit ; 
*Twas Presbyterian true blue ; 
Por he was of that stubborn crew 
Of errant saints, whom all mBn grant 
To be the true Church ftGlitant;^ 
Such as do build their failh upon 
The holy text of pike and gun;§ 
Decide aU controversies by 
Ihfalfible artillery ; 

* Serenl of the aneients have supposed that Adam and Ere had 
so navels ; and, among the moderns, the late learned Bishop Cum* 
berland was of this opinion. 

t Mr. Batler b very exact in delineating bis heroes religion ; it 
was necessary that he should do so, that the reader might judge 
whether he was a proper person to set up for a reformer, and wj^ 
ther the rel^pon he professed was mor^ eligiUe tlulii{^ that he^n-' 
deavoDred to demolUi. 

X Where Presbjriery has been established, it has been usual^ 
effected by foree of amis, like the religion of Mahomet : thus it wa^ 
«atabfisfaed at Geneva in Switzerhmd, Holland, Scotland, &e. In 
France, for some time, by ^t means, it obtained a toletation; 
much blood was shed to get it established in England ; and once, 
daring that gi'and rebellion, it seemed very near gaining an estate 
lishment here. 

$ Upon these Comet Joyce built his fiiith, when hi> carried away 
the king, by force, from Holdenby : for when his majesty asked 
him for a sight of his instructions, Joyce said, He should see them 
presently; and so drawing up his troop in the Inward court, 
' These, sir, (said the comet) are my instnictions.* 
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And prove their doctrine orthodox. 
By apostolic blows and knocks ;* 
Call fire, and sword, and desolation, 
A godly, thorough Reformation, 
Which always must be earned on. 
And still be doing, never done ; 
As if religion were intended 
For nothing else but to be mended : 
A sectf whose chief devotion lies 
In odd perverse antipathies ; 
In falling out with ibat or this. 
And finding somewhat still anuss ; 
More peevish, cross, and splenetic. 
Than dog distract, or monkey sick ;. 
That with more care keep holy-day 
The wrong,* than others the right way ; 
Compound for sins they are inclined to. 
By damning those they have no mind to : 
Still so perverse and opposite. 
As if they worshiped God for spite : 
The self-same thing they will abhor 
One way and long another for : 
Free-will they one way disavow. 
Another, nothing else allow : 
All piety consists therein 
In them, in other men all ^n : 

* Many instances of that kind are given by Dr. Walker in his 
' Sufferings of the Episcopal Clergy.' 

t Tlie religion of the Presbyterians of those times consisted 
principally in an opposition to the church of England, and in quar- 
relling with the most innocent customs then in use, as the eating 
Christmas-pies, and plum-porridge at Christmas, which they re- 
puted sinfuL 

X Tliey were so remarkably obstinate in this respect, that they 
kept a fast upon Christmas-day. 
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Rather than fail, they will defy- 
That which they love most tenderly : 
Quarrel with minc'd-pies, and disparage 
Their best and dearest friend, plum-porridge, 
Fat pig and goose itself oppose, 
And blaspheme custard through the nose. 
The' apostles of this fierce religion,* 
Like. Mahomet's, were ass and wigeon, 
To whom our Knight, by fast instinct 
Of wit and temper, was so link'd,. 
As if hypocrisy and nonsense 
Had got the' advowson of his conscience.* 

Thus was he gifted and accouter'd ; 
We mean on the' inside, not the outward : 
That next of all we shall discuss ; 
Then listen, sirs, it follows thus : 
His tawny beardf was the' equal grace 
^oth of his wisdom and his face ; 
In cut and die so like a tile, 
A sudden view it would beguile ; 
The upper part whereof was whey. 
The nether orange mixed with grey. 



* Dr. Bruno "Rjveu gives a remarkable instance of a fanatical 
conscience in a capt»in, who was invited by a soldier to eat part of 
a goose with him; bot refused, because, he said, it was stolen: but 
hang to march away, he who would eat no stolen goose, made no 
scruple to ride away upon a stolen mare ; for, plundering Mrs. Bart- 
let «>f her mare, this hypocritical captain gave sufficient testimony 
to the .world that the old Pharisee and new Puritan have con- 
sciences of the self-same temper, ' to strain at a gnat, and swallow a 
camel.* 

i* It may be asked. Why the poet is so particular upon the 
]&iight*s beard, and gives it the preference to all his other accou- 
trements ? The answer seems to be plain ; the Knight had made 
avow not to eat it till the parliamoit had subdued the king; hence 
it becaune necessary to have it fully described. 
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This hairy meteor (Ud denoimce 

The fall of sceptres and of crowns ; 

With grisly type did represent 

Declining age of government. 

And telly with hieroglyphic spade, 

Its own grave and the State's were made t 

like Sampson's heart-breakers, it grew 

In time to make a nation rue ; 

Though it contributed its own fall. 

To wait upon the public downfall : 

It was monastic, and did grow 

In holy orders, by strict vow ; 

Of rule as sullen and severe. 

As that of rigid Cordeliere ;* 

'Twas bound to suffer persecution, . 

And mart3rrdom, with resolution ; 

To' oppose itself against the hate 

And vengeance of the' incensed state. 

In whose defiance it was worn. 

Still ready to be pull'd and torn. 

With red-hot irons to be tortup'd, 

Revil'd, and spit upon, and mart3n^d : 

Maugre all which, 'twas to stand fast 

As long as Monarchy should last ; 

But when the state should hap to reel. 

Twas to submit to fatal ^teel, 

And fall, as it was consecrate, 

A sacrifice to fall of state ; 

Whose thread of life, the Fatal Sisters 

Did twist together with its whiskers. 

And twine so close, that Time should never. 

In life or death, their fortunes sever ; 

* A gtej rriar of the Franeiiean onter; so called from a etrd Aiil 
of knots i»om about the Mmwt, 
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But, with his rusty sickle» mow 
Both down together at a blow. 

So learned Taliacotiu8»* irom 
The brawny part of porter's bum. 
Cut supplemental noses^ which 
Would last as long* as parent breech ; 
But when the date of Nock was out» 
Off dropp'd the sympathetic snout. 
His back, or rather burden, diow'd 
As if it stoopM witii its own load : 
For, as fneas bore his sire 
Upon his shoiilders through the fire^ 
Our Knight did bear no leas a pack 
Of his own buttocks on his back ; 
Which now had almost got the upper- 
Hand of his head for want of crupper : 
To poise this equally, he bore 
A paunch of the same bulk before. 
Which still he had a special care 
To keep well-craromM with thrifty fare ; 
As white-pot, butter-milk, and curds. 
Such as a country-house aficnrds ; 
With other victual, which anon 
We further shall dilate upon. 
When of his hose we come to treat. 
The cupboard where he kept his meet. 

His doublet was of sturdy buff, 
And though not sword, yet cudgel-proof, 



* Caspar Taliacotius was bom at Bononia, A. D. 1553, and was 
ProfcSfor of physic nnd surgery there. He died 1£09. His statue 
stands in the Anatomy tbentrei holding a nose in his hand*<— He 
wrote a treatise in Latin called Chirttrpa Vata^ in which be teachet 
tbeart of ingrafting noses, ears, Hps, &c. with the proper imtru 
ments and bandages. 

YOL. ix. c 
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Whereby Hwas fitter for his use. 
Who fear'd no blows but such as bruise. 
His breeches were of. rugged woollen. 
And had been at the siege of Bologne ; 
To old King Harry so well known. 
Some writers held they were his own ; 
Through they were lined with many a piece 
Of ammunition bread and cheese. 
And fat black-puddings, proper food 

For warriors that delight in blood : >. 

For, as we said, he always chose J 

To carry victual in his hose, 1 

That often tempted rats and mice 
The ammunition to surprise ; 
And when he put a hand but in 
The one or t* other magazin, 
They stoutly on defence on*t stood, 
And from the wounded foe drew blood. 
And tiU they' were stormed and beaten out, 
Ne'er left the fortified redoubt : 
And though knights-errant, as some think. 
Of old did neither eat nor drink. 
Because when thorough deserts vast. 
And regions desolate, they passed. 
Where belly-timber above ground. 
Or under, was not to be found j 
Unless they graz'd) there's not one word 
Of their provision on record ; 
Which made some confidentiy write, 
They had no stomachs but to fight. 
'Tis false ; for Arthur wore in hall 
Round table, Uke a farthingal. 
On which, with shirt pull'd out behind. 
And efce before, his good knights din'd i 
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Though 'twas no table some suppose. 

But a huge pair of. round trunk hose. 

In which he carried as nmch meat 

As he and all the knights could eat. 

When laying by their swords and truncheons, 

They took tiieir breakfasts, or their nuncheons. 

But let that pass at present, lest 

We should forget where we digress'd. 

As learned authors use, to whom 

We leave it, and to' the purpose come. 

His puissant sword unto his side. 
Near his undaunted heart was tied. 
With basket-hilt that would hold broth, 
And serve for fight and d^ner both; 
In it he melted lead for bullets 
To shoot at foes, and sometimes pullets. 
To whom he bore so fell a grutch. 
He ne'er gave quarter to' any such. 
The trenchant blade, Toledo trusty. 
For want of fighting was grown rusty. 
And ate into itself, for lack 
Of some body to hew and hack : 
The peaceful scabbard, where it dwelt. 
The rancour of its age had felt; 
For of the lower end two handful 
It had devour'd, 'twas so manful. 
And so much scom'd to lurk in cas^. 
As if it durst not show its face. 
In many desperate attempts 
Of warrants, exigents, contempts. 
It had appear'd with courage bolder 
Than Serjeant Bum invading Shoulder : 
Oft had it ta'en possession, 
And prisoners too, or made them run. 



^ 
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This sword a dagger had, lu6 page. 
That was but little for his age. 
And therefore watted on him so 
As dwarfs upon knights-errant do : 
It was a serviceable dudgeon, 
Either for fighting or for drudging : 
When it had stabb'd or broke a head. 
It would scrape trenchers, or chip bread; 
Toast cheese or bacon ; though it were 
To bait a mouse-trap, 'twould not care : 
'Twould make clean shoes, and in the earth 
Set leeks and onions, and so forth : 
It had been 'prentice to a brewer,* 
Where this and more it did endure. 
But left the trade, as many more 
Have lately done on the same score. 

In the' holstiers, at his saddle-bow. 
Two aged pistols he did stow 
Among the surplus of such meat 
As in his hose he could not g^t : 
These would inveigle rats with the' scent. 
To forage when the cocks were bent. 
And sometimes catch 'em with a snap. 
As cleverly as the' ablest trap : 
They were upon hard duty still. 
And every night stood centinel. 
To guard the magazine i' th' hose 
From two-legg'd and from four-legg'd foes. 

Thus clad and fortified. Sir Knight 
From peaceful home set forth to fight. 
But first with nimble active force 
He got on the' outside of his horse ; 

• A banter on Oliver Cromwell, Colonel Pride, and others, of dte 
IMrty, who had been eoncemed in breweries. 
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For having but one s&mip tied 
To' his saddle on the further side, 
It was so short, he' had much ado 
To reach it with his desperate toe ; 
But after many strains and heaves. 
He got up to the saddle-eaves. 
From whence he vaulted into the' seat 
With so much vigour, strength, and heat. 
That he had ahnost tumbled over 
With his own weight ; but did recover, 
By laying hold on tail and main. 
Which oft he us'd instead of rein. 

But now we talk of mounting steed. 
Before we further do proceed. 
It does behove us to say something 
Of that which bore our valiant bumkin. 
The beast was sturdy, large, and tall. 
With mouth of meal, and eyes of wall ; 
I would say eye, for he* had but one 
As most agree, though some say none. 
He was well stay'd, and in his gait 
Preserv'd a grave, majestic state ; 
At spur or switch no more he skipt 
Or mended pace, than Spaniard whipt ; 
And yet so fiery, he would bound 
As if he griev'd to touch the ground; 
That Cxsar's horse, who, as fame goes. 
Had corns upon his feet and toes. 
Was not by half so tender hooft, 
Nor trod upon the ground so soft^ 
And as that beast would kneel and stoop 
(Some write) to take his rider up ; 
So Hudibras his ('tis well known) 
Would often do, to set him down. 

c2 
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We shall not need to 8ay what lade i 

Of leather was upon his hack ; 

For that was hidden under pad. 

And breech o£ Knight, gall'd foil as bad : 

His strutting ribs (m both sides showed 

like furrows he himself had ploug^'d ; 

For underneath the skirt of paimel, 

Twixt every two there was a channel : 

His draggUng tail hung in tiie dirt. 

Which on his rider he would flirty 

StiU as his tender mde he prick'd. 

With arm'd heel, or with unajem'd, kicked; 

For Hudibras wore but one spur. 

As wisely knowing, could he stir 

To active trot one side of *s horse, 

The other would not hang an arse. 

A Squire he had whose name was Ralpb^* 
That in the' adventure went his half. 
Though writers, for more stately tone. 
Do call him Salpho, 'tis all one ; 
And when we can, with metre safe. 
Well call him so ; if not, plain Ralph; 
(For rhyme the rudder is of venes. 
With which, like ships, they steer tbeir courses) 
An equal stock of wit and valour 
He had bun in, by birth a taUor. 

The mighty Tytian queen, that gained j 

With subtle shreds a tract of land, j 

• Sir Roger L«Etcnng« Miyi, *' This flunom Squire wu one louie 
Robmsoii,ase«louslmtdieri]i Moorfields, vlio wm ahmp oon- 
cvitiiiig: some new querpfMSut in church govenimeiit:* but, in « 
Key at the end of a burlesque poem of Mr. Butler^ ITW, it is ob- 
served, • That Hudibras'^ Squire was one PemUe, a tailor, and one 
of the ConuBinee of Stoqneitnion** 
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Did leave it witb a castte fidr 

To his great ancestoTy her hear; 

From him descended orots4eg'd knif h^s, 

Fam'd for their fidth and warlike fights 

Against the bloody Canaibaly 

Whom they destroy'd both great and sasaU. 

This sturdy Squire lie had, as weU 

As the bold Trq|an kmghl^ seen hcJl, 

Not with a counterfeited pass 

Of golden boug^ but true gold-lace : 

His knowledge was not far behind 

The Knight's, but of another kisKJ^ 

And he another way csjue by 't ; 

Some call it Ctfts, and^ome New-Jight; 

A liberal art, that costs ao pains 

Of study, industry, ar brains. 

His wit was s^nt him for a tok^n. 

But in the carrisge cracked and broken; 

like commendation mne-pence* crook'd 

With—- «To and from my love'— it look'd. 

He ne'er consider'd it, as loth 

To look a gift-hone in the mouth» 

And very wisely would lay forth 

No more upon it than twas worth; 

But as he got it freely, so 

He spent it frank and freely too ; 

For saints themselves will sometimes be^ 

Of gifts that coat them nothiiig^ fr«e. 

* Until the year 1696, (when allmoiM^aot wUlcd, vaftosBatfin) 
a ninepenny |Mece of silver was a* oommon as a«?q >eaB e t or ikik 
lings, and Uiete ninepences were usually bent as sixpenees con^ 
monly are now, whieli bending was called * To my love/ and 
* From ray lore ;' and such ninepoioes the ordiaaiy fiellowi gave 
or sent to their sweethearts as tokens of Iotc. 
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By nteans of this, with hem and cough, 

(Prolongera to enHghten'd stniF) 

He could deep mjrsteries unriddle. 

As easily as thread a needle : 

For as of vagabonds, we say 

That they are ne'er beside thdr way, 

Whate'er men speak by this new li^t. 

Still they are sure to be i' th' right. 

'Tb a dark-lantern of the Spirit, 

Which none see by, but those that bear it ; 

A light that falls down from on high. 

For spiritual trades to cozen by *, 

An ignUfeOmu^ that bewitches, 

And leads men into pools and ditches. 

To make them dip themsehres* uid sound 

For Christendom in dirty pond ; 

To dive, like wild-fowl, for salvation. 

And fish to catch regeneration. 

This Ught inspires and plays upon 

The nose of saint, like bagpipe drone ; 

And speaks, through hollow empty soul. 

As through a trunk, or whispering h<^. 

Such language as no mortal ear 

But spiritual eaves-droppers can hear: 

So Phoebus, or some friendly Muse, 

Into small poet's song infuse, 

"Which they at secondrliand reheane. 

Through reed or bagpipe, verse for veise. 

Thus Ralph became infallible 
As three or four-leg'd <ffacle. 
The ancient cup, or modem chair; 
Spoke truth pomt blank, though unaware. 

• Alludiiig to Ral|ilio*s nligiom who m, probably, an Aoabar- 
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For mystic Uaraing^ wondrous able 
In magic, t&lisman, and cabfll. 
Whose primitive traditicn reaches 
As far as Adam's first gseea breeches; 
Deep-sigbted in intelligences^ 
Ideas, atoms, influences; 
And much of Terra Incognita, 
The' intelligible vorld, could say ; 
A deep occult philosopher. 
As leam'd as the Wild Iii^ are. 
Or Sir Agrippa, for profound 
And solid l^ng much renown'd; 
He Anthroposophus, and Floud, 
And Jacob Behmen, understood; 
Knew many an amulet and chano* 
That would do neither good nor harm ; 
In Rosycrucian lore as learned. 
As he that Vert adeptu» earned : 
He understood the speech of birds 
As well as they themselves do wofds; 
Could tell nvhat subtlest parrots mean. 
That speak and think eontrai^ clean; 
What member ^tis of whom they talk 
When they cry ' Rope,' and * Walk, knave, walk/ 
He'd extract numbers out of matter. 
And keep them in a glass, like water* 
Of sovereign pow'r to make men wise ; 
For dropp'd in blear thick-sighted eye%^ 
They'd make them see in darkest night, 
like owls, though purblind in the light. 
hy help of these (as he profess'd) 
He had First Matter seen undress'd { 
He took her naked, all alone. 
Before one rag of form was on. 
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The Chaos, too, he had descried. 

And seen quite through^ or else he lied ; 

Not that of pasteboard, which men shew 

For groats, at fair oi Barthol'mew ; 

But its great grandsire, first o' th' name^ 

Whence that and Reformation came, 

Both cousin-germans, and right able 

To' inveigle and draw in the rabble : 

But Reformation was, some say, 

O* th' younger house to Puppet-play. 

He could foretel* whatsoever was 

By consequence to come to pass; 

As death of great men, alterations, 

Diseases, battles, inundations: 

All thi8,^thout the* eclipse o' th' sun^ 

Or dreadful comet, he h«th done 

By inward light, a way as good. 

And easy to be understood : 

But with more hicky hit tiban those 

That use to make the stars depose. 

Like Knights o' th' Post, and falsely charge 

Upon themselves what others forge ; 

As if they were coi»enting to 

All mischiefs in the world men do : 

Or, like the devil, did tempt and sway *em 

To rogueries, and then betray 'em. 

They'll search a planet's house, to know 

Who brokf and robb'd a house below; 

Examine Venus and the Moon, 

Who stole- a thimble pr a spoon ; 

And though they nothing will confess. 

Yet by their very looks can guess, 

** The rebelfioas elergy woold m their prajren pretend to furctei 
thing*, to eooourage the peq>le in their rebdlion. 
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And tell what g^ty aspect bodes, 
Who stole, and who receivM the goods : 
They^ll question Mars, and, by his look, 
Detect who Hwas that nim'd a cloke ; 
Make Mercuxy confess, and 'peach 
Those thieyes which he himself did teach. 
Hiey'll find, i' th' j^ysiognomies 
(V th' planets, all men's destinies; 
like him that took the doctor's bill. 
And swallow'd it instead o' th' pill. 
Cast the nativity o' th' question. 
And from positions to be gfuest on, 

As sure as if they knew the moment 

Of Native's birth, tell what wiU come on't. 

They^ feel the pulses of the stars, 

To find out agues, coughs, catarrhs, 

And tell what crisis dees divine 

The rot in sheep, or mange in swine ; 

In men, what gives or cures the itch. 

What makes them cuckcdds, poor or rich ; 

What grains or loses, hangs or saves ; 

What makes men great, what fools or knaves': 

But not what wise, for oidy of those 

The stars (they say) cannot dispose. 

No more than can the astrolog^ans : — 

There they say right, and like true Trojans. 

This Ralpho knew, and therefore took 

The other course, of which we spoke. 
Thus was the' accomplish'd Squire endued 

With gifts and knowledge perilous shrewd : 

Never did trusty squire with knight. 

Or knight with squire, e'er jump move right. 

Their arms and equipage did fit, 
As well as virtues, parts, and wit : 
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Their valours, too, were of a rate, 

And out they saltied at the gate. 

Few miles on horseback had they jogged 

But Fortune unto them tom'd dogged ; 

For they a sad adventure mcft. 

Of which anon we mean to treat ; 

But ere we venture to unfold 

Achievements so resolved and bold» 

We should, as learned poets use, 

Invoke the' assistance of some Muse^ 

However critics count it sillier 

Than jugglers talking to familiar ; 

We think 'tis no great matter which. 

They're all alike ; yet we shall pitch 

On one that fits our purpose most. 

Whom therefore thus do we accost. 
Thou! that with ale, or vifer liquors, 

Bidst inspire Wither, Prynne, and Vicars, 

And force them, though it was in spite 
Of nature, and their stars, to write; 
Who (as we find in suUen writs. 
And cross-grain'd works of modem wits) 
With vanity, opinion, want. 
The wonder of the ignorant. 
The praises of the author, penn'd 
By' himself or wit-insuring friend ; 
The itch of picture in the front. 
With bays and wicked rhyme upon't. 
All that is left o' th' forked hill 
To make men scribble without skill; 
Canst make a poet, spite of Fate, 
And teach all people to tr&nslate. 
Though out of languages in which 
They understand no part of fl|>eech ; 
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Assist me but this once, I implore, 
And I shall trouble thee no more. 

In western clime there is a town* 
To those that dwell therein weU known, 
Therefore there needs no more be said here. 
We unto them refer our reader ; 
For brevity is veiy gpood. 
When we are, or are not understood. 
To this town people did repair 
On days of market or of fair. 
And to crackM fiddle and hoarse tabor, 
In merriment did drudge and labour : 
But now a sport more formidable 
Had rak'd together village rabble ; 
'Twas an old way of recreating. 
Which learned butchers call Bear-baiting : 
A bold adventurous exercise. 
With ancient heroes in high prize ; 
For authors do affirm it came 
From Isthmian or Nemxan game ; 
Others derive it from the Bear 
That's fixed in northern hemisphere, 
And round about the pole does make 
A circle, like a bear at stake, 
That at the chain's end wheels about, 
And overturns the rabble-rout : 
For after solemn proclamation,*!- 
In the besir's name, (as is the fasliion 

* Brmtfbrd, \vbich is rix miles west from London, i« here pro* 
faably meant, as may be gathered fVora Part H. Canto 3, where he 
telU the Knight what befel him there: 

And though yon overcame the Bear, 
The dogs beat you at Brentford fair. 
t Alluding to the buH-runniDg at Tutbury in SuflTordsliire : 
where solemn proclaraatioa was made by (he Steward, before the 
VOL. IX. D 
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According to the law of arms, 

To keep men from inglorious harms) 

That none presume to come so near 

As forty foot of stake of bear ; 

If any yet be so fool-hardy. 

To' expose themselves, to vain jeopardy. 

If they come wounded off, and lame. 

No honour's got by such a maim. 

Although the bear g^n much, being bound 

In honour to make good his ground 

When he's engag'd, and takes no notice. 

If any press upon him, who 'tis. 

But let's them know, at their own cost. 

That he intends to keep his post. 

This to prevent, and other harms. 

Which always wait on feats of arms, 

(For in the hurry of a fray 

'Tis hard to keep out of harm's way) 

Thither the Knight his course did steer. 

To keep the peace 'twixt Dog and Bear; 

As he believ'd he was bound to do 

In conscience and commission too ; 

And therefore thus bespoke the Squire : 

* * We that are wisely mounted higher 

bull was turned loo«e; *That all manner of penoni give way to 
the bull, none being to come near him by forty foot, any way to 
hinder the ministreb, but to attend hia or their own safety, every 
one at his peril.* Dr. Plo^t StajffhrdiMre, 

* This speech is set down, as it was delivered by the Knight, in 
his own words : but since it is below the gravity of heroical poetry 
to admit of humour, all men are obliged to speak wisely alike, and 
too much of so extravagant a foOy woald become tedious and im- 
pertinent, the rest of his harangues have only his sense expressed 
in other words, unless in some few plaees, where his own words 
could Dot be io well avoided. 
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Than constables* in punile wit. 

When on tribunal bench we sit, 

like speculators should foresee. 

Prom Pharos of authority,f 

Portended mischiefs further than 

JLow Proletarian tything-mea ; 

And therefore being" informed by bruitt 

That Dog and Bear are to dispute, 

Por so of late men fighting name. 

Because they often prove the same; 

<For where the first does hap to be. 

The last does coinHdereJ 

iiuanium in nobis, have thought gpood 

To save the' expense of Chxistian blood. 

And try if we by Aiediatioa 

Of treaty and accommodation. 

Can end the quarrel, and compose 

The bloody duel without blows. 

Are not our libierties, our lives. 

The laws, religion, and our wives. 

Enough at once to lie at stake 

For Covenant and the CauseVsake ?§ 



* Xbd that remarkable motion in the Houie of Commoni taken 
laoe, the Constables might have vied with 9m Hadibras for an 
equality at least; * That it was necessary for the House of Com> 
mons to hare « Hi^h Constable of their own, that will make no 
seniple of biyinghis Majesty by the heels:* but they proceeded 
not so far as to name any body; because Harry Mutin (out of 
tenderness of conscience in this particular) immediately quashed 
the motion, by saying. ' The power was too great for any man/ 

t Being, as one of (he quorum, elevated above the populace. 

% BybruUJ} I. e. by popular report. 

§ This was the Solemn League and Covenant, which was first 
framed and taken by the Scotidi Parliament, and by them sent to 
the Parliament of England, in order to unite the two nations more 
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I wish myself a pseudo-prophet. 
But sure some mischief will come of it, 
• Unless by providential wit. 
Or force, we averruncate* it. 
For what deaigfii, what interest. 
Can beast have to encounter beast ^ 
They fight for no espoused Cause, 
Frail Privilege, fundamental laws, 
Nor for a thorough Reformation, 
Nor Covenant nor Protestation, 
Nor Uberty of Consciences,-}- 
Nor Lords and Commons' Ordinances ;t 
Nor for the Churoh, nor for Church-lands, 
To get them in their own no-hands. 
Nor evil Counsellors to bring 
To justice, that seduce the King; 
Nor for the worship of us men. 
Though we have done as much for them. 
The' Egyptians worshiped dogs, and for 
Their faith made internecine war.§ 
Otiiers ador'd a rat, and 8<»ne 
For that churoh suiFer'd martyrdom. 
The Indians fought for the truth 
Of the' elephant and monkey's tooth ; 

* JverrumaU^I To weed or root up. 

t Mr fbr firee Liberty n/CoiueKiweJ Thui the two fint editioitt 
veid: the word^iiee wis left out in 1674; and WarbartcmthiBla for 
<he wone; free L&erty bebng * uoit besntifal and aatirieal peri* 
phniu for iicentMNuae*!, whkh is the idea (he author heie iotended 
Co give ns. 

I The King bbiog driven ftom the Firliament, no legal aets of 
VtaXmaeat eooU be made ; therelbte, when the Loids and Comr 
moiis had agreed upon any hill, they pubBshed it, and reqwnd 
ohed hfo c e to it, ander the title of * An Ordinance of Lords and 
Commons,* and sometimes, * An Ordinanee of Fuliament.' 

i IntemecimvnrJ\ Awarof mtttoaldcacmetlon. 
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And many to defend that futh, 
Foug^ht it out mordicus* to death ; 
But no beast ever was so slight. 
For man, as for his God, to fight. 
They have more wit, alas ! and know 
Themselves and us better than so : 
But we, who only do infase 
The rage in tliem like doute-feus, 
'Tis our example that instils 
In them the' infection of our ills. 
For, as some late philosophers 
Have weU observed, beasts that converse 
With man take after him, as hogs 
Get pigs all the* year, and bitches dog^. 
Just so, by our example, cattle 
L<eam to give one another battle. 
We read in Nero's time, the Heathen, 
When they destroyed the Christian brethren. 
They sew'd them in the skins of bears. 
And then set dogs about their ears ; 
From whence, no doubt, tli' invention came 
Of this lewd antichristian game.' 
To this, quoth Ralpho, * Verily 
The point seems very plain to me ; 
It is an antichristian game. 
Unlawful both in thing and name. 
First, for the name ; the word Bear-baiting 
Is carnal, and of man's creating ; 
For certainly there's no such word 
In all the Scripture on record; 
Therefore unlawful, and a sin ; 
And 80 is (secondly) The thing : 

* MwOau.^ I e. with iheit teetli. 
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A vile assembly 'tis, that caa 

No more be proved by Scripture, than 

Provincial, Classic, Natioiud, 

Mere human creature-cobwebs all. 

Thirdly, It is Idolatrous; 

For when men run a-whoring thus 

With their inventions, whatsoe'er 

The thing be, whether Dog or Bear, 

It is idolatrous and pagan, 

No less than worshipping of Dagon.' 

Quoth Hudibras, < I smell a rat , 
Balpho, thou dost prevaricate : 
For though the thesis which thou lay'st 
Be true ad amussim, as thou say'st ; 
(For that Bear-baiting sfaottld appear 
Jure divhw lawfuller 
Than Synods are, thou dost deny 
ToHdem verbis, so do I) 
Yet there's a fallacy in this ; 
For if by sly komceoHs, 
TuaHs pro crepiiUy an art 
Under a cough to slur a ^t. 
Thou would'st sophistically imply- 
Both are unlawful; i deny.* 
< And I (quoth Ralpho) do not doubt 
But Bear-baiting may be itiade out 
In gospel-times, as lawful as is 
Provincial, or Parochial Ciassis ; 
And that both are so n«ar of kin» 
And like in all, as Well as sin, 
That put 'em in a bag, and shake 'em. 
Yourself o' th' sudden would mistake 'em. 
And not know which is which, unless 
You measu^ by their wickedness ; 
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For 'tis not hard to' imagine whether 

O' th' two is worst, though I name neither.' 

Quoth Hudibras, ' Thou offer'st much, 
But art not able to keep touch. 
JkRra de lente, as 'tis i' th' adage. 
Id est, to make a leek a cabbage ; 
Thou wilt at best but suck a bull. 
Or shear swine, all cry and no wool ; 
For what can Synods have at all. 
With Bear that's analogical ? 
Or what relation has debating 
Of Church*afiairs with Bear-bating? 
A just comparison still is 
Of things ^uadem generiM . 
And then what genvM rightly doth 
Include and comprehend them both. 
If animal, both of us may 
As justly pass for Bears as they ; 
For we are animals no less. 
Although of different specieses. 
But, Ralpho, this is no fit place. 
Nor time, to argue out the case : 
For now the field is not far off, 
"Where we must give the world a proof 
Of deeds, not words, and such as suit 
Another manner of dispute : 
A controversy that affords 
Actions for arguments, not words ; 
Which we must manage at a rate 
Of prowess' and conduct adequate 
To what our place and fame doth promise, 
And all the Godly expect from us. 
Nor shall they be deceiv'd, unless 
We're slur'd and outed by success j 
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Success, the mark no mortal wit. 

Or surest hand, can always hit : 

For whatsoe'er we perpetrate. 

We do but row, we' are rteer'd by Fate, 

Which in success oft diaiihents, 

For spurious causes, noblest merits. 

Great actions are not always true sons 

Of great-and mighty resolutions; 

Nor do the boldest attempts bring f(Mth 

Events still equal to their worth; 

But sometimes fail, and in their stead 

Fortune and cowaidice succeed. \ 

Vet we have no great cause to doubt. 

Our actions still have borne us out ; 

Which though they're known to be so ample. 

We need not copy from example; 

We're not the only person durst 

Attempt this province, nor the first. 

In northern c&ne a valorous knight 

Did whilom kill his bear in fight. 

And wound a Fiddler : we have both 

Of these the objects of our wroth. 

And equal fame and gloiy from 

The' attempt, or victory to come. 

'Tis sung there is a valiant Mamaluke, 

In foreign land yclep'd — — — ,* 

To whom we have been oft compar'd 

For person, parts, address, and beard ; 

Both equally reputed stout. 

And in the same cause both have fought : 

* The trritecs of the General Hitterical Dirtionaryt vol. vi. p. 
391, imagine* * That the cha$in here is to be filled wiib the words 
Sir Samuel Luke, because the line before it is of ten syllables, and 
the iBcasure of the vene genenlly used in this Poem it of dght. 
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He oft in such attempts as these 
Came ofT with glory and success : 
Nor will we fail in the' execution. 
For want of equal resolution. 
Honour is like a widow, won 
With brisk attempt and putting on ; 
With entering manfully, and urging ; 
Not slow approaches, like a virgin.' 

This said ; as erst the Phrygian knight. 
So our's with rusty steel did smite 
His Trojan horse, and just as much 
He mended pace upon the touch ; 
But from his empty stomach groaaM 
Just as that hollow beast did sound. 
And angry answer'd from behind. 
With brandish'd tail and blast fii wind. 
So have I seen, with armed heel^ 
A wight bestride a Common-weal, 
While still the more he kick'd and spur'd. 
The less the sullen jade has rtir'd. 



Canto 2, svbibbas. 
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PART I, CJLhrrO u 



THE ARGUBOSNT. 
Tbe catalo^e tnd eluimeter 
Of the' enemies* beM men of wv. 
Whom, in a bold hanagae, the Knjght 
Defiei, and challenges to fight : 
He» eneounters Talgol, routs the Bear, 
And takes the Fiddler prisoner, 
Conreys him to enchanted castle, 
There shuts him fiut in woodoi Bastile. 



There was an ancient sag^ philosopher 

Tliat had read Alexander Ross over. 

And swore the world, as he could prove. 

Was made of fighting and of love. 

Just so Romances are, for what else 

Is in them aU but love and battles ? 

^ th' fiiBt of these we have no great matter 

To treat of, but a world o' th' latter; 

In which, to do the injur'd right, ' 

We mean in what concerns just fight, 

Certe9 our authors are to blame. 

For to make some well-sounding name 

A pattern fit for modem knights 

To copy out in frays and fights, 

(like those that a whole street do rase 

To build a palace in the place) 

They never care how many others 

They kill, without regard of mothers. 
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Or wives, or children, so they can 

Make up some fierce, dead-doing man. 

Composed of many ingredient valours. 

Just like the manhood of nine tsulors : 

So a wild Tartar, when he spies 

A man that^s handsome, valiant, wise, 

If he can kill him, tiiinks to' inherit 

His wit, his beauty, and his spirit; 

As if just so much he enjoy'd. 

As in another is de8troy*d ; 

For when a giant's slain in fight, 

And mowM o'erthwart, or cleft downright. 

It is a heavy case, no doubt, 

A man should have his brains beat out. 

Because he's tall, and has large bones; 

As men kiU beavers for their stones. 

But as for our part, we shaH teH 

The naked truth of what befel. 

And as an equal ft4end to berth 

The Knight and Bear, but more to troth. 

With neither faction shall take part, 

But ^ve to each his due desert; 

And never coin a formal lie on't. 

To make the knight o'ercome the g^ant. 

This being profest, we've hopes enough. 

And now go on where we left off. 

They rode ; but authors having not 
Determin'd whether pace or trot, 
(That is to say, whether toUutation, 
As they do term't, or succusation*) 
We leave it, and go on, as now 
Suppose they did, no matter how ; 

* ToIlatatioQ md saceussation are terras used here for ambrmg 
and trottiogp. 
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Tet some, from sabtle faintSy hare got^ 

Mysterious Dght it was a trot : 

But let that pass; they now began 

To spur their living engines on : 

For as whip'd tops and bandy'd balls, 

The learned hold, are animals; 

So horses they affirm to be 

Mere engines made by Geometry, 

And were invented first from engines. 

As Indian Bramins were from Peng^uins* 

So let them be ; and, as I was saying. 

They their live engines ply'd, not staying 

Until they reached the fatal champain 

Which the' enemy did then encamp on ; 

The dire Pharsalian plain, where battle 

Was to be wag'd 'twixt puissant cattle 

And fierce auxiliary men. 

That came to aid their brethren ; 

Who now began to take the field. 

As Knight from ridge of steed beheld. 
For as our modem wits behold. 
Mounted a pick-back on the old. 
Much further off, much further he, 
Rais'd on his aged beast, could see ; 
Yet not sufficient to descry 
AU postures of the enemy: 
Wherefore he bids the Squire ride further. 
To* observe their numbers and their order, 
That when their ms^QQft he had known, 
He might know how to fit his own. 
Meanwhile he stop'd his wiUing steed. 
To fit himself for martial deed : 
Both kinds of metal he prepared. 
Either to give blows, or to ward ; 

VOL. IX. E 
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Courage and steel» both of great force^ 
Prepared for better, or for worse. 
His death-charg'd pistols he did fit well. 
Drawn out from life-preserving victual. 
These being prim'd, with force he labour'd 
To tree's sword from retentive scabbard ; 
And after many a painful pluck. 
From rusty durance he bail'd tuck : 
Then shook himself to see that prowess 
In scabbard of his arms sat loose ; 
And, rais'd upon his desperate foot. 
On stirrup-»de he gaz'd about, 
Portending blood, like blazing star. 
The beacon of approaching war. 
Ralpho rode on with no less speed 
Than Hugo in the forest did ;* 
But far more in returning made ; 
For now the foe he had surveyed, 
Rang'd, as to him they did appear. 
With van, main-battle, wings and rear. 
V th' head of all this warHke rabble, 
Crowderof march'd, expert and able. 
Instead of trumpet, and of drum. 
That makes the warrior's stomach come. 
Whose noise whets valour sharp, like beer. 
By thunder tum'd to vinegar, 

* Thiu altered in the editkm of 1674: 

The Squire advancM with greatn* speed 
Than eoald b' expected fttHtflds tteed. 

For Hugo^ aee Davenant'f Oondibert. 
t So called, ftom cmpd, a fiddle. Hun wa« one Jaduoo, a mil- 
liner, who lived in the New Exchange in the Stnuid. He had £»«• 
merly been in the service of the Roundheads, and had lost a ler in 
it; this brought him to decay, so that he was obUged to serane 
upon a fiddle, Ikom one alehouie to another, ftr his bread. 
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(For if a trumpet sound, or drum beatf 
Who has not a month^s mind to combat ?) 
A squea^ng engine he applied 
Unto his neck, on north-east ade. 
Just where the hangman does dispose. 
To special friends iLe knot of noose : 
For 'tis great grace, when statesmen straight 
Dispatch a friend, let others wait. 
His warped ear hung o'er the strings, 
Which was but souse to chitterlings : 
For guts, some write, ere they are sodden. 
Are fit for music or for pudding; 
From whence men borrow every land 
Of minstrelsy by string or wind* 
His grisly beard was long and thick. 
With which he strung hk fiddlestick; 
For he to horse-tail scom'd to owe 
For what on his own chin did grow. 
Chiron, the four-leg'd bard, had both 
A beard and tul of his own growth : 
And yet by authors 'tis aver'd. 
He made use only of his beard. 
In Staffordshire, where virtuous worth 
Does raise the minstrelsy, not birth. 
Where bulls do choose the boldest king 
And ruler, o'er the men of string, 
(As once in Persia, 'tis said. 
Kings were prochum'd by a horse that neig^'d) 
He bravely, venturing at a crown. 
By chance of war was beaten down. 
And wounded sore : his leg then broke. 
Had got a deputy of oak; 
For when a shin in fight is cropt. 
The kn^e with one of timber's propt. 
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Esteem'd more honouraJale thaa the' otiier. 
And takes place, though the younger brother. 

Next march'd brave Orsin,* famous for 
Wise conduct, and success in war; 
A skilful leader, stout, severe. 
Now Marshal to the champion Bear. 
With truncheoa tip'd with keoti hea()« 
The warrior to the lists he led; 
With solemn march, and stately pauce> 
But far more grave and solemn face ; 
Grave as the £mperor of Pegu, 
Or Spanish potentate, Don Diego. 
This leader was of knowledge great. 
Either for charge or for retreat : 
He knew when to fall on peU-mell, 
To fall back and retreat as well. 
So lawyers, lest the Bear defendant. 
And plaintiff Dog, should make an end on't. 
Do stave and tail with Writs of £rror« 
Reverse of Judgment, and Demurrer, 
To let them breathe awhile, and then 
Cry ' Whoop,* and set them on again. 
As Romulus a wolf did rear. 
So he was dry-nurs'd by a bear. 
That fed him with the purchased prey 
Of many si fierce and bloody fray; 
Bred up, where discipline most rare is, 
In military garden-Paris ; 
For soldiers, heretofore, did grow. 
In gardens, just as weeds do now. 



* Orsm, Joshaa OosUng, who kept bean at Paris-garden, in 
SoQthwark. He stood hard and fast for the Rump Pailiainent. 
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Until some play-foot politicians 

To* Apollo offer'd up petitions 

For licenfflng a new invention 

They 'ad fbond out of an antique engine. 

To root out all the weeds, that grow 

In public gardens, at a blow. 

And leave th' herbs standing :— Quoth Sir Sun, 

* My fiiends, that is not to be done.* 

< Not done ! (quoth Statesmen ;) Yes, an*t please ye. 
When *tis once known, you*U say 'tis easy.* 

* Why then let's know it,* quoth Apollo : — 

* Well beat a drum, and they'll all follow.' 

•A drum! (quoth Phcebus ;) Troth thafs true, 
- A pretty* invention, quaint and new : 
But though of voice and instrument 
We are the* undoubted preadent. 
We such loud music do not profess. 
The Devil is master of that office. 
Where it must pass ; if *t be a drum, 
He*U Mgn it with Cler. Pari, Bom, Com,* 
To him apply yourselves, and he 
Will soon dispatch you for his fee.* 
They did so, but it proved so iU, 
They *ad better let 'em grow there still.-— 
But to resuQie what we discoursing 
Wereonbefore; that is, stout Orsin ; 
That which so oft by sundry writers 
Has been applied to' almost all fighters, 
More justly may be* ascrib'd to this 
Than any other warrior, fviz.J 

* The house of eomiDoiu, eren befiwe the Enmp had miadaed 
the kii^, and expelled the home (tf lords, usurped many branches 
of the royal prerogatiTe, and pardentaily this, for giantinK Ueenees 
ftr new inventions. 
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None ever acted both parts bolder. 

Both of a chieftain^and a soldier. 

He was of great descent, and high 

For splendour and antiquity. 

And from celestial origine' 

Deriv'd himself in a right line $ 

Not as the ancient heroes did. 

Who, that their base-births might be hid^ 

(Knowing they were of doubtful gender. 

And that they came in at a window) 

Made Jupiter himself, and others 

O' the* gods, gallants to their own mothers^ 

To get on them a race of champions, 

(Of which old Homer first made lampoons,) 

Arctophylax,* in northern sphere, 

Was his undoubted ancestor ; 

From him his great forefathers came. 

And in all ages bore his name : 

Learn'd he was in med'cinal lore. 

For by his side a pouch he wore. 

Replete with strange hermetic powder. 

That wounds nine miles point-blank would solder ; 

By skilful chemist, with g^eat cost, 

Extracted from a rotten post ; 

But of a heav'nlier influence 

Than that which mountebanks dispense ; 

Though by Promethean fire made. 

As they do quack that drive that trade. 

For as when slovens do amiss 

At others' doors, by stool or piss^ 

The learned write,-]- a red-hot spit 

Being prudently applied to it, 

* A star iMtr Una Mtjor, called Bootee, 
t A banter upon Sir Kenelm Digby'i discoane coneenuns the 
cure of woQikb by tympttby. 
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Will convey mischief from the dun[^ 

Unto the part that did the wrong ; 

So this did healing, and as sure ^ 

As that did mischief, this would cure. 

Thus virtuous Orsin was endued 
With learning, conduct, fortitude 
Incomparable ; and as the prince 
Of poets, Homer, sung long since, 
A skilful leech is better far* 
Than half a hundred men of war ; 
So he appeared, and by his skill. 
No less than dint of sword could kill. 

The gallant Bruin march'd.next him. 
With visage formidably grim, 
And rugged as a Saracen, 
Or Turk of Mahomet's own kin, 
Clad in a mantle de la gverre 
Of rough impenetrable fur ; 
And in his nose, like Indian king. 
He wore, for ornament, a ring ; 
About his neck a threefold goi^et. 
As rough as trebled leathern target ; 
Armed, as heralds cant, and langued,' 
Or, as the vulgar say, sharp-fanged : 
For as the teeth in beasts of prey 
Are swords, with which they fight in fray. 
So swords, in men of war, are teeth 
Which they do eat their victual with. 
He was by birth, some autiiora write, 
A Russian, some n Muscovite, 

* * A wiie physician skiU'd oar woonds to heal, 
Is more than irraiei' to the public weal.' 

Ftpe't Homer. 
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And 'mong the Cossacks had been bred. 

Of whom we in Diumals read, 

That serve to fill up pages here. 

As with their bodies ditches there. 

Scrimansky was his cousin-german. 

With whom he serv'd, and fed on vermin ; 

And when these fail'd, he'd suck his claws. 

And quarter himself upon his paws : 

And though his countrymen, the Huns, 

Bid stew their meat between their bums 

And the' horses' backs o'er which they straddle. 

And every man ate up his saddle ; 

He was not half so nice as they. 

But ate it raw when 't came in's way 

He 'ad trac'd the countries far and near, 

More than Le Blanc, the traveller. 

Who writes, he spous'd in India, 

Of noble house, a lady gay. 

And got on her a race of worthies 

As stout as any upon earth is. 

Full many a fight for him between 

Talgol and Orsin oft had been. 

Each striving to deserve the crown 

Of a sav'd citizen ; the one 

To g^ard his Bear, the other fought 

To aid his Dog ; both made more stout 

By several spurs of neighbourhood. 

Church-fellow-membership, and blood; 

But Talgol, mortal foe to cows, 

Never got aught of him but blown s 

Blows hard and heavy, such as he 

Had lent, repaid with usury. 
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Yet Talgol* was of courage stout, 
And Tanquish'd oft'ner than he fought ; 
Inur'd to labour, sweat, and toil* 
And, like a champion, shone with oil : 
Bight many a widow his keen blade. 
And many fatherless, had made ; 
He many a boar and huge dun-cow 
Did, like another Guy, overthrow ; 
But Guy with him in fight compared. 
Had like the boar or dun-cow fiur'd : 
With greater troops of sheep he' had fought 
Than Ajax, or bold Don Quixote ; 
And many a serpent of fell kind. 
With wings before and stings behind. 
Subdued ; as poets say, long ^gone, 
Bold Sir George, Saint George, xlid the Dragon. 
Nor engine, nor device polemic^ 
Disease, nor doctor epidemic. 
Though stor'd with deletery med'cines, 
(Which whosoever took, is dead since,} 
E'er sent so vast a colony 
To both the under-worlds as he ; 
For he was of that noble trade 
That demi-gods and heroes made. 
Slaughter, and knocking on the head» 
The trade to which they all were bred ; 
And is» like others, glorious when 
'Tis g^eat and large, but base, if mean ; 
The former rides in triumph for it. 
The latter in a two-wheel'd chariot, 

• TalgoL'] A butcher in Newgate market, who Afterwards ob- 
t^oed A capttia*s commission for his lebellious bravery »t Naseby. 
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For daring to profane a thing 
So sacred, with vile bungling. 

Next these the brave Magnano* came, 
Magnano, g^at in martial fame ; 
Yet when with Orsin he wag*d fight, 
*Tis simg he got but little by*t r 
Yet he was fierce as forest-boar, 
'Whose spoils upon his hack he wore. 
As thick as Ajax's seven-fold shield. 
Which o'er his brazen arms he held ; 
But brass was feeble to resist 
The fury of his armed fist ; 
Nor could the hardest iron hold out 
Against his blows, but they would through't. 

In magic he was deeply read. 
As hef that made the brazen-head; 
Profoundly skiU'd in the black art. 
As Bnglish Merlin for his heart ; 
But far more skilful in the spheres, 
Than he was at the sieve and shears. 
He could transform himself in colour. 
As like the devil as a collier ; 
As like as hypocrites, in show. 
Are to true saints, or crow to crow. 

Of warlike engines he was author, 
Devis'd for quick dispatch of slaughter : 
The cannon, blunderbuss, and saker. 
He was the* inventor of and maker : 



* Magnono.'i Siine<»i Wait, a tinker, Mfunous an Independent 
preacher as Barro'ws ; who. with equal blaspheiBy, would style- 
Oliver Cromwell the archangel giving battle to the devik 

t HftJ Friar Bacon. 
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The trumpet and the kettle-drum 

I>id both from his invention come. 

He was the first that e'er did teach 

To make, and how to stop a breach. 

A lance he bore with iron pike, 

Th' one half would thrust, the other strike ; 

And when their forces he had join'd,. 

He scom'd to turn his parts behind. 

He Trulla* lov'd, Trulla, more bright 
Than burnishM armour of her knight; 
A bold virago, stout and tall. 
As Joan of France, or English Moll :f 
Through perils both of wind and limb. 
Through thick and thin she foUow'd him 
In every adventure he' undertook. 
And never him or it forsook: 
At breach of wall, or hedge surprise. 
She shar'd i' th' hazard and the prize ; 
At beating quarters up, or forage, 
Behav'd herself with matcliless courage. 
And laid about in fight more busily 
Than the' Amazonian Dame Penthesile. 
And though some critics here cry shame. 
And say our authors are to blame. 
That (spite of all philosophers. 
Who hold no females stout but bears; 



* TruStuI The daughter of James Spencer : so called, becaoie 

tinker*! wife or mistress was commonly called his trulL 

t AUnding. probably, to Mary Carlton, eailed KentUh MtU, bat 

moK commonly The German i'rirue?* } a (lerson notorious at the 

this First Part of Hudibras was published. She was trans* 

to Jamaica, 1671 ; but returning from transportatioa too 

soon, die was hanged at Tybam, Jan. 32, 1673. 
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And heretofore did so abhor 

That women should pretend \.<i war. 

They would not suffer the stout'st dame 

To swear by Hercules's name) 

Make feeble ladies, in their works. 

To fight like termagants an^ Turks ; 

To lay their native arms'aside. 

Their modesty, and ride astride ; 

To run a-tilt at men, and wield 

Their naked tools in open field ; 

As stout Armida, bold Thalestris, 

And she that would have been the mistress 

Of Gondibert, but he had grace. 

And rather took a country lass; 

They say 'tis false without all sense. 

But of pernicious consequence 

To government, which they suppose 

Can never be upheld in prose ; 

Strip Nature naked to the skin. 

You'll find about her no such tiling. 

It may be so, yet what we tell 

Of Trulla, that's improbable. 

Shall be depos'd by those have seen'tj 

Or, what's as good, produced in print ; 

And if they will not take our word, 

We'U prove it true upon record. 

The upright Cerdon* next advanc't. 
Of all his race the valiant'st : 
Cerdon the Great, renown'd in song. 
Like Herc'les for repair of wrong : 
He rais'd the low, and fortified 
The weak against the strongest side : 

* («n/ofL] A oii&«yed coUer, like his brother Colonel Hewson : 
his chief talent lay in preachintf . 
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111 has he read, that nerer hit 

On him in Muses' deathless writ. 

He had a weapon keen and fierce, 

That through a bull-hide shield would pierce, 

And cut it in a thousand pieces. 

Though tougher than the Knight of Greece his, 

With whom his black-tfaumbM ancestor 

Was comrade in the ten years* war. 

For when the restless Greeks sat down 

So many years before Troy town. 

And were renown'd, as Homer writes. 

For well-^ol'd boots no less than fights, 

They owM that glory only to 

His ancestor, that made than so. 

Fast friend he was to Reformation, 

Until 'twas worn quite out of fashion ; 

Next rectifier oi wry law. 

And would make three to cure one flaw. 

Learned he was, and could take note, 

Transcribe, collect, translate, and quote : 

But preaching was his chiefest talent,* 

Or argument, in which b'ing valiant, 

• Mechanics of all «)rt» were then Pi«atrhen, and some of them 
nach followed and admired by ihe mob. * I am to tcU ihec, Chm- 
t«n Reader, («ays Dr. Featley, in a preface to his Dipper dipped, 
lW7)this new year of new (,-faanget, never heard of in funaer 
■ges, namely, of staUes turned into temples, and, I will beg leave 
to add, temples turned into stables, (as was that of St. Panrs, and 
■»ny more) stalls into quires, shopboards into eommunion-tables, 
tubs mto pulpits, aprons into linen ephods, and mechaaics of the 
lowest rank into priests of ihe high places.— I wonder that our 
dooT'posts and walls sweat not, ui>on which such notes as these 
have been lately affixed; ♦'on such a day, such a brewer's clerk 
exereiseth ; rack a tailov expoundeth ; such a waterman teacheth." . 
-•If cooks, instead of mincing their meat, fldl upon dividing of the 
won!; if tailors leap op from the shopboard into the pulpit, and 
patch np sennom out of stolen shreds; if not only of the lowest 

VOX, IX. p 
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He libM to lay about and stickle, 

like ram or bull at Conventicle : 

For disputants, like rams and bullfly 

Do fight with arms that spring from sculb. 

Last Colon* came, bold man of war, 
DestinM to blows by fatal star; 
Right expert in command of horse. 
But cruel, and without remorse. 
That which of Centaur long ago 
Was said, and has been wrested to 
Some other knights, was true of this. 
He and his horse were of a piece ; 
One spirit did inform them both. 
The self-same vigour, fury, wroth ; 
Tet he was much the rougher parl^ 
And always had a haider heart. 
Although his horse had been of those 
That fed on man's flesh, as fame goes : 
Strange food for horse \ and, yet, alas ! 
It may be true, for flesh is grass. 
Sturdy he was, and no less able 
Than' Hercules to clean a stable ; 
As gfreat a drover, and as great 
A critic too, in dog or neat. 
He rip'd the womb up of his mother. 
Dame TeUus, 'cause she wanted fother. 
And provender, wherewith to feed 
Himself and his less cruel steed. 
It was a question whether he 
Or*s horse were' of a fiunily 

of the people, as fat Jeroboam*! time, prietts are comeeiated to the 
MosttUigh God--Do we manrel to'tee sttch eonfuiMm in the Cboiek 
•I there ii 1' 
* Cokn.'} Ned Ferry, aa bottler. 
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More worshipful ; liU antiquaries 

(After they 'ad almost por'd out their eyes) 

Did very learnedly decide 

The business on the horse's nde ; 

And prov'd not only horse, but cows. 

Nay pigs, were of the elder house : 

For beasts, when man was but a piece 

Of earth himself, did the' earth possess. 

These worthies were the chief that led 
The combatants, each in the head 
Of lus command, with arms and rage 
Beady, and longing to engage^. 
The numerous rabble was drawn out 
Of several counties round about. 
From villages remote, and shires 
Of east and western hemispheres. 
From foreign parishes and regions, 
Of different manners, speech^ religions, 
Came men and mastiffs ; some to fight 
For fame and honour, some for sight. 
And now the field of death, the lists, 
Were enter'd by antagonists. 
And blood was ready to be broach'd, 
M^en Hudibras in haste approach'd. 
With Squire and weapons to attack 'em ; 
But first thus from his horse bespake 'em : — 

* What rage, O Citizens ! what fury 
Doth you to these dire actions hurry ? 
What oestrum, what phrenetic mood 
Makes you thus lavi^ of your blood. 
While the proud Vies* your trophies boast. 
And unreveng'd walks Waller'sf ghost ? 

* F2e#.] De Viet. t Toflb-.] Sir W. Waller. 
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What towns, what g^arrUons might you^ 
With hazard of this blood, subdue. 
Which now y' are bent to throw away 
In vain untriumphable fray P 
Shall saints in civil bloodshed wallow 
Of saints,* and let the Cause lie fallow ? 
The Causb, for which we fought and swore 
So boldly, shall we now give o'er ? 
Then because quarrels still are seen 
With oaths and swearing^ to begin. 
The Solemn League and Covenant 
Will seem a mere God-dam-me rant ; 
And we that took it and have fought. 
As lewd as drunkards that fall out : 
For as we make war for the Kingf 
Ag^ainst himself, the self-same thing. 
Some will not stick to swear, we do 
For God and for Beligion too ; 
For if Bear-bsdting we allow. 
What good can Reformatian do ? 
The blood and treasure that's laid out 
Is thrown away, and goes for nought. 
Are these the fruits o' th' Protestation, 
The prototype of Reformation, 



* Mr. Walker obiervet, 'That all the cheating, cowtoos, amfai- 
tioiu penons of the land, were united together under the thle of 
the Oodly. the Saints, and shared the fat of the land between 
them ;* and he eallt them *tlie Saints who were canonized no 
where but in the Devil*s Calendar.' HUl. 0f Indeperukncy. 

t llie Presbytertanf, In all their wan against the KiUg, maitt' 
tained still, that they fought for Aim; fbr they pretended to dis- 
tinguish his political person from his natural one; *His political 
person, (they said) must be, and was, with the Parliament, though 
hit natural person was at war n^th them.' 
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Which all the saints, and some, since martyrs. 

Wore in their hats like wedding-g^arters, 

When 'twas resolved by either House 

Six members' quarrel to espouse ? 

Did they, for this, draw down the rabble, 

With zeal and noises formidable. 

And make all cries about the Town 

Join throats to cry the Bishops down* ? 

Who having round begirt the palace, 

(As once a month they do the gallows) 

As iCembers gave the sign about. 

Set up their l^iroats with hideous shout. 

When tinkers bawl'd aloud to settle 

Church-discipline, for patching kettle : 

No sow-gelder did blow his horn 

To geld a cat, but cried < Reform ;' 

The oyster-women lock'd their fish up. 

And trud^d away, to cry ' No Bishop ;' 

The mouse-trap men laid save-alls by. 

And 'gainst Ev'l Counsellors did cry; 

Botchers left old clothes in the lurch. 

And fell to turn and patch the Church ; 

Some cried the Covenant, instead 

Of pudiUng-pies and ginger-bread ; 

And some for brooms, old boots, and shoes, 

Bawl'd out to purge the Common-House ; 

Inkead of kitchen-stulF, some cry 

A Gospel-preaching Ministry; 

And some for old suits, coats, or cloak, 

No Surplices nor Service-book: 

* ' Good Lord ! (nyi the Trut Itiformer, p. 18.) what a deal of 
dirt was thrown in tlie Bbhotw' fkeei ! IVhst in&mooi ballad* 
were rang i What a thick cloud of epidemical hatred hang •uA- 
denly over them ! So far that a dog with a bbek and wlute fiiea 
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A strange harmonious inclination 

Of all degrees to Reformation.* 

And is this all ? Is this the end 

To which these carryings on did tend ! 

Hath Public Faith, like a young heir. 

For this ta'en up all sorts of ware, 

And run int* every tradesman's book. 

Till both tum'd bankrupts, and are broke ? 

Did saints, for this, bring in their plate. 

And crowd as if they came too late ? 

For when they thought the Cause had need on't, 

Happy was he that could be rid on't. 

Did they coin piss-pots, bowls, and flaggons, 

Int' officers of horse and dragoons ? 

And into pikes and musqueteers 

Stamp beakers, cups, and porringers ? 

A thimble, bodkin, and a spoon. 

Did start up living men, as soon , 

As in the furnace they were thrown. 

Just Uke the Dragon's teeth being sown. 

Then was the Cause of gold and plate, 

The brethrens* offerings, conaecrKte, 

Like th' Hebrew calf, and down before it 

The Saints fell prostrate, to adore it : 

So say the wicked-Hind will you 

Make that sarcasmus scandal true. 

By running after Dogs and Bears, 

Beasts more unclean than calves or steers ? 

* Those flights, ivUeh seem moat extmvigtiit ia oar Poet, wei^ 
tetUy excelled by matter 4^ ftec The Seou (in their Lta^ Dt- 
eUa-atwit 16370 bepn their petition against the Coounon Fnjtas 
book thus :«-* We men, women, and chlldien,and servants, haTiac 
eonsideredf&e.* Fw»^9 BifUrf t^Bfud Pltu. 
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Have powerful Preachers pKed their tongues. 

And laid themselves out, and their lungs ; 

Us'd an means, both direot and sinister, 

I' th' pow'r of Gospel-preaching Minister? 

Have they invented tone* to win 

The women, and make them draw in 

The men, as Indians with a female 

Tame elephant inveigle the male ? 

Have they told Providence what it must do, 

Whom to avoid, and whom to trust to ? 

Discovered the* Enemy's design, 

And which way best to countermine ? 

Presdrib'd what ways it hath to worki 

Or it will ne'er advance the Kirk? 

Told it the news o' th' last express. 

And after gvood or bad success « 

Made prayers, not so like petitions 

As overtures and propositions, 

(Such 4^ the army did present 

To their Creator, the Parl'ament) 

In which they freely will confess. 

They will not, cannot acquiesce. 

Unless the work be carried on 

In the same way they have begpin. 

By setting Church and Common-weal 

All on a flame, bright as their zeal. 

On which the Saints were all a-gog. 

And all this for a Bear and Bog ? 

The Parliament drew up petitions 

To' itself and sent them> fike commissionsi. 

To weU-aflTected persons, down 

In every city and great town. 

With power to levy horse and men, 

Only to bring them back again? 
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For this did many, many a mile. 

Bide maniully in rank and file. 

With papers in their hats, that show'd 

As if they to the pillory rode? 

Have all these courses, these eiforts. 

Been tried by people of all sorts, 

Velif et renda, omniinu Tiervie, 

And all to* advance the Cause's service ; 

And shall all now be thrown away 

In petulant intestine fray ? 

Shall we, that in the Covenant swore 

Each man of us to run before 

Another, still in ReformaUon 

Give Dogs and Bears a dispensation? 

How will Dissenting Brethren relish it ? 

What will Malignants say ? Videlicet, 

That each man-swore to do his best 

To damn anil perjure all the rest? 

And bid the DevU take the hin'most. 

Which at this race is like to win most. 

They'll say our business, to Reform 

The Church and State, is but a worm ; 

For to subscribe, unsdght, unseen. 

To an unknown Church-discipline, 

What is it else, but before-hand 

To' engage, and after understand ? 

For when we swore to carry on 

The present Reformation, 

According to the purest mode 

Of churches best reform'd abroad. 

What did we else but make a vow 

To do we know not what, nor how ? 

For no three of us will agp%e 

Where, or what churches these should be; 
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And is indeed the self-same case 

With theirs that swore et cateraa ; 

Or the French League/ in which men vow'd 

To fight to the last drop of blood. 

These slanders will be thrown upon 

The Cause and Work we cany on. 

If we permit men to run headlong 

To' exorbitances fit for Bedlam, 

Rather than Gospel-walking times, 

When slightest sins are greatest crimes. 

But we the matter so shall handle. 

As to remoTe that odious scandal : 

In name of King and Parl'ament, 

I charge ye all, no more foment 

This feud, but keep t;he peace between 

Tour brethren aind your countrymen^ 

And to those places straight repair 

Where your respective dweflings are. 

But to that purpose first surrender 

The Fiddler, as the prime offender, 

Th' incendiary vile, that is chief 

Author and engineer of midchief ; 

That makes division between friends. 

For profane and malignant ends. 

* The Holj- Leagne ia Fnnee, deiigned and made for the eztirpsp 
tim or the Proceatant religion, was the original out of which the 
Moon League and Covenant heie was (with difference only •f cir- 
cwBsiaiiees) OHMt fiiithfally transuibed. Nor did the suoeess of both 
fiffer more than the intent and purpose ; for, after th^ destmetaoa 
of vast namben ef people of all sorts, both ended with the murder 
of two kings, whom they had both sworn to deffend. And as our 
Corenanten swore eferyman to run one before another in the 
vty of Refbniuition, so did the Freachi in the Haly lieague, to 
^eht to the fattt drop of blood. 
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# 

He, and that engine of vile noise,* 
On which illegally he plays. 
Shall f dictum factum J both be brought 
To condign pun'shment^ as they ought. 
This must be done, and I would fain see 
Mortal so sturdy as to gainsay; 
For then I'll take another course. 
And soon reduce you all by force.'—- 
This said, he clap'd his hand on sword. 
To show he meant to keep his word. 

But Talgol,f who had long suppressed 
Inflamed wrath in glowing breast. 
Which now began to n^e and bum as 
Implacably as flame in furnace. 
Thus answer'd him : * Thou vermin wretched. 
As e'er in measled pork was hatched; 

* The thmteoing punishmeitt to the Fiddle, wu moeh Ifte tMb 
threats of the pngmatical troopers to punish Ralph OoUMn's wag. 
fon. Pktin Dealer, vol. i * I was driving,' says he, * into a town npon 
the99thof May, iriwre my waggon was to dine: there came op in 
a gt-eat rage seven or eiglit of the troopers that were quarterad 
there,and asked** What I hushed out my horses for ?"1 toldikfen« 
"to drive flies away.*' But they said, •* I was a Jacobite rMcal, 
that my horses were guilty of h%fa treason, and my waggon 
ong^t to be hanged."— I answered, ** It was already drawn, aad 
within a yard or two of being quartered; bat as to being haosed, 
it was a compliment we had no occasion for, and therefore desired 
tbem to take it back again, and keep it in their own hands tiD 
they had an opportunity to make use of it."— I had no sooner spoke 
these words, but they fell upon me like thandor, stripped ny ear 
tie in a twinkling, and beat me black and blue with my own oak- 
branches. 

fit mny be asked, why Talgol was the first in answering the 
Knight, when it seems more ineumbent upon the Bearward to make 
a deft nee? Probably Talgol might then be a CavaBer; for the 
character the Poet has given him doth not infer the contrary; and 
his answer tarries stroog indications to justify the conuectare. 



Thou tail of Worship, that dost grow 

On rump of justice as of cow ; 

How dar'st thou with that sullen lug]gage, 

O' th' self, old iron, and other baggage. 

With which thy steed of bones and leather 

Has broke his wind in halting hither; 

How durst th', I say, adventure thus 

To' oppose thy lumber against us? 

Could thine impertinence find out 

No work to' employ itself about. 

Where thou, secure fi:om wooden blow. 

Thy busy vanily might show ? 

Was no dispute a-foot between 

The caterwauling Bretluren i 

No subtle question rais'd among 

Those out-o'-their wit% and those i'.th' wrong? 

No prize between those combatants 

<y iJi.' times, the land and water-saints. 

Where thou migh'st stfckle, without hazard 

Of outrage to thy hide and mazzard. 

And not, for want of business, come 

To us to be thus troublesome. 

To interrupt our better sort 

Of disputants, and spoil our sport ? 

Was there no felony, no bawd. 

Cut-purse, nor burglary abroad ? 

No stolen pig, nor plunder'd goose. 

To tie thee up from breaking loose ! 

No ale unlicensed, broken hedge. 

For which thou statute might'st allege. 

To keep thee busy, from foul evil. 

And shame due to thee from the devil ? 

Did no Committee sit, where he 

Blight cut out journey-work for thee. 
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And set th' a taric, inth subordination. 
To stitch up sale and sequestration; 
To cheat, with holinesiB and zea]. 
All parties and the common-weal? 
Much better had it been for -diee 
He 'ad kept thee where th' art us'd to be. 
Or sent th' on bu«ness any whither. 
So he had never brought thee hither: 
But if th' hast brain enough in dcull 
' To keep itaelf in lodging whole. 
And not provoke the rage of stones. 
And cudgels, to thy hide and bones. 
Tremble, and vanish while yioii may'st, . 
Which I'll not promise if thou stay'st.'— • 
At this the Knight grew high in wroth. 
And lifting hands and eyes up both. 
Three times he smote on stomach stout. 
From whence, at length, these words broke out - 

* Was I for this entitled Sir/ 
And girt with trusty sword and spur, 
For fame and honour to wage battle. 
Thus to be brav'd by foe to cattle? 
Not all that pride that makes thee swell 
As big as thou dost blow up veal; 
Nor all thy tricks and slights to cheat. 
And sell ti)y carrion fw good meat ; 
Not all thy magic to repair 
Decay'd old age in tough lean ware. 
Make natural death appear thy work. 
And stop the gangrene in stale pork; 
Not all that force that makes thee proud^ 
Because by bullock ne'er withstood ; 
Though arm'd with all thy cleavers, knivev 
And axes, made to hew down lives, 
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Shall save or help thee to erade 

The hand of Justice, or this blade. 

Which I, her sword-bearer, do carry. 

For civil deed and imlitaiy : 

Nor shall these words, of Venom base. 

Which thou hast from their native place, 

Thy stomach, pumpM to fling on me. 

Go unrevei^^d, though I am free ; 

Thou down the same throat shall devour 'em, 

Like tainted beef, and pay dear for 'em ; 

Nor shall it e'er be said Ibat wight 

With gauntlet blue and bases white,* 

And round blunt truncheon by his side. 

So great a man at arms defied 

With words hr bitterer than wormwood. 

That would in Job or Grizel stir mood. 

Dogs with their tongues their wounds do heaJt, 

But men with hands, as thou shalt feel.' 

This said, with hasty rage he match'd 
His gun-shot, that in holsters watch'd. 
And bending cock, he levell'd full 
Against the' outside of Talgol's skull. 
Vowing that he should ne'er stir further. 
Nor henceforth cow nor bullock murther: 
But Pallas came in shape of Rust, 
And 'twi^ the spring and hammer thrust 
Hor gorgon shield, which made the cock 
Stand stiff, as 'twere transform'd to stock. 
Meanwhile fierce Talgol, gathering might. 
With rugged truncheon charg'd the Knight; 
But he, with petronel upheav'd. 
Instead of shield, the blow receiv'd; 
The gun recoil'd, as weU it mi^t, 
Not us'd to such a kind of fight^ 

* AUooye to hii Mae fitoek an4 wkite apim. 
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And shrunk from its grekt master's g^pe, 
Knock'd down and stoned with mortal stripe. 
Then Hudibraa, with furious haste, 
0rew out his sword ; yet not so fast 
But Talgol first, with hardy thwack, 
Twice bruis'd bis head, and twice his back ; 
But when his nut-brown sword was out, 
With stomach huge he laid about, 
Imprinting many a wound upon 
His mortal foe, the truncheon : 
The trusty cudgel did oppose 
Itself against dead-doing blows, 
To guard his leader from fell bane. 
And then rcveng*d itself again. 
And though the sword (some understood) 
In force had much the odds of wood, 
'Twas nothing so ; both sides were balanc^t 
So equal, none knew which was val'ant'st : 
For wood, with honour being engag'd. 
Is so implacably enrag'd. 
Though iron hew and mangle sore, 
Wood wounds and bruises honour more. 

And now both knights were out of breath, 
Tir'd in the hot pursuits of death ; 
Whilst all the rest amazM stood, still. 
Expecting which should take, or kill. 
This Hudibras obserF'd ; and fretting 
Conquest should be so long a-getting. 
He drew up all his force into 
One body, and that into one blow ; 
But Talgol wisely avoided it 
By cunning slight; for had it hit 
The upper part of him, the blow 
Had slit, as sure aa that below. 
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Meanwhile the' incomparable Cdon^ 
To aid his friend, began to fall on; 
Him Ralph encountered, and straight grew 
A dismal combat t#ixt them two \ 
Th' one arm'd with metal, t'other with wood) 
This fit for bruise, and that for blood. 
With many a stiff thwack, many a ban|^ 
Hard crab-tree and old iron rang^ 
While none that saw them could diyine 
To which side conquest would incline ; 
Until Mag^ano, who did envy 
That two should with so many men vie» 
By subtle strata^m of brain 
Performed what force could ne'er attain } 
For he, by foul hap, having found 
Where thistles grew on barren ground. 
In haste he drew his wei^on out, ' 
And having crop'd them from the root^ 
He clap'd them underneath the tail 
Of steed, with pricks as sharp as nail : 
The angry beast did straight resent 
The wrong done to his fundament. 
Began to kick, and fling, and winee. 
As if he had been beside his sense. 
Striving to disengage from thistle. 
That gaU'd him sorely under his tail; 
Instead of which, he threw the pack 
Of Squire and baggage from his back ; 
And blundering still, with smarting rump, 
He gave the Knight's steed such a thump 
As made him reel. The knight did stoop, 
And. sat on further side aslope. 
This Talgol viewing, who had now 
By slight escap'd the fatal blow. 
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He ralfied, and again fell tot; 

Fop catching foe by nearer foot. 

He lifted with such might and strength, 

As would have hurIM him thrice his length. 

And dash*d his brains (if any) out ; 

But Mars, that still protects ihe stout. 

In pudding-time came to his aid, 

And under lum the Bear convey'd; 

The Bear, upon whose soft fur-gown 

The Knight with all his weight fell down. 

The friendly rug preserv'd the ground. 

And headlong-Knight, from bruise or wound : 

Like feather-bed betwixt a waD^ 

And heavy brunt of cannon-ball. 

As Sancho on a blanket fell. 

And had no hurt, our*s fer'd as well 

In body, though his mighty spirit. 

Being heavy, did not so well bear it. 

The Bear was in a greater fright, 

Beat down, and worsted by the Knight ; 

He poar'd, and rag'd, and flung about. 

To shake off bondage from his snout: 

His wrath inflam'd, boil'd o'er, and from 

His jaws of death he threw the foamj 

Fury in stranger postures threw Mm, 

And more than ever herald drew him : 

He tore the earth, which he had sav'd 

From squelch of Knight, and storm'd and ravM, 

And vex*d the more, because the harms 

He felt were 'gsunst the law of arms : 

For men he always took to be 

GQs friends, and dogs the enemy; 

Who never so much hurt had done hin^ 

As his own ade did falling on him : 
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It grievM him to the guts that thej. 
For whom he 'ad fought so many a fray. 
And seiVd with loss of blood so long, * 
Should offer such inhuman wrong; 
Wrong of unsoldier-like condition) 
For which he flung down his commission ; 
And laid about him, tiB his nose 
From thrall of ring and cord broke loose. 
Soon as he felt himself enlarged. 
Through thickest of his foes he charged. 
And made way through th' amazed crew : 
Some he o'er-ran, and some overthrew. 
But took none; for by hasty flight 
He strove to' escape pursuit of Knight, 
From whom he fled with as much haste 
And dread, as he the rabble chasM ; 
In haste he fled, and so did they. 
Each and his fear a several way. 
Crowdero only kept the field. 
Not stirring from the place he held, 
Thougti beaten down, and wounded sore 
P th' Fiddle, and a leg that bore 
One side of him, not that <^ bone. 
But much its better, the' wooden one. 
He spying Hudibras lie strow*d 
Upon the ground, like log of wood. 
With fright of fall, supposed wound, 
And loss of urine, in a swound. 
In haste he snatch'd the wooden limb 
That hurt i' th' ankle lay by him. 
And fitting it for sudden fight. 
Straight drew it up, to' attack the Knight; 
For getting up on stump and huckle. 
He with the ibe began to buckle, 

q2 
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Vowing to be revenged, for breach 
Of Crowd and skin, upon the wretch. 
Sole author of all detriment 
He and his Fiddle underwent. 

But Ralpho, (who had now begun 
To' adventure resurrection 
From heavy squelch, and had got up 
Upon his legs, with sprained crup) 
Looking about, beheld pernicion 
Approaching Knight from fell mumcian ; 
He snatch'd his whinyard up, that fled 
When he was falling off his steed, 
(As rats do from a fidling house) 
To hide itself from rage of blows; 
And, wing'd with speed and fury, flew 
To rescue Kmght from black and blue ; 
Which ere he could achieve, his sconce 
The leg encounter'd twice and once ; 
And now 'twas rai^s'd to smite again. 
When Ralpho thrust himself between ; 
He took the blow upon his arm. 
To shield the Knight from further harm. 
And joining wrath with force, bestow'd 
On th' wooden member such a load. 
That down it fell, and with it bore 
Crowdero, whom it prop'd before. 
To him the Squire right nimbly run. 
And setting conquering foot upon 
His trunk, thus spoke : * What desperate frenzy 
Made thee (thou whelp of Sin) to fancy 
Thyself and all that coward rabble. 
To' encounter us in battle able ? 
How durst th', I say, oppose thy Curship 
'Gainst armS| authority, and worship, 
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And Hudibras or me provoke. 
Though all thy limbs were heart of oak. 
And th' other half of thee as gt>od 
To bear out blows as that of wood ? 
Could not the whipping-post prevail, 
With all its rhetoric, nor the gaol. 
To keep from flaying scourge thy skin, 
And ankle free from iron gin P 
Which now thou shalt — ^but first our care 
Must see how Hudibras does fare/ 
This said, he gently rais'd the Knight, 
And set him on his bum upright. 
To rouse him from lethargic dump, 
He tweakM his nose, vrith gentle thump 
KnockM on his breast, as iPt had been 
To raise the spirits lodg'd within : 
They, waken'd with the noise, did fly 
Prom inward room to window eye. 
And gently opening lid, the casement, 
Look'd out, but yet with some amazement. 
This gladded Ralpho much to see, 
Who thus bespoke the Knight. Quoth he« 
Tweaking his nose, * You are, great Sir, 
A self-denying conqueror ; 
As high, victorious, and great. 
As e*er fought for the Churches yet. 
If you will give yourself but leave 
To make out what y* already have ; 
That's victory. The foe, for dread 
Of your nine-worthiness, is fled. 
All save Crowdero, for whose sake 
You did th' espousM Cause undertake ; 
And he lies prisoner at your feet. 
To be disposed as you think meet. 
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Either for life, or death, or sale, 

The gallows, or perpetual gaol j 

For one wink of your powerful eye 

Must sentence him to live or die. 

His Fiddle is your proper purchase. 

Won in the service of the Churches ; 

And by your doom must be allow'd 

To be, or be no more, a Crowd : 

For though success did not confer 

Just title on the conqueror ; 

Though dispensations were not strong 

Conclusions whether right or wrong ; 

Although Out-goings did confirm. 

And owning were but a mere term ; 

Yet as the wicked* have no right 

To the* creature, though usurped by might. 

The property is in the saint. 

Prom whom th' injuriously detain't; 

Of him they hold their luxuries. 

Their dogs, their horsey whores, and dice. 

Their riots, revels, masks, delights, 

Pimps, buffoons, fiddlers, parasites ; 

All which the saints have title to. 

And ought to' enjoy, if they *ad their due. 

What we take from 'em ia no more 

Than what was ours by right before : 

For we are their true landlords atill, 

And they our tenants but at will.' 

• It ma principle maintained by the Rebels of thoie days, 
that dominion i« founded on grace, and therefore if a man inmted 
grace, (intheir opinion) if he wa. not a laint or a godly nan,he 
had no nght to any land., good., or cfaattelt. * The Sainti, (as the 

SdTpIIIJiSdJS?'^'***' "^^ ^' ^« ^ '^^ ^ 
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At this the Knight began to rouae. 
And by degrees grow valorous : 
He staled about, and seeing none 
Of all his foes remaiA but one. 
He snatchM his weapon that lay near him. 
And from the ground beg^ to rear him. 
Towing to make Crowdero pay 
For all the rest that ran away. 
But Balpho now, in colder bkM)d, 
His fury mildly thus witiistood : 
* Great Sir,' quoth he, ' your mighty spirit 
Is rsds'd too high ; this slave does merit 
To be the hangman's bunness, sooner 
Than from your hand to have the honour 
Of his destruction ; I that am 
A nothingness in deed and name. 
Did scorn to hurt his forfeit carcass. 
Or ill entreat his fiddle or case : 
Will you, great Sir, that glory blot 
In cold blood, which you gain'd in hot ? 
Will you employ your conquering sword 
To break a Fiddle, and your word? 
For though I fought and overcame. 
And quarter g^ve, 'twas in your name : 
For g^eat commanders always own 
What's prosperous by the soldier done. 
To save, where you have pow'r to kill. 
Argues your pow'r above your will ; 
And that your will and pow'r havje less 
Than both might have of selfishness. 
This pow'r which, now alive, with dread 
He trembles at, if he were dead 
Would no more keep the slave in awe. 
Than if you were a Knight of straw ; 
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For Death would then be his conquercMr, 

Not you, and free him from that terror. 

If danger from his life accrue. 

Or honour from his death, to you, 

'Twere policy and honour too 

To do as you resolv'd to do ; 

But, Sir, 'twould wrong your valour much. 

To say it needs, or fears a crutch. / 

Great conquerors greater glory g^n 

By foes in triumph led, than slain : 

The laurels that adorn their brows 

Are puU'd from living, not dead bouifhs. 

And Uving foes ; the greatest fame 

Of cripple slain can be but lame ; 

One half of him's already slain. 

The' other is not worth your pain ; 

Th' honour can but on one aide li^t. 

As worship did, when y* were dub'd Knight : 

Wherefore I think it better ftr 

To keep him prisoner of war. 

And let him fast in bonds abide, 

At court of justice to be tried ; - 

Where if h' appear so bold or crafty. 

There may be danger in his safety : 

If any member there dislike 

His face, or to his beard have pique ; 

Or if his death wiU save or yield 

Revenge or fright, it is reveal'd,* 

• 
* IfVhen the Rebels had uken a priaoner, tbough they gave bin 
quarter, and promised to save bis life, yet if any of them after- 
wards thought it not proper that he should be saved, it was only 
saying, it was reveaM to him that such a one should die, and they 
hanged him up, notwiUi-ttanding the promises before made ! Dr. 
South observes of Harrison, the regicide, a butcher by profesmn, 
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Though he has quarter, nevertheless 

y have power to hang him when you please ; 

This has been often done by some 

Of our g^eat conqu'rors ; you know whom ; 

And has by most of us been held 

Wise justice, and to some revealM : 

For words and promises, that yoke 

The conqueror, are quickly broke ; 

Like Samson's cuffs, though by his own 

Direction and advice put on. 

For if we should fig^t for the Cause 

By rules of military laws, 

Aud only do what they call^iM^, 

The Cause would quickly fall to dust. 

This we among ourselves may speak ; 

But to the wicked or the weak 

We must be cautious to declare 

Perfection-tnidis, such as these are.' 

This said, the high outrageous mettle 
Of Knight began to cool and settle. 
He lik'd the Squire's advice, and soon 
ResolvVd to see the business done ; 
And therefore charged him first to bind 
Crowdero's hands on rump beMnd, 
And to its former place and use 
The wooden member to reduce, 
But force it take an oath before. 
Ne'er to bear arms against him more. 

Ralpho dispatch'd with speedy haste, 
And having tied Crowdero fast, 

and ptmdiiiag eohmel in the Pai^kuntnt anny, that he was notable 
fbr haTing^ killed levend after quarter given by others, nung these 
troris in doing it: * Cutfed be he who doth the work of the LorA 
twglisendy.* 
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He gave Sir Knight the end of cord. 

To lead the captive of his sword 

tn triumph, whilst the steeds he caught. 

And them to further service brought. 

The Squire, in state, rode on before. 

And on his nut-brown whinyard bore 

The trophy-Fiddle and the case, 

Leaning on shoulder like a mace. 

The Knight himself did after ride, 

leading Crowdero by his aide ; 

And tow'd him, if he lag'd behind. 

Like boat, agunst the tide and wind. 

Thus grave and solemn they march on. 

Until quite through the town they 'ad gone ; 

At further end of which there stands 

An ancient castle, that commands 

The' adjacent parts ; in all the fabric 

You shall not see one stone nor a brick. 

But all of wood, by powerful spell 

Of magic made impregnable : 

There's neither iron-bar nor gate. 

Portcullis, chun, nor boh, nor grate, 

And yet men durance there abide. 

In dungeon scarce three inches wide ; 

With roof so low, that under it 

They never stand, but fie or sit ; 

And yet so foul, that whoso is in. 

Is to the middle-leg in prison } 

In circle magical confin'd, 

With walls of subtle ur and wind. 

Which none are able to break thorougl\. 

Until they're freed by head of borough,* 

Thither arriv'd, the' adventurous Kiught 

And bold Squire from their steeds aUght . 

* t. tf. HetdbonNiglb, or constaMr. 
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At the' outward wall, near which there stands 

A Bastile^ huilt to' imprison hands ; 

By strangle enchantment made to fetter 

The lesser parts, and free the greater : 

For though the body may creep through. 

The hands in g^te are fast enow : 

And when a circle 'bout the wrist 

Is made by beadle exorcist. 

The body feels the spur and switch, 

As if 'twere ridden post by witch. 

At twenty miles an hour pace. 

And yet ne'er stirs out of the place. 

On top of this there is a spire. 

On which Sir Knight first bids the Squire 

The Fiddle, and its spoils, the case. 

In manner of a trophy place. 

That done, they ope the trap-door gate, 

And let Crowdero down thereat ; 

Crowdero making doleful face, 

• like hermit poor in pensive place,'* 

To dungeon they the wretch commit. 

And the survivor of his feet; 

But the' other that had broke the peace. 

And head of Knighthood, they release. 

Though a delinquent false and forged. 

Yet being a stranger, he's enlarged ; 

While his comrade, that did no hurt. 

Is clap'd up fast in prison for't : 

So Justice, while she winks at crimes, 

Stumbles on innocence sometimes. 

• See Hawkins* sixth edHIon of WaUoo*s Angler, p. 110, where 
tin oU song to entitled u inserted. 
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The seatterVl nnit return and rftUy, 
Surround the place; the Knight doea sall:i^ 
And is made priwner ; then they leize 
The' enchanted fort by stonn, release 
Crowdero, and put the' Sqnire in*i place ; 
I should have first said Hudibras. 



At me ! what perits do environ 

The man that meddles with cold iron ? 

What plaguy mischiefs and mishaps 

Do dog him still with after-claps? 

For though dame Fortune seem to smile. 

And leer upon him for a while. 

She'll after show him, in the nick 

Of all his gloriei^ a dog-trick. 

This any man may sing or say 

r th' ditty callM, • What if a Day r' 

For Hu^bras, who thought he 'ad won 

The field, as certain as a gun. 

And having routed the whole troop. 

With victory was cock-a-hoop. 

Thinking he 'd done enough to purchase 

Thanksgiving-day among the Churches, 

Wherein his mettle and brave worth 

Might be explain'd by holder-fortfa. 

And registered by fame eternal. 

In deathless pages of Diurnal, 
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Found in few minutesy to his cost. 
He did but count without his host. 
And that a tumstile is more certain 
Than, in events of waxv dame Fortune. 
For now the htte faint-hearted rout. 
Overthrown and scattered round about, 
Chas'd by the horror of their fear. 
From bloody fray of Knight and Bear, 
(All but the Dogs, who in pursuit 
Of the Knight's victory stood to% 
And most ignobly fought to get 
The honour of his blood and sweat,) 
Seeing the coast was free and clear 
O* the oonquer'd and the conqueror. 
Took heart again, and fiic'd about. 
As if they meant to stand it out : 
For by this time the routed Bear, 
Attack'd by th' enemy i' th' rear. 
Finding their number grew too great v^ 

For him to make a safe retreat. 
Like a bold chieftain ^'d about ; 
But wisely doubting to hold out. 
Gave way to fortune, and with haste 

Fac^d the proud foe, and fled, and £»c'd. 

Retiring stiU, until he found 

He M got the^ advantage of the ground,. 

And then as valiantly made head 

To check the foe, and forthwith fled> 

Leaving no art untried, nor trick 

Of warrior stout and politic. 

Until, in spite of hot pursuit. 

He gatn'd a pass, to hold dispute 

On better terms, and stop the course. 

Of the proud foe. With all his force 
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He bravely charged, and for awhile 

Forc'd their whole body to reccnl ; 

But still their numbers so increas'd. 

He found himself at length oppressed. 

And all evasions so uncertain. 

To save himself for better fortune. 

That he resolved, radier than yield, 

To die with honour in the field, 

And seU his hide and carcase at 

A price as high and desperate 

As e'er he couJd. This resolutioa 

He forthwith put in execution, 

And bravely threw himself among 

The enemy, i' th' greatest throng : 

But what could single valour do. 

Against so numerous a foe ? 

Tet much he did, indeed too much 

To be believ'd, where the' odds were mixh; 

But on* against a multitude. 

Is more than mortal can make good: 

For while one party he oppos'd. 

His rear was suddenly inclos'd. 

And no room left him for retreat. 

Or fig^t against a foe so great. 

For now the Mastives, charging home. 

To blows and handy-gripes were cmne ; 

While manfully himself he bore. 

And setting his right foot before. 

He rais'd himself to show how tall 

His person was above them all. 

This equal shame and envy stirr'd 

In the' enemy, that one should beard 

So many warriors, and so stout. 

As he had done, and stav'd it out. 
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IHsdaining to lay down his anns, 
And yield on honourable terms. 
Bnraged thus, some in the rear 
Attaek'd him, and some every where. 
Till down he fell ; yet falling fought. 
And, being down, still kid about ; 
As Widdrington,* in doleiiil dumps. 
Is said to fight upon his stumps. 
But all, alas ! had been in vain. 
And he inevitably slain. 
If Trulla' and Cerdon in the nick 
To rescue him had not been quick : 
For TruUa, who was tight of foot. 
As shafts which long*field Parthians shoot, 
(Bat not so tight as to be home 
Upon the ears of standing com. 
Or trip it o'er the water quicker 
Than witches, when their staves they liquor. 
As some report,) was got among 
The foremost of the martial throng ; 
There pitying the vanquished Bear, 
She call'd to Cerdon, who stood near. 
Viewing the bloody fight ; to whom, 
* Shall we,! quoth she, * stand still hum drum, 
And see stout Bruin, all alone. 
By numbers basely overthrown ? 
Such feats already he 'as achieved. 
In story not to be betiev'd. 
And 'twould to us be shame enougl)^ 
Not to attempt to fetch him ofi*.' 
' I would,' quoth he, ' venture a limb 
To second tbee, and rescue him ; 



• Alluding to tte old faaUad of CliBf7«cliSM. 
ii2 
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But then we must about it strug^ht. 

Or else our aid will come too late ; 

Quarter he 8Coms» he is so stout. 

And therefore cannot long hold out.' 

This said, they wav'd their weapons round 

About their heads» to clear the g^und, 

And joining forces, Isid about 

So fiercely, that the' amazed rout 

Turn'd tail again, and straight begun. 

As if the devil drove, to run. 

Meanwhile they* approach'd the place wherw Bruin 

Was now engaged to mortal ruin : 

The conquering foe they soon assail'd, 

first Trulla stav'd, and Cerdon tail'd. 

Until their Ifastives loos'd their hold : 

And yet, alas ! do what they could. 

The worsted bear came oiF with store 

Of bloody wounds, but all before : 

For as Achilles, dip'd in pond. 

Was anabaptiz'd free from wound. 

Made proof against dead-doing steel 

All over, but the Pagan heel; 

So did our champion's arms defend 

All of him but the other «nd, 

Hu head and ears, which in the martial 

Bncounter lost a leathern parcel : 

For as an Austrian archduke once 

Had one ear (which in ducatoons 

Is half the coin) in battle par'd 

Close to his head, so Bruin far'd ; 

But tttgg'd and ptdPd on t'other side, 

like scrivener newly crucified : 

Or like the late corrected leathern 

Ears of the circumcised brethren, 
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But gentle Tnilk into the' nag 
He wore in's nose conveyed a string. 
With which she marched before, and led 
The warrior to a graasy bed 
(As authors write) in a cool shade, 
Which eglantine and roses made ; 
Close by a softly-murmuring stream, 
Where lovers us'd to loll and dream : 
There leaving him to his repose. 
Secured from pursuit of foes. 
And wanting nothing but a song. 
And a well-tun'd theorbo himg 
Upon a bough, to ease the pain 
His tugg*d ears suffered, with a strain. 
They both drew up, to march in quest 
Of his great leader and tfie rest. 

For Oran (who was more renown'd 
For stout maintaining of his ground. 
In standing fight, than for pursuit. 
As being not so quick of foot) 
Was not long able to keep pace 
With others that pursued the chase, 
But found himself left far behind. 
Both out of heart and out of wind ; 
Griev'd to behold his Bear pursued 
So basely by a multitude. 
And like to fall, not by the prowess, 
But numbers, of his coward foes. 
He rag'd, and kept as heavy a coil as 
Stout Hercules for loss of Hylas ; 
Forcing the valleys to repeat 
The accents of his sad regret : 
He beat his breast, and tore his hair. 
For loss of lu8 dear crony Bear, 
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That Echo, from the hoHow ground* 
His doleful wailings did resound 
More wistfully, by numy timei, 
Than in small poets splay-foot riiymes. 
That makes her, in tibeir ruthful stories. 
To answer to int'rogatories, 
And most unconscionably depose 
To things of which she nothing knows ; 
And when she has said all she can say, 
'Tis wrested to the lover's fancy. 
Quoth he, 'O whither, uncked Bniin, 
Art thou fled P to my*— Echo, < Ruin.' 

* I thought th' hadst scomM to budge a step 
For fear.' Quoth Echo, * Marry guep.' 

* Am not I here to take thy part ? 

Then what has quail'd thy stubborn heart ? 

Have these bones rattled, and this head 

So often in thy quarrel bled f 

Nor did I ever winch of grudge it 

For thy dear sake.' Quoth she, ' Mum budget' 

« Think'st thou 'twill not be laid i' th' dish 

Thou tum'dst thy back ?' Quoth Echo, * Pish.' 

* To run from those th' hadst overcome 
Thus cowardly ?' Quoth Echo, ' Mum.' 
' But what a vengeance makes thee fly 
From me too, as thine enemy ? 

Or, if thou hast no though of me. 

Nor what I have endur'd for thee. 

Yet shame and honour might prevail 

To keep thee thus from turning tail : 

For who would grutch to spend his blood in 

His honour's cause ?' Quoth she, ' a Pudding.' 

This said, his grief to anger tum'd. 

Which in his manly ttomaeh bum'd i 
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Thirst of revenge and wnth» in place 
Of sorrow, now began to blaze. 
He TowM the authors of his woe 
Should equal vengeance undergo. 
And with their bones and flesh pay dear 
For what he suffered, and his Bear. 
This being resolved, with equal speed 
And rage he hasted to proceed 
To action straight, and giving o'er 
To search for Bruin any more. 
He went in quest of Hudibras, 
To find him out where'er he was; 
And, if he were above ground, vow'd 
He'd ferret him, lurk where he would« 

But scarce had he a furlong on 
This resolute adventure gone, 
When he encounter'd with that crew 
Whom Hudibras did late subdue. 
Honour, revenge, contempt, and shame. 
Did equally their breasts inflame. 
'Mong these the fierce Magnano was^ 
And Talgol, foe to Hudibras; 
Cerdon and Colon, warrior's stout, 
And resolute, as ever fought ; 
Whom furious Orsin thus bespoke : 

* Shall we,' quoth hel, * thus basely brook 
The vile affront that paltry ass. 
And feeble scoimdrel, Hudibras, 
With that more paltry ragamuffin, 
Ralpho, with vapouring and huffing. 
Have put upon us, like tame cattle. 
As if til' had routed us in battle ? 
For my part, it shall ne'er be said, 
I for the washing gave my head : 
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Nor did I tiirn my back for fear 
O* th* rascals, but loss of my Bear, 
Which now I'm like to undergo ; 
For whether these fell wounds, or no, 
He has received in fight^ su^e mortal, 
Is more than all my skill call foretel ; 
Nor do I know what is become 
Of Him, more than the Pope of Rome : 
But if I can but find them out 
That causM it (as I shall no doubt. 
Where'er th* in hugger-mugger lurk) 
I'll make them rue their handy-work. 
And wish that they had radier dar'd 
To pull the devil by the beard.' 

Quoth Cerdon, * Noble Orsin, th' hast 
Great reason to do as thou sa3r'st. 
And so has every body here. 
As well as thou hast, or thy bear: 
Others may do as they see good ; 
But if this twig be made of wood 
That wiU hold tack, I'll make the for 
Fly 'bout the ears of that old cur, 
An.d the' other mungrei vermin, Ralph, 
That brav'd us all in his behalf. 
Thy Bear is safe, and out of peril. 
Though higg'd indeed, and wounded v^ ill; 
Myself and Trulla made a shift 
To help him out at a dead fift ; 
And having brought him bravely off. 
Have left him where he's safe enough : 
There let him rest ; for if we stay. 
The slaves may hap to get away.' - 

This said, they sUl engag'd to join 
Their forces in the same design. 
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And forthwith put themselves in search 

Of Hudibras upon their march : 

Where leave we them awhile, to tell 

"Wliat the victorious Knight befel : 

For such, Crowdero being fast 

In dungeon shut, we left him last. 

Triumphant laurels seemM to grew 

No where so green as on his brow. 

Laden with which, as well as tir'd 

With conquering toil, he now relir'3 

Unto a neighbouring castle by. 

To rest his body, and apply 

Fit medicines to each glorious bruise 

He got in fight, reds, blacks, and blues : 

To mollify the' uneasy pang 

Of every honourable bang. 

Which bdng by skilful midwife drest, 

He laid lum down to take his rest. 
But all in vain : he *ad got a hurt 

O' th* inside, of a deadlier sprt. 

By Cupid made, who took his stand 

Upon a widow's jointure land, 

(For he, in all his amorous battles. 

No Mvantage finds, like goods and chatties) 

Drew home his bow, and, aiming right. 

Let fly an arrow at the Knight; 

The shaft against a rib did glapce. 

And gall him in the' purtenance : 

But time had somewhat 'swag'd his pain, 

After he found his suit in vain : 

For that proud dame, for whom his sold 

Was burnt in's belly like a coal, 

(That belly that so oft did ache, 

And sufier griping for her sake, 
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Till purging comfits, and ants' eggs 

Had almost brought him off his legs) 

UsM him so like a base rascallion, 

That old Pyg— (what d' 3^^ call him) malion. 

That cut his mistress out of stone. 

Had not so hard a hearted one. 

She had a thousand jadish tricks. 

Worse than a mule that flings and kicks ; 

'Mong which one cross-grain'd freak she had. 

As insolent as strange, and mad; 

She could love none but only such 

As scom'd and hated her as much. 

'Twas a strange riddle of a L|dy ; 

Not love, if any lov*d her : hey day ! 

So cowards never use their might. 

But ag^nst such as will not fight. 

So some diseases have been found 

Only to seize upon the sound. 

He that gets her by heart, must say her 

The back way, like a witch's prayer. 

Meanwhile the Knight had no small task 

To compass what he durst not ask : 

He loves, but dares not make the motion ; 

Her ignorance is his devotion : 

Like caitiff vile, that for misdeed 

Rides with his face to rump of steed ; 

Or rowing scull, he's fain to love. 

Look one way, and another move : 

Or Uke a tumbler that does play 

His game, and looks another way. 

Until he seize upon the coney ; 

Just so does he by matrimony. 

But all in vain ; her subtle snout 

Did quickly wind his meaning out ; 
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Wluch flhe retumM with too much scorn. 
To be by man of honour borne ; 
Yet much he bore, until the distress 
He suffered from his spiteful mistress 
Did stir his stomsch, and the pain 
He had endur'd from her disdain, 
Tum'd to regret so resolute. 
That he resolv'd to wave his suit. 
And either to renounce her quite. 
Or for a while play least in sight. 
, This resolution being put on. 
He kept some months, and more had done. 
But being brought so nigh by Fate, 
The victory he achieved so late 
Did set his thoughts agog, and ope 
A door to discontinued hope. 
That seemM to promise he mig^t win 
His dame too, now his hand was in \ 
And that his valour, and the honour 
He 'ad newly gain'd mig^t work upon her . 
These reasons made his mouth to water 
With amorous longingpi to be at her. 
Cluoth he unto himself ' Who knows 
But this brave conquest o'er my foes 
May reach her heart, and make that stoop, 
As I but now have forc'd the troop ? 
If nothing can oppugn love. 
And virtue invious ways can prove. 
What may not he confide to do. 
That brings both love and virtue too r 
But thou bring'st valour too, and wit. 
Two things that seldom fail to hit. 
Valour's a mousetnq>, wit a gin. 
Which women oft are taken in : 

Vt>£. IX. X 
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Then, Hudibrtt, why shoiildst thou fear 

To be, that art a conqueror ? 

j'ortune the' audacious doih juvarey 

But lets the timidous miscarry : 

Then while the honour thou hast gT>t ■ 

Is spick-and-span new, {Hping hot, 

Strike her up bravely thou hadst best. 

And trust thy fortune with the rest/ 

Such thoughts as these the Knight did keepu 

More than his bangs or fleas, from ideep ; 

And as an owl that in a bam 

Sees a mouse creeping in the com, 

tSits still, and shuts his round blue eyes, 

As if he slept, until he spies 

The little beast within his reach. 

Then starts, and seizes on the wretch { 

So from his couch the Knight did start. 

To seize upon the widow's heart. 

Crying, with hasty tone, and hoarse, 

< Ralpho, dispatch, to horse ! to horse !' 

And 'twas but time ; for now the rout i 

We left eng^ag'd to seek him out. 

By speedy marches were advanc'd 

tip to the fort where he ensconc'd. 

And all the' avenues had possest 

About the place, from east to west. 

That done, a while they made a halt 
To view the ground, and where t' assault : 
Then call'd a council, which was best. 
By siege or onslaught, to invest 
The enemy ; and 'twas agreed 
By storm and onslaught to proceed. 
This being resolv'd, in comely sort 
They now drew up to* attack the fort .• 



When Hudibris, about to enter 
Upon another-gates adventure. 
To Ralpho called aloud to arm. 
Not dreaming of approaching storm. 
Whether dame Fortune, or the eare 
Of angel bad, or tutelar. 
Did arm, or thrust him on a dangler. 
To which he was an utter stranger. 
That foresight might, or might not, blot 
^I^ glory he had newly g^t ; 
Or^o his shame it might be siud, 
TUcj took him napping in his bed. 
To them we leave it to expound, 
Tliat deal in sciences profound. 

His courser scarce he had bestrid, 
And Ralpho that on which he rid. 
When setting ope the postern gate. 
Which they thought best to sally at^ 
The foe appeared, drawn up and drilFd, 
Ready to charge them in the field. 
This somewhat startled the bold Knight, 
Surprised with the' unexpected sight : 
The bruises of his bones and flesh 
He thougfht beg^ to smart afresh ; 
Till recollecting wonted courage. 
His fear was soon converted to rage. 
And thus he spoke : ' The coward foe. 
Whom we but now gave quarter to^ 
Look, yonder's rallied, and appears 
As if they had outrun their fears ; 
The glory we did lately get. 
The Fates command us to repeat ; 
And to their wills we must succumb. 
Quacungue trahurUf 'tis our doom. 
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This is the same numeric crew 

Which we so lately did subdue ; 

The self-same individuals that 

Did run, as mice do from a cat, 

Wheti we <^ourag^eously did wield 

Our martial weapons in the field. 

To tug for victory : and when 

We shall our shining blades agiun 

Brandish in terror o'er our heads. 

They'll straight resume their wonted dreads. 

Fear is an ague, that forsakes 

And haunts, by fits, those whom it takes ; 

And they^l opine they feel the pain 

And blows they felt to-day again. 

Then let us boldly charge them home. 

And make no doiibt to overcome.' 

This said, his courage to inflame. 
He call'd upon his mistress' name : 
His pistol next he cock'd a-new, 
And out his nutJirown whinyard drew ; 
And placing Ralpho in the f^nt, 
Beserv'd himself to bear the brunt. 
As expert warriors use ; then plied. 
With iron heel, his courser's side. 
Conveying sympathetic speed 
From heel of Knight to heel of steed. 

Meanwhile the foe, with equal rage 
And speed, advancing to engage, 
Both parties now were drawn so close. 
Almost to come to handy-blows. 
When Orsin first let fly a stone 
At Ralpho, not so huge a one 
As that which Diomed did maul 
iEneas on the bum withal ; 
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Yet big enough, if rightly huri'd. 
To' have sent him to another world. 
Whether above ground, or below. 
Which saints twice dipt are destined to, 
Tlie danger startled the bold Squire, 
And made him some few steps retire $ 
But Hudibras advanced to's aid. 
And rous'd his spirits half disma3r'd : 
He wisely doubting lest the shot 
Of the' enemy, now growing hot, 
Ifight at a distance gall, pressed close. 
To come pell-mell to handy-blows, 
And that he might their um decline, 
AdvancM stiU in an oblique line ; 
But prudently forbore to fire. 
Till breast to breast he had got nigh^r ; 
As expert warriors use to do. 
When hand to hand they charge their foe. 
Thb order the adventrous Knight, 
Most spldier-like, observed in fight. 
When Fortune (as she's wont) tum'd fickle. 
And for the foe began to stickle. 
The more shame for her gfoodyriup 
To give so near a fnend the slip. 
For Colon, choonng out 'a stone, 
LevelPd so right, it thump'd upon 
ffis manly paunch with such a force. 
As almost beat him ofi" his horse. 
He loos'd his whinyard, and the rein. 
But laying fast hold on the mane, 
Preserv'd his seat : and as a goose 
In death contracts his talons close. 
So did the Knight, and with one cl^vr 
The trigger of his pistol draw. 

I 2 
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The gun went off; and as it was 
Still fatal to stout Hudibras^ 
In all his feats of arms, when least 
He dreamt of it, to prosper best. 
So now he far'd : the shol^ let fly 
At random 'mong the enemy, 
Pierc'd Talgol's gaberdine, and grazing 
Upon his shoulder, in the pasedng^ 
Lodg'd in Magnano's brass habergeon. 
Who straight, ' A surgeon' cried, ' A surgeon;' 
He tumbled down, and, as he fell. 
Did, ' Murder, murder, murder,' yell. 
This startled their whole body so» 
That if the Knight had not let go 
His arms, but been in warKke plight. 
He 'ad won (the second time) the fight ; 
As, if the Squire had but fall'n on. 
He had inevitably done. 
But he, diverted with the care 
, Of Hudibras's hurt, forbare 
To press the' advantage of his fortune. 
While danger did the rest dishearten. 
For he with Cerdon being engag'd 
In close encounter, they both wag'd 
The fight BO well, 'twas hkrd to say 
Which side was like to get the day. 
And now the busy work of death 
Had tir'd them so, they 'greed to breathe ; 
Preparing to renew the fight^ 
When the disaster of the Knight, 
And the' other party, did divert 
Their fell intent, ujod forc'd them part. 
Ralpho press'd up to Hudibras, 
And Cerdon where Magnano was, 
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Each striving to confinn his party 
With stout enoouragements and hearty. 

Quoth Ralpho, 'Courage, valiant Sir! 
And let revenge and honour stir 
Your spiritsHip ; once more fall on, 
The shatter'd foe begins to run : 
For if but half so well you knew 
To use your victory as subdue. 
They durst not, after such a blow 
As you have given them, face us now; 
But from so formidable a soldier 
Had fled like crows when they smell powder. 
Thrice have they seen your sword aloft 
Wav*d o'er their heads, and fled as oft; 
But if you let them re-collect 
Their spirits, now dismayM and check% 
You'U have a harder game to play. 
Than yet ye *ave had, to get tiie day.* 

Thus spoke the stout Squire, but was heard 
By Hudibras with small regard. 
His thoughts were fuller of the bang 
He lately took, than Ralph's harangue ; 
To which he answer'd, 'Cruel Fate 
Tells me thy counsel comes too late. 
The knotted blood within my hose. 
That frmn my wounded body flows. 
With mortal crisis dodi portend 
My days to appropinque an end : 
I am for action now unfit. 
Either of fortitude or wit: 
Fortune, my foe, begins to frown, 
Resolv'd to pull my stomach down. 
I am not apt upon a wound. 
Or trivial basting, to despond j 
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Yet Pd be loth my days to curtwl ; 
For if I thought my wounds not mofrtaly 
Or that we 'ad time enough as yet 
To make an honourable retreat, 
*Twere the best course ; but if they find 
We fly, and leave our arms behind, 
For them to seize on, the dishonour 
And danger too is such, PH soonef 
Stand to it boldly and take quarter. 
To let them see I am no starter^ 
In all the trade of war no feat 
Is nobler than a brave retreat : 
For those that run away, and fly, 
Take place at least o* the' enemy.' 

This said; the Squire, with active speedy 
Dismounted from his bony steed. 
To seize the arms which, by mischance. 
Fell from the bold Knight in a trance : 
These being found out, and restored 
To Hudibras, their natural lord. 
As a man may say, with might and main 
He hasted to get up again. 
Thrice he astey^d to mount aloft. 
But, by his weighty bum, as oft 
He was pull'd back, till having found 
The* advantage of the rising gfrouttd. 
Thither he led his warlike steed, 
And having plac'd him right, with speed 
Prepared again to scale the beast; 
When Oran, who had newly drest 
The bloody scar upon the shoulder 
Of Talgol, with Promethean powder. 
And now was searching for the shot 
That laid Magnano on the spot. 
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Behel4 the sturdy Squire aforesaid^ 

Preparing to climb up his horse-side ; 

He left his cure, and lajring hold 

Upon lus arms, with courage bold 

Cried out, < 'Tis now no time to dally. 

The enemy begin^to rally ; 

Let us that are unhurt and whole 

Fall on, and happy man he's dole.' 
This said, Uke to a thunderbolt 

He flew with fury to th' assault^ 

Striving the' enemy to attack 

BefcKre he reach'd his horse's back. 

Balpho was mounted now, and gotten 

O'erthwart his beast with active vau'ting, ^ 

Wriggling )^s body to recover 

His seat, and cast his right leg overf 

When Orsin, rushing in, bestow'd 

On horse and man so heavy a load. 

The beast was startled, and begun 

To kick and fling like mad, and run. 

Bearing the tough Squire like a sack. 
Or stout King Richard, on his back; 
Till stumbling, he threw him dowq. 
Sore bruis'd, and cast into a swoon. 
Meanwhile, the Knight began to rouse 
The sparkles of his wonted prowess: 
He thrust his hand into his hose. 
And found, both by his eyes and nose, 
'Twas only choler, and not blood. 
That from his wounded body flow'd. 
This, with the hazard of the Squire, 
inflam'd him with despiteful ire ; 
Courageously he fac'd about. 
And drew his other pistol out; 
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And now had hdf way bent the cock. 
When Cerdon gave so fierce a shock. 
With sturdy truncheon, thwart bis arm. 
That down it fell, and did no harm ; 
Then stoutly pressing on with speed, 
Assay'd to pull him off his st^ed. 
The Knight his sword had only left. 
With which he Cerdon's hewl had cleft. 
Or at the least cpopM off a limb. 
But Orsin came, and rescued him. 
He mth his lance attack'd the Kraght 
Upon his quarters opposite : 
But as a bark, that in foul weather, 
* Toss'd by two adverse winds together. 
Is bnus'd and beaten to and fro. 
And knows not which to turn him to ; 
So far'd the Kmght between two foes. 
And knew not which of them to' oppose t 
Till Ondn, charging with hia lance 
At Hudibras, by spiteful chance 
Hit Cerdon such a bang, as stunM 
And laid him flat upon the ground. 
At this the Knight began to cheer up„ 
And, TMsing up himself on stirrup, 
Cried out, * if^toria ! lie thou there. 
And I shall straight dispatch another 
To bear thee company in death; 
But first ril halt awhile, and breathe i'— • 
As well he might ; fw Orsin, griev'd 
At the wound that Cerdon had received. 
Ran to relieve lum with bis lore. 
And cure the hurt he gave before. 
Meanwhile the Knight had wheelM about 
To^ breathe himself, and next find o^t 
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The' advantage of the g^und, where bes^ 

He might the ruffled foe infest. 

This being resolvM, he spur'd his steed. 

To run at Orsin with full speed. 

While he was busy in the care 

Of Cerdon's wound, and unaware ; 

But he was quick, and had already 

Unto the part apphed remedy ; 

And, seeing the' ene/ny prepared. 

Drew up, and stood upon his guard : 

Then like a warrior right expert 

And skilful in the martial art. 

The subtle Knight straight made a halt, 

And judged it best to stay th' assault. 

Until he had reUer'd the Squire, 

And then (in order) to retire; 

Or, as occasion should invke. 

With forces join'd renew the fight. 

Ralpho, by this time disentranc'd. 

Upon his bnm himself advanc'd. 

Though sorely bruis'd ; his limbs all o'e}* 

With ruthless bangs were stiff and sore ( 

Right fain he would have got upon 

His feet again, to get him g^ne, 

When Hudibras to aid him came. 

Quoth he, (and call'd him by his name) 
* Courage ! the day at length is ours, 
And we once more, as conquerors. 
Have both the field and honour won ; 
The foe is profligate, and run : 
I mean all such as can ; for some. 
This hand hath sent to their long home ; 
And some lie sprawling on the ground. 
With many s^gsash and Woody wound. 



Cxsar himself could never say 

He got two victories in a day. 

As I have done, that can say, twice I 

In one day verdt vidis vici. 

The foe's so numerous, that we 

Cannot so often vincerCi 

As they /»mVe, and yet enow 

Be left to strike an after-blow ; 

Then lest they raUy, and once more 

Put us to fight the business o'er. 

Get up, and mount thy steed; dispatch. 

And let us both their motions watch.' 
Quoth Ralph, ' I should not, if I were 
In case for action, now be here ; 
Nor have I torn'd my back, or hang'd 
An arse, for fear of b^ng bang'd. 
It was for you I got these harms, 
Advent'ring to fetch off your arms. 
The blows and drubs I have received 
Have bruis'd my body, and bereav'd 
My limbs of strength : unless you stoop. 
And reach your hands to pull me up, 
I shall lie here, and be a prey 
To those who now are run away.' 

• That thou shalt not,' quoth Hudibras ; 
' We read the Ancients held it was 
More honourable far $ervare 
Civem, than slay an adversary; 
The one we oft to-day have done. 
The other shall dispatch anon: 
And though th' art of a different church, 
I will not leave thee in the lurch.' 
This said, he jog*d his good steed nigher. 
And steer'd him gently towards the Squire, 



Then bowing down his body, stretch'd 

Itea hand out, and at Ralpho reached ; 

When Tnillay whom he did not mind, 

Charg'd him like lightning behind. 

She had been long in search about 

Kagnano's wound, to find it out. 

But could find none, nor where the shot 

That had so startled him was got : 

But haTing found the worst was past. 

She fell to her own work at last, 

The pillage of tibie prisoners. 

Which in all feats of arms was her's : 

And now to plunder Ralph she flew. 

When Hudibras his hard fate drew 

To succour him ; for as he bow'd 

To^help him up, she laid a load 

Of blows so heavy, and plac'd so well. 

On t' other side, that down he fell. 

* Yield, scoundrel base,' quoth shei * or die ; 

Thy life is mine, and liberty 4 

But if thou think'st I took thee tardy, 

And dar'st presume to be so hardy 

To try thy fortune o'er a-fresh, 

m wave my title to thy fleshy 

Thy arms, and baggage ; now my right ; 

And if thou hast the heart to try't, 

ru lend thee back thyself a while. 

And once more, for that carcass vile, 

tight upon tick.'-^^uoth Hudibras^ 

'Thou offer'st nobly, valiant laas. 

And I shall take thee at thy word. 

first let me rise and take my sword ; 

That sword which has so oft this day 

Through squadrons of my foes mdde \ra^j^ 
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And some to other worlds dispatcht. 
Now with a feeble spinster matcht, 
Will blush, with blood ignoble stain'd. 
By which no honour's to be gun'd : 
But if thou'lt take m' advice in this, 
Consider, whilst tliou may'st, what 'tis 
To interrupt a victor's course. 
By* opposing such a trivial force : 
For if with conquest I come off, 
(And that I shall do sure enough) 
Quarter thou canst not have, nor g^ce 
By law of arms, in such a case ; 
Both which I now do offer freely.* 

* I scorn,' quoth she, • thou coxcomb silly, 
(Clapping her hand upon her breech. 

To show how much she priz'd his speech) 

Quarter or counsel from a foe ; 

If thou canst force me to it, do : 

But lest it should again be said. 

When I have once more won thy head, 

I took thee napping unprepar'd. 

Arm, and betake thee to thy guard/ 

This said, she to her tackle feU, 
And on the Knight let fall a peal 
Of blows so fierce, and press'd so home. 
That he retir'd, and follow'd's bum. 

* Stand to't,' quoth she, • or yield to mercy ; 
It is not fighting arsie'Veraie 

Shall serve thy turn.' — ^This slir'd his spleen 
More than the danger he was in, 
The blows he felt, or was to feel. 
Although they' already made him reel ; 
Honour, despight, revenge, and shame* 
At once into his stomach came ; 
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Which fir'd it so, he rais'd his arm 

Above his head, and rain'd a stonn 

Of blows so terrible and thick. 

As if he meant to hash her quick : 

But she upon her truncheon took them» 

And by oblique diversion broke them. 

Waitings an opportunity 

To pay all back with usury. 

Which long she fadl'd not of; for now 

The Kmght with one dead-doing blow 

Resolving to decide the fight. 

And she with quick and cunning sleight 

Avoiding it, the force and weight 

He charg'd upon it was so great. 

As almost sway'd him to the ground : 

No sooner she the' advantage found. 

But in she flew ; and seconding. 

With home-made thrust, the heavy swing> 

She laid him flat upon his side. 

And mounting on his trunk a-stride. 

Quoth she, ' I told thee what would come 

Of all thy vapouring, base scum! 

Say, will the law of arms allow 

I may have grace and quarter now ? 

Or wilt thou rather break thy word, ^ 

And stain thine honour, than thy sword ? 

A man of war to damn his soul. 

In basely breaking his parole ; 

And when before the fight, th' had'st vow'd 

To give no quarter in cold blood ; 

Now thou hast got me for a Tartar, 

To make m' against my will take quarter, 

Why dost not put me to the sword. 

But cowardly fly from thy word ? 
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Quoth Hudibras, 'The day's thine own; 
Thou and thy stars have cast me down : 
My laurels are transplanted now. 
And flourish on thy conquering brow : 
My loss of honour's great enough. 
Thou needst not brand it with a acoif: 
Sarcasms may eclipse thine own> 
But cannot bhir my lost renown : 
I am not now in Fortune's power. 
He that is down can fall no lower. 
The ancient heroes were illust'rouff 
For being benign, and not blustrous 
Against a vanquished foe : their swords 
Were sharp and trenchant, not their words; 
And did in fight but cut work out 
To* employ their courtesies about/ 

Quoth she, * ^Uthough thou hast deserv'd. 
Base slubberdegullion ! to be serv'd 
As thou didst vow to deal with me. 
If thou hadst got the victory. 
Yet I shall rather act a part 
That suits my fame, than thy desert. 
Thy arms, thy liberty, beside 
All that's on the' outside of thy hide^ 
Are mine by military law. 
Of which I will not bate one straw; 
The rest, thy life and limbs, once more. 
Though doubly forfeit, I restore.' 

Quoth Hudibras, ' It is too late 
For ibe to treat or stipulate ; 
"What thou command'st I must obey : 
Yet those whom I expungM to-day 
Of thine own party, I let go. 
And gave them life ^d freedom too. 
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Both Dogs and Bear^ upon their parole» 
Whoml took prisoners in this quarrel.' 
Quoth Trulla, < Whether thou or they 
I^t one another run away. 
Concerns not me ; but was't not thou 
That gave Crowdero quarter too ? 
Crowdero whom, in irons bound. 
Thou basely threw'st into Lob's pound. 
Where still he lies, and with regret 
His generous bowels rage and fret. 
But now thy carcass shall redeem. 
And serve to be exchanged for him.' 

This said, the Knight did straight^submit^ 
And laid his weapons at her feet. 
Next he disrobed his gabardine. 
And with it did himself resign. 
She took it, and forthwith divesting 
The mantle that she wore, said jesting, 
' Take that, and wear it for my sake (' 
Then threw it o'er his sturdy back. 
And as the French, we ^onquer'd once» 
Now give us laws for pantaloons, 
The length of breeches, and the gathers. 
Port-cannons, fieriwigs, and feathers ; 
Just so the {xroud insulting la89 
Airay'd and dighted Hudihras. 

Meanwhile the other championS) yerst 
In hurry of the iightdisp^ezs'd, 
Arriv'd, when TruUa won the day. 
To share i' th' honour and the pcey* 
And out of Hitdibras's hide 
With vengeance to be satisfied ; 
Which now they were about to pour 
CTpon him in a wooden shower. 

k2 



114 suBiBKAt. Pmrt 1- 

But Tnilla thrust herself between. 
And striding o'er his back ag^n. 
She brandisht o'er her head his sword» 
And Yow'd they should not break her word; 
She 'ad giv'n Mm quarter, and her bloody 
Or theirs, should make that quarter good { 
For she was bound, by law of arms. 
To see him safe from further harms. 

In dungeon deep Crowdero cast 
By Hudibras, as yet lay fsist, 
Where, to the hard and ruthless stones, 
Hfis great heart made perpetual moans ; 
Him she resolv'd that Hudibras 
Should ransom, and supply his place. 

This stop'd their ftiiy, and the basting 
Which towards Hudibras was hasting. 
They thought it was but just and right 
That what she had achiev'd in fight 
She should dispose of how she pkasM ; 
Crowdero ought to be releas'd : 
Nor could that any way b&.done 
So well as this she pitch'd upon : 
For who a better could imagine ? 
This therefore they resolv'd f ingage in. 
The Knight and Squire first they made 
Rise from the ground where they were laid. 
Then mounted both upon their horses. 
But with their faces to the arses. 
Orsin led Hudibras's beast. 
And Talgol that which Ralpho press'd; 
Whom stout Magnano, valiant Cerd(^ « 
And Colon, waited as a guard on ; 
All ushering Trulla in the rear. 
With the' arms of either prisoner. 
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In this proud order and array 

They put themselves upon Uieir way. 

Striving to reach th' inchanted Gast1e» 

Where stout Crowdero* in durance lay still. 

Thither with greater speed than shows 

And triumph over conquer'd foes 

Do use to' allow; or than the hears. 

Or pageants borne before lord-mayors. 

Are wont to use ; they soon arriv'd. 

In order soldier-like contrived. 

Still marching in a warlike posture. 

As fit for battle as for muster. 

The Knight and Squire they first unhorse. 

And bending 'g^nst the fort their force, ^ 

They all advanced, and round about 

Begirt the magical redoubt. 

Magnan' led up in this adventure. 

And made way for the rest to enter : 

For he was sMlfiil in Black Art, 

No less than he that built the fort, 

And with an iron mace laid flat 

A breach, which straight all enter'd at, 

And in the wooden dungeon found 

Crowdero hud upon the ground : 

Him they release from durance base, 

Restor'd to' his Fiddle and his case. 

And liberty, his thirsty rage 

With luscious vengeance to assuage ; 

For he no sooner was at larg^e. 

But Trulla straight brought on the charge, 

And in the self-same limbo put 

The Knight and Squire where he was shut; 

Where leaving them in Hockley-i'-th'-Hol^, 

Their bangs and durance to condole. 
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Confin'd and conjur'd into narrow 
Enchanted mansion, to know sorrow ; 
In the same order and array 
Which they advanc'd, they marched away : 
But Hudibras, who scom'd to stoop 
To Fortune, or be said to droop, 
Cheer'd up himself with ends of verse. 
And sayings of philosophers. 

Quotii he, < Th' one half of man« his mind. 
Is, mi juris, unconfin'd; 
And cannot be laid by the heels, 
Whate'er the other moiety feels. 
*Tis not restraint, or liberty. 
That makes men prisoniers or free ; 
But perturbations that possess 
The mind, or equanimities. 
The whole world was not (lalf so wide 
To Alexander, when he cried. 
Because he had but one to subdue. 
As was a paltry nsorow tub to 
Diogenes ; who is not said 
(For aught that ever I could read) 
To whine, put finger i' th' eye, and sob. 
Because he 'ad ne'er another tub. 
The Ancients make two several kinds 
Of prowess in heroic minds, 
The active and the passive val'ant. 
Both which are pari libra gallant; 
For both to give blows, and to carry« 
In fights are equi-necessary : 
But in defeats, the passive stout 
Are always found to stand it out 
Most desperately, and to out-do 
The active 'gainst a conquering foe. 
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Though we with blacks and blues are suggpill'd. 

Or, as the vulgfar say, are cudgelPd ; 

He that is valiant, and dares fight, 

Though drub'd, can lose no honour by't. 

Honour's a lease for hves to come. 

And cannot be extended from 

The legal tenant : 'tis a chattle 

Not to be forfeited in battle. 

If he that in the field is slain. 

Be in the bed of honour Isdn ; 

He that is beaten, may be said 

To lie in Honour's truckle-bed. 

For as we see the' eclipsed sun 

By mortals is more gaz'd upon 

llian when, adom'd with all his light, 

He shines in serene sky most bright ; 

So valour, in a low estate. 

Is most admir'd and wonder'd at.' 

Quoth Ralph, * How great I do not know 
We may by being beaten grow ; 
But none, that see how here we mt. 
Will judge us overg^wn with wit. 
As Gifted Brethren, preaching by 
A carnal hour-glass,* do imply 
lUnmination can convey 
Into them what they have to say, 

* In thoae dayi there was alwmys an honrislaM stood by the 
inlpic, in a frame of iron made on parpose for it, and fastened to 
the board on which the cuiliion lay, that h might be Tisible to the 
whole congregation ; who, if the sermon did not hold till the glass 
was out, (which was turned op as soon as the text was taken) 
would say that the preacher was lazy ; and if he held out much 
longer would yawn, and stretch, and by those signs signify to the 
preacher, that they began to be weary of his discourse, and wanted 
iabe dismissed. 
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But not how much ; so well enough 
Know you to charge, but not draw off: 
For who, without a cap and bauble. 
Having subdued a bear and rabble. 
And might with honour have come off. 
Would put it to a second proof? 
A politic exploit, right fit 
For Presbyterian zeal and wit.* 

Quoth Hudibras, * That cuckoo's tone, 
Ralpho, thou always harp'st upon : 
When thou at any thing would'st rail, I 

Thou tak'st Presbytery, thy scale. 
To take the height on't, and explain ^ 

To what degree it is profane : 
Whatsoever will not with (thy whatd'-ye^all) 
Thy light jump right, thou call'st Synodical : 
As if Presbytery were a standard 
To size whats'ever's to be slander'd. 
Dost' not remember how this day 
Thou to my beard was bold to say. 
That thou couldst prove Bear-bsdting equal 
With Synods, orthodox and legal ? 
Do, if thou canst, for 1 deny't. 
And dare thee to't with all thy light/ 

Quoth Ralpho, « Truly that is no 
Hard matter for a man to do, 

That has but any guts in's brains, | 

And could beheve it worth his pains : | 

But since you dare and urge me to it, j 

You'll find I've light enough to do it. j 

* Synods are mystical Bear-gardens, ] 

Where elders, Deputies, Churchwardens, ^ 

And other Members of the Court, 
Manage the Babylonish sport ; 
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For Prolocutor, Scribe, and bear-ward, 

Bo differ only in a mere word. 

Both are but several synagogues 

Of carnal men, and Bears and Dogs : 

Both antichristian assemblies, 

To mischief bent as far's in them lies : 

Both stave and tail, with fierce contests. 

The one with men, the other beasts. 

The difference is, the one fights with 

The tongue, the other with the teeth j 

And that they bait but Bears in this. 

In the' other Souls and Consciences ; 

Where Saints themselves are brought to stake 

For Gospel-light and Conscience* sake ; 

Exposed to Scribes and Presbyters, 

Instead of Mastive Dogs and Curs ; 

Than whom they 'ave less humanity, 

For these at souls of men will fly. 

This to the Prophet did appear^ 

Who in a vision saw a Bear, 

Prefigfuring l3ie beastly rage 

Of Church-rule, in this latter age ; 

As is demonstrated at fuU 

By him that baited the Pope's Bull. 

Bears naturally are beasts of prey. 

That live by rapine ; so do they. 

What are their Orders, Constitutions, 

Church-censures* Curses, Absolutions", 

But several mystic chains they make. 

To tie poor Christians to the stake ? 

And then set Heathen officers. 

Instead of Dogs about their ears. 

For to prohibit and dispense. 

To find out or to make offence; 
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Of hell and heaven to dispose, 
To play with souls at fost and loose ; 
To set what characters they please. 
And mulcts on sin or godliness ; 
Reduce the Church to Gospel-order, 
By rapine, sacrilege, and murder ; 
To make Presbytery supreme, 
And Kings themselves submit to them ; 
And force all people, though against 
Their consciences, to torn Saints ; 
Must prove a pretty thriving trade. 
When Saints monopolists are made : 
When pious frauds and holy shifts 
Are Dispensations and Gifts, 
There godliness becomes mere ware, 
And every Synod but a fair. 
Synods are whelps o' th' Inquisition, 
A mungrel breed of like pernicion. 
And growing up, became the sores 
Of Scribes, Commissioners, and Triers ; 
Whose bufflness is, by cunning sleight. 
To cast a figure for men's light. 
To find, in lines of beard and face. 
The phyiognomy of Grace;* 
And by the sound and twang of nose. 
If an be sound within disclose ; 
Free from a crack or flaw of sinning. 
As men try pipkins by the ringing ; 
By black caps underlaid with white. 
Give certain guess at inward light ; 

• There Trim pretended to great ddll in tlui rcipeet; tnd if 
they disl'dced the be«d cr fiiee of a man, they would, for thttrci' 
■on alone, refute to admit hiin> when presented to m Knng, vote* 
he had t^me powerful fciend to nipp<Hrt him. 



Caa^ 5. 1IV1IXBBA4. 121 

Which Serjeants at the Gospel wear. 

To make the Spiritual Calling^ clear. 

The handkerchief about the neck 

(Canonical crarat of Smec»* 

From whom the institution came. 

When Church and State they get on flame^ 

And worn by them as badges then 

Of spiritual Warfiuing-men) 

Judge rightly if Regeneration 

Be of the newest cut in fiiahion : 

Sure 'tis an orthodox opinion. 

That Grace is founded in dominion, 

Great piety consists in pride ; 

To rule is to be sanctified : 

To domineer, and to control, 

Both o'er the body and the soul. 

Is the most perfect discipline 

Of Church-rule, and by right dirine. 

Bell and the Dragon's chaplains were 

More moderate than these by far : 

For they (poor knaves) were glad to cheat. 

To get their wives. and children meat; 

But these will not be fob'd off so. 

They must have wealth and power too ; 

Or else with blood and desolation 

They'll tear it out o' th' heart o' th' nation, 

' Sure these themselves from primitive 
And Heathen priesthood do derive. 
When Butchers were the only clerks. 
Elders and Presb3rters of Kirks ; 

* SmectjiniMii was a wmd of five pOTliamfntiriain, the initjais 
of whofe nameafiNoiied ibeword; thejr wore handkerchiefs about 
thdr necki for a Biaik of diitinetioD. 
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Whose directoi^ was to kill. 

And some believe it is so still. 

The only difference is, that then 

They slaughtered only beasts, now men.^ 

For then to sacrifice afbullock. 

Or, now and then, a child, to Moloch, 

They count a vile abomination. 

But not to slaughter a whole nation. 

Presbytery does but translate 

The Papacy to a free state : 

A common-wealth of Popery, 

Where every village is a See 

As well as Rome, and must maintain 

A tithe-pig metropolitan ; 

Where every Presbyter and Deacon 

Commands the keys for cheese and bacon. 

And every hamlet^s governed 

By's Holiness, the Church's head. 

More haughty and severe in's place. 

Than Gregory and Boniface. 

Such Church must, surely, be a monster 

With many heads : for if we conster 

Wliat in the* Apocalypse we find. 

According to the' Apostle's mind, 

'Tis that the Whore of Babylon 

With many heads did ride upon ; 

Which heads denote the sininl tribe 

Of Deacon, Priest, Lay-elder, Scribe. 

' Lay-elder, Simeon to Levi, 
Whose little finger is as heavy 

s loins of patriarchs, prince prelate. 
And bishop-secular. This zealot 
Is of a mungrel, diverse kind. 
Cleric before, and Lay behind ; 
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A lawless linsie-woolaie brother. 

Half of one order, half another ; 

A creature of amphibious nature. 

On land a beast, a fish in water : 

That always preys on grace or sin ; 

A sheep without, a wolf within. 

This fierce inquisitor has chief 

Dominion over men's belief 

And manners ; can pronounce a saint 

Idolatrous, or ignorant^ 

When superciliously he sifts 

Through coarsest boulter others' gifts ; 

For all men live and judge amiss. 

Whose talents jump not just with his; 

He'll lay c . Gifts with hands, and place 

On dullest noddle Light and Grace, 

The manufacture of the Kirk ; 

Those pastors are but the' handy-work 

Of his mechanic paws, instilling 

Divinity in them by feeling : 

From whence they start up Chosen V essels> 

Ifade by contact, as men get measles. 

So Cardinals, they say, do grope 

At fother end the new-made Pope.' 

' Hold, hold,' quoth Hudibras, < soft fire. 
They say, does make sweet malt. Good Squire^ 
Fettina lente, not too fast. 
For haste (the proverb says) makes waste. 
The quirks and cavils thou dost make 
Are false, and built upon mistake : 
And I shall biipg you, with your pack 
Of fallacies, to Elenchi back ; 
And put your arguments in mood 
And ^gure to be uoderstood. 



1 



124 BtTDiBBAs JPari 1. 

I'll force you by right ratiocination 

To leave your vitilitigalion. 

And make you keep to the' question close. 

And argue dialecHSs.* 

' The question then, to state it first. 
Is, ** Which is better or which worst. 
Synods or Bears ?" Bears I avow 
To be the worst, and Synods thou ; 
But to make good th' assertion. 
Thou say'st they're reaUy all one. 
If so, not worse ; for if they're idemy 
Why then tanhmdem dat tantidem. 
For if they are-*he same, by course 
Neither is better, neither worse. 
But I deny they are the same. 
More than a maggot and I am. 
That both are animaUa 
I g^ant, but not raUonoMa : 
For though they do agree in kind. 
Specific difference we find ; 
And can no more make Bears of these. 
Than prove my horse is Socrates. 
That Synods are Bear-gardens, too. 
Thou dost affirm ; but I say No : 
And thus I prove it, in a word ^ 
Whats'ever Assembly's not impowVd 
To Censure, Curse, Absolve, and ordain. 
Can be no Synod ; but Bear-garden 
Has no such pow'T; ergo^ *tis none. 
And so thy sophistry's o'erthrown. 

* But yet we are beside the question 
Which tiiou didst raise the first contest on ; 

* According: to the rules of logic 
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For that was, " Whether Bears are better 
Than S3aiod-men ?" I say J^egatur, 
That Bears are beasts, and Synods mei^ 
Is held by all : they're better then ; 
For Bears and Dogs on four legs go. 
As beasts ; but S3mod-inen on two. 
'Tis true they all have teeth and nails ; 
But prove that Synod-men have tails ; 
Or that a rugged shaggy fur 
Grows o'er the hyde of Presbyter ; 
Or that his snout and spacious ears 
Do hold proportion with a Bear's. 
A Bear's a savage beast, of all 
Most ugly and unnatural ; 
Whelp'd without form, until the dam 
Has hck'd it into shape and frame : 
But all thy light can ne'er evict. 
That ever Synod-man was lickt. 
Or brought to any other fashion 
Than his own will and inclination. 

* But thou dost further yet in this 
Oppugn thyself and sense ; that is. 
Thou wouldst have Presbyters to go 
For Bears and Dogs, and Bear-wards too 
A strange chimera of beasts and men. 
Made up of pieces heterogene ; 

Such as in Nature never met 
In eodem subjecto yet. 

* Thy other argximents arc all 
Supposures hypothetical. 

That do but beg ; and we may choose 
Either to g^nt them, or refuse. 
Much thou hast said, which I know when 
And where thou stol'st from other men, 

1.2 
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(Whereby 'tiB pliun thy Light and Gifts 

Are all but plagiary shifts) 

And is the same that Ranter* said, 

Who, arguing with me, broke my head. 

And tore a handful of my beard; 

The self-same cavils then I hesurd. 

When being in hot dispute about 

This controversy, we fell out : 

And what thou know'st I answer'd then. 

Will serve to answer thee again.' 

Quoth Ralpho, ' Nothing but the' abuse 
Of human learning you produce ; 
Learning,! that cobweb of the brain, 
Profane, erroneous, and vain ; 
A trade of knowledge as replete. 
As others are with fraud and cheat; 
An art to' incumber Gifts and wit^ 
And render both for nothing fit ; 
Makes Light unactive, dull and troubled. 
Like little David in Saul's doublet: 
A cheat that scholars put upon 
Other men's reason and their own ; 



* The Ranter* were % yile lect that sprang op ia thoie \ 
Altxander Ro«e tffaservei, * lliat they held that Ood, deriliSQgcii, 
heaven, and hell, &c were fietioos andfkUet: that MiMe«,J<i(ia 
Baptist, and Christ, were unpottors ; and what Chrin and th» 
Apostles aequainted the world with, as to matter of religioB, pe^ 
rished wifh them : that preaehing wid praying are nsclwi, and ttit 
preaching is but public lying; that there is an end of aB ninirfry 
and administrations, and people are to be taught immediatdy flwi 
God,*«cc 

t 'I'was the opinion of those tinkers, tailon,8cc.whagofaMS 
Cbefansford at the beginning of the Rebellion, * Hiat kamiiv hrf 
always been an enemy to the Gocpel, and that it were a happy 
Odng if there were no uniyenities, and that aB books were btirnt 
except the BiUc.* 



Canio 3. hujdibiias. 12; 

A fort of error, to ensconce 

Absurdity and ignorance. 

That renders all the avenues 

To truth, impervious and abstruse, 

By making plain things, in debate. 

By art perplexed and intricate : 

For no^ng goes for Sense or Light, 

That will not with old rules jump rig^t ; 

As if rules were not in the schools 

Deriv'd from truth, but truth from rules. 

This Pagan, Heathenish invention 

Is good for nothing but contention : 

For as in sword-and-buckler fight. 

All blows do on the target light; 

So when men argue, the greatest part 

O' the contest falls on terms of art. 

Until the fustian stuff be spent. 

And then they fall to the' argument.' 

Quoth Hudibras, ' Friend Ralph, thou hast 

Outrun the constable at last : 

For thou art fallen on a new 

Dispute, as senseless as untrue. 

But to the former opposite. 

And contrary as black to white ; 

Mere (Usparata ;* that concerning 

Presbytety ; this, human learning ; 

Two things so averse, they never yet 

But in thy rambling fancy met. 

But I shall take a fit occasion 

To' evince thee by* ratiocination. 

Some other time, in place more proper 

Than this we're in j therefore let's stop here^ 

And rest our wearied bones a while. 

Already lir'd with other toil. 

* DUparatiLj Thiogi'iepiiaceandiuililiei 
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ARGUMENT. 



The Kaigfat, by dammbie Magkiao, 
Being cast illegally ia pmon. 
Love brinip hit action on the eaiC} 
And teyi it upon Hudibras. 
How he reeeives the Lady** TinC 
And cunningly solicits his suit, 
Which she defers i yet, on parole, 
Redeems him ftom the* inchanted hole* 



But now, to' observe Romantic method. 

Let bloody steel a while be sheathed ; 

And all those harsh and rugged sounds 

Of bastinados, cuts, and wounds. 

Exchanged to love's more gentle style. 

To let our reader breathe a while : 

In which, that we may be as brief as 

Is possible, by way of preface^ — 

Is't not enough to make one strange. 

That some men's fancies should ne'er change. 

But make all people do and say 

The same things still the self-same w^ay ? 

Some writers make all ladies purloin'd, 

And knights pursuing like a whirlwind : 

Others make all their knights, in fits 

Of jealousy, to lose their wits; 

Till drawing blood o' th' dames, like witches, 

They're forthwith cur'd of their capriches. 
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Some always thrive in their amours. 
By pulling plaisters off their sores ; 
As cripples do, to get an alms. 
Just so do they, and win their dames. 
Some force whole regions, in despite 
O* geography, to change their site ; 
Make former times shake hands with latter, 
And that which was before come after. 
But those that write in rhyme still make 
The one verse for the other's sake ; 
For one for sense, and one for rhyme, 
I think's sufficient at one time. 

But we forgpet in what sad plight 
We whilom left the captiv'd Knight 
And penfflve Squire, both bruis*d in body, 
And conjured into safe custody. 
Tir'd with dispute, and speaking Latin, 
As well as basting and Bear-baiting, 
And desperate of any course. 
To free himself by wit or force. 
His only solace was, that now 
His dog-bolt fortune was so low. 
That either it must quickly end. 
Or turn about agadn, and mend^ 
In which he found the* event, no less 
Than other times, beside his guess. 

There is a tall long-sided dame, 
(But wondrouiS ligTli^) ycleped Fame, 
That like a thin camehon boards 
Herself on air, and eats her words;* 

* The besuty of thfa oontists in the doable meuiuig ; the ftnt 
alludes to Fame's living on report. The second is an insinaation, 
Out if a report is narrowly enquired into, and traced up to the 
origrioal author, it b ma4^ to contradict itself. 



130 HVHiBius. Part 2. 

Upon her^shoolders wing^ she wears 

like han^ng sleeves, lin'd through with ears. 

And eyes and tongues, as poets list. 

Made good by deep mythologist; 

With these she through the welkin flies. 

And sometimes carries truth, oft lies; 

With letters hung, like eastern pigeons. 

And Mercuries of fiirthest regions ; 

Diumals writ for regulation 

Of lying, to infdhn the nation. 

And by their public use to bring down 

The rate of whetstones* in the kingdom. 

About her neck a pacquet-mail. 

Fraught with advice, some fresh, some stale, 

Of men that walk'd when they were dead. 

And cows of monsters brought to bed; 

Of hailstones big as pullets' eggs. 

And puppies whelp'd with twice two legp ; 

A blazing-star seen in the west. 

By six or seven men at least. 

Two trumpets she does sound at once. 

But both of clean contrary tones ; 

But whether both with the same wind. 

Or one before, and one behind. 

We know not, only this can tell. 

The one sounds vilely, t' other well ; 

And therefore vulgar authors name 

The' one Good, the' other Evil Fame. 

This tattling gossip knew too well 
What mischief Hudibras befel. 
And straight the spiteful tidings bears 
Of aU, to the' unkind Widow's ears. 

• A whetftone was foitnerly fastened to notorious lian. V* 
ifugte AwiquoBt ii. 240. edit. 1804. 
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Demociitas ne'er laugbM so loud, 

To see bawds carted througli the crowd. 

Or funerals, with stately pomp, 

March slowly on in solemn dump, 

As she laugh'd out, until her back. 

As well as sides, was like to crack. 

She Tow'd she would go see the raght, 

And visit the distressed Knight ; 

To do the office of a neighbour. 

And >be a gt>ssip at his labour ; 

And from his wooden jail, the stocks, 

To set at large his fetter-locks ; 

And by exchange, parole, or ransom, 

To free him from the' inchanted mansion. 

This being resolved, she'call'd for hood 

And usher (implements abroad 

Which ladies wear) beside a slender 

Toung waiting damsel to attend her. 

All which appearing ; on she went 

To find the Knight, in hmbo pent : 

And 'twas not long before she found 

Him and his stout Squire in the pound ; 

Both coupled in inchanted tether. 

By further leg behind togetlier. 

For as he sat upon his rump. 

His head, hke one in doleful dump, 

Between his knees, his hands applied 

Unto his ears on either side. 

And by him, in another hole. 

Afflicted Ralpho, cheek by joul : 

She earner upon him in his wooden 

Magician's circle, on the sudden, 

As spirits do to' a conjurer, 

WJien in their dreadful shapes th' appear. 
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No sooner did the Kmgkt perceive her. 
But straight he fell into a fever, 
Inflam'd all over with disgrace, 
To be seen by' her in such a place ; 
Which made him hang his head, and scouls 
And wink, and goggle, like an owl: 
He felt his bruns begin to swim, ! 

When thus the Dame accosted him: j 

* This place,' quoth ^e, ' they say's inchanted, i 
And with dehnquent spirits haunted. 
That here are tied in chains, and scourg'd. 
Until their guilty crimes be purg'd : 
Look, there are two of them appear, 
like pers(»is I have seen somewhere. 
Some have mistaken blocks and posts 
For spectres, apparitions, j^osts, 
With saucer-eyes, and horns ; and some 
Have heard the devil beat a drum ; 
But if our eyes are not false glasses. 
That give a wrong account of faces, 
That beard and I should be acquainted^ 
Before 'twas conjur'd and inchanted : 
For though it be disfigur'd somewhat. 
As if 't had lately been in combat^ 
It did belong to' a worthy Kmg^t, 
Howe'er this goblin is come by't.' 

When Hudibras the Lady heard 
Discoursing thus upon his beard. 
And speak with such respect and honour 
Bothof the beard snd the beard's owner, j 

He thought it best to set as good | 

A face upon it as he cou'd, | 

And thus he spoke : * Lady, your bright ' 

And radiant eyes are in the right; 
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The beard's th' identic bewd you knew, 
The same numerically true ; 
Nor is it worn by fiend or e]f» 
But its proprietor himself/ 

* O heairens !' quo^ she, * can that be true ? 
I do beg^n to fear 'tis you; 
Not by your individual whiskers, 
But by your dialect and discourse. 
That never spoke to man or beast 
In notions vulgarly expressed : 
But what malignant star, alas ! 
Has brought you both to this sad pass V 

Quoth he, ' The fortune of the war ; 
Which I am less afflicted for, 
Than to be seen with beard and fiice 
By you in such a homely case.' 

Quoth she, * Those need not be asham'd 
For being honourably maim'd; 
If he that is in battle conqu^d. 
Have any title to his own beard, 
Thou|^ yours be sorely lugg'd and torn. 
It does your visage more adorn 
Than if 'twere prun'd, and starch'd, and launder'c^ 
And cut square by the Rusnan standard.* 
A torn beard's like a tatter'd ensign, 
Thaf s bravest where there are most rents in. 
That petticoat about your shoulders, 
Does not so well become- a soldier's; 
And I'm alndd they are worse handled. 
Although i' th' rear, your beard the van led ; 



* Giles Fletcher, in his tecoant of Rassia, says that the Russian 
nobUity noaiuh ami spread their beardi» to bare them kng and 
hroad. 
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And those uneasy brmses make 
My heart for company to ache, 
To see so worshipfW a friend 
1' th' pillory set, at the wron^ end/ 

Quoth Hudibras, *This thing call'd Pain, 
Is (as the learned Stoics maintain) 
Not bad aimpUcitery nor good. 
But merely as 'tis understood. 
Sense is deceitful, and may feig^n 
As well in counterfeiting pain 
As other gross phanomenaa 
In which it oft mistakes the case. 
But since the* immortal intellect 
(That's free from error and defect. 
Whose objects still persist the same) 
Is free from outward bruise or maim. 
Which nought external can expose 
To gross material bangs or blows. 
It follows we can ne'er be sure 
Whether we pain or not endure, 
And just so far are sore and griev'd 
As by the fancy is believ'd. 
Some have been wounded with conceit. 
And died of mere opimon straight; 
Others, though wounded sore in reason, 
Felt no contusion, nor discretion. 
A Saxpn duke did grow so fet. 
That mice (as histories relate) 
Ate grots and labyrinths to dwell in 
His postic parts, without his feeling; 
Then how is't possible a kick 
Should e'er reach that way to the qmck ?' 
Quoth she, ' 1 grant it is in vain 
For one that's basted to feel pain. 
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Because the pangs his bones endure 

Contribute nothing to the cure ; 

Yet honour hurt is wont to rage 

With pain no med'cine can assuage.' 

Quoth he, * That honour's very squeamish. 

That takes a basting for a blemish : 

For what's more hon'rable than scars. 

Or skin to tatters rent in wars P 

Some have been beaten tiU they know 

What wood a cudgel's of, by th' blow ; 

Some kick'd, until they can feel whether 

A shoe be Spanish or neat's leather ; 

And yet have met, after long running, 

With some whom they have taught that cunning. 

The furthest way about, to' o'ercome. 

In the' end does prove the nearest home. 

By laws of learned duelUsts, 

They that are bruis'd Mrith wood or fists. 

And think one beating may for once 

Suffice, are cowards and poltroons ; 

But if they dare engage to' a second. 

They're stqut and gallant fellows reckon'd. 

< The' old Bomans freedom did bestow. 
Our princes worship|With a blow. 
King Pyrrhus cur'd his splenetic 
And testy courtiers with a kick. 
The Neg^s,* when some mighty lord 
Or potentate's to be restor'd. 
And pardon'd for some great offence. 
With which he's willing to dispense. 
First has him lidd upon his belly. 
Then beaten back and side, to' a jelly : 

* Jfesu9.1 Tlie King of EthiopUi. 
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That done, he TMes, h^niUy bow8» 

And gives thanks for the princefy blows; 

Departs not meanly proud and boastiiig 

Of his magnificent rUi>-roasting. 

The beaten soldier proves HHWt manful. 

That, like his sword, endures the snidl ; 

And justly's held more formidable, 

The more his valour^l mallcaUe : 

But he that fears a bastinado 

Will run away from his own shadow : 

And though I'm now in durance iast 

B7 our own party basefy cast. 

Ransom, exchange, parole, refoa'd. 

And worse than by the enemy us^d ; 

In close catatta* rimt, past hope 

Of wit or valour to elope ; 

As beards, the nearer timt they tend 

To the' earth, still grow more reverend ; 

And cannons shoot the Ingfaer pitches^ 

The lower we let down their breeches ; 

I'll make this low dejected ftte 

Advance me to a greater h^ght/ 

Quoth she, < Tou 'ave aimost made me^ in love 
With that which did my pity move, 
Great wits and valours, hke great states, 
Do sometimes sink with their own weights : 
The' extremes of glory «id of diame. 
Like east and west, become tiie same'. 
No Indian prince has to his palace 
More followers, than a thief to the gallows. 
But if a beating seem so brave. 
What glories must a whipping have ? 

» Cata*ta,2 A cage or prison, in which the Romans locked up 
ikehr itaTes that were to be mM» 
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Such g^eat achieYemenU cannot fail 
To cast salt on a woman's tail .- 
For if I thoug^ht your natural talent 
Of passive courage were so g^aUant, 
As you strain hard to have it thought, 
I could grow amorous, and dote.' 
When Hudibras this language heard, 
Ue prick'd up's ears, and strok'd his beard. 
Thougfht he, this is the lucky hour ; 
"Wines work when vines are in the flower : 

This crisis then I'lLset my rest on. 

And put her boldly to the quest'on. 

* Madam, what you would seem to doubt 

Shall be to all the world made out; 

How I've been drub'd, and with what spirit 

And magnanimity I bear it : 

And if you doubt it to be true, 

I'll stake myself down against you ; 

And if I fail in love or troth. 

Be you the winner, and take both.' 
Quoth she, < I've heard old cunning stagers 

Say, fools for arguments use wagers ; 

And though I prais'd your valour, yet 

I did not mean to balk your wit ; 

Which if you have, you must needs know 

What I have told you before now. 

And you b}^ experiment have prov'd, 

I cannot love where I'm belov'd.' 
Quoth Hudibras, * 'Tis a capritch 

Beyond the' infliction of a witch ; 

So cheats to play with those still aim 

That do not understand the game. 

Love in your heart as idly bums 

As fire in antique Roman urns 

m2 
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To warm the dead, and rmfy light 
Those only that see nothing bjrH. 
Have you not power to entertain. 
And render love for love agtun ; 
As no man can draw in hia breath 
At once, and force out air beneath ^ 
Or do you love yourself so much,. 
To bear all rivals eke a g^tch ? 
What fate can lay a greater curse 
Than you upon yourself would force ? 
For wedlock without love, some say. 
Is but a lock without a key. 
It is a kind of rape to marry 
One that neglects or cares not for ye : 
For what does make it ravishment. 
But being against the mind's consent ? 
A rape that is the more inhuman. 
For being acted by a wmnan. 
Why are you fair, but to entice us 
To love you, that you may despise us? 
But though you cannot love, you say. 
Out of your own fanatic way. 
Why should you not at least allow 
Those that love you to do so too ? 
For, as you fly me, and pursue 
Love more averse, so I do you ; 
And am by your own doctrine taught 
To practise what you call a lault/ 

Quoth she, * If what you say is true. 
You must fly me as I do you ; 
But 'tis not what we do, but say. 
In love and preaching, that must sway.' 

Quoth he, < To bid me not to love, 
Is to forbid my pulse to move. 



r 
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My beard to grow, my ears to prick up. 
Op (when Vm in a fit) to hickup. 
Command me to p— ss out the moon. 
And 'twill as easily be done. 
Lore's power's too great to be withstood 
By feeble human flesh and blood. 
'Twas he that brought upon his knees 
The hectoring kill-cow Hercules; 
Transform'd his lei^r-licm's skin 
To' a petticoat, and made him spin ; 
Seiz'd on his club, and made it dwindle 
To' a feeble distaff and a spindle. 
^Twas he made Emperors gallants 
To their own sisters and their aunts ; 
Set Popes and Cardinals agog. 
To play with pages at leap frog : 
'Twas he' that gave our Senate purges, 
And flux'd the House of many a burgess ; 
Made those that represent the nation 
Submit, and suffer amputation ; 
And aU llie grandees o' th' Cabal 
Adjourn to tubs, at spring and fiiU. 
He mounted Synod-men, and rode 'em 
To Dirty-Lane and little Sodom ; 
Made 'em curvet like Spanish Jenets, 

And take the ring at Madam .* 

'Twas he that made Saint Francis do 
More than the devil could tempt him to, 

• Stennet WIS the name dsibcd, (wyt Sir Rofor L*E«tnnife). 
Hex hutlMuid wai by piofeuion a broom-insn, md Isy^elder. She 
fbUofwed the budable eroployroent of bawdinff, and managed aeine- 
nl intrigues fbr thoie brothers and sisters whose parity eoniisted 
chiefly m the vUtenets of their lineii. Ke^ to Ofidtbrw, 
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In cold and frosty weather g^w 
Enamour'd of a wife of snow ; 
And though she were of rigid temper, 
With melting flames accost and tempt her. 
Which after in enjoyment quenching. 
He hung a gai'land on his engine/ 

Quoth she, * If love have these effects^ 
Why is it not forbid our sex I 
Why is't not damn'd, and interdicted. 
For diabolical and wicked ? 
And sung, as out of tune, against. 
As Turk and Pope are by the Saints ? 
I find I've gfreater reason for it. 
Than I behevM before, to' abhor it/ 

Quoth Hudibras, ' These sad effects 
Spring from your heathenish neglects 
Of Love's great pow'r, which he returns 
Upon yourselves with equal scorns, 
And those who worthy lovers slight. 
Plagues with prepost'rous appetite : 
This made the beauteous Queen of Crete 
To take a town-bull for her sweet; 
And from her greatness stoop so low. 
To be the rival of a cow : 
Others to prostitute their great hearts. 
To be baboons' and monkeys* sweethearts : 
Some with the devil himself in league g^w, 
By's representative, a Negro. 
'Twas this made vestal-maid love sick. 
And venture to be buried quick : 
Some by their fathers and their brothers 
To be made mistresses and mothers. 
*Tis this that proudest dames enamours 
On lacquies, smdvaleta des chambrea,- 
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Their haughty stomachs oyercomes, 
And makes 'em stoop to dirty g^rooms ; 
To slight the world, and to disparage 
Claps, issue, infamy, and marriage.' 

Quoth ahe, * These judgments are severe, 
Tet such as I should rather bear. 
Than trust men with their oaths, or prove 
Their faith and secresy in Idve/ 
Says he, * There is a weighty reason 
For secresy in love, as treason. 
Love is a burglarer, a felon. 
That at the window-eye does steal in 
To rob the heart, and with his prey 
Steals out agidn a closer way. 
Which whosoever can discover. 
He's sure (as he deserves) to suffer. 
Love is a fire, that bums and sparkles 
In men, as nafrally* as in charcoals. 
Which sooty chemists stop in h(des. 
When out of wood they extract coals ; 
So lovers should their passions choke, 
That though they bum, they may not smoke. 
**n8 like that sturdy thief, that stole 
And dragg'd beasts backward into's hole ;* 
So Love does lovers, and us men 
Draws by the tails into his den. 
That no impression may discover, 
And trace to' his cave the wary lover. 
But if you doubt I should reveal 
What you intrust me under seal, 
FU prove myself as close and virtuous 
As your own secretary' Albertus.'f 

* AHoding to the itory of Cacus, who pilfered from Herciiles. 
t Albertas MBgnas wrote a book *De Secretit MvHerym* 
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Quoth she, ' I grant you may be close 
In hiding* what your sums propose : 
Love-passions are like parables. 
By which men still mean something else : 
Though love be aU the world's pretence. 
Money's the mytholo^c sense. 
The real substance of the shadow. 
Which all address and courtship's made to.' 

Thought he, * I understand your play. 
And how to quit you your own way ; 
He that will win his dame, must do 
As Love does, when he bends his bow$ 
With one hand thrust the lady from. 
And with the other pull her home.' 
• I grant,' quoth he, • wealth is a great 
Provocative to amorous heat : 
It is all philtres and high diet. 
That makes love rampant, and to fly out i 
*Tis beauty always in the flower. 
That buds and blossoms at forescore : 
'Tis that by which the sun and moon. 
At their own weapons are outdone : 
That makes knights-errant fall in trances. 
And lay about 'em in romances : 
'Tis virtue, wit, and worth, and all 
That men divine and sacred call : 
For what is worth in any thing. 
But so much money as 'twill bring ? 
Or what but riches is there known 
Which man can solely call his own. 
In which no creature goes his half^ 
Unless it be to squint and laugh P 
I do confess, with goods and land, 
I'd have a wife at second hand j 
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And such you are : nop is't your person 
My stomach's set so ^arp and fierce on ; 
But 'tis your better pait, your riches, 
That my enamour'd heart bewitches : 
Let me your fortune but possess. 
And settle your person how you please^ 
Or make it o'er in trust to the' devil. 
You'll find me reasonable and civil.' 

Quoth she, < I like this plainness better 
Than false mock-passions, speech, or letter, 
Or any feat of quahn or soun'ing. 
But hanging of yourself or drowning ; 
Your only way with me to break 
Your mind, is breaking of your neck : 
For as when merchants break, o'erthrown 
like nine-pins, they strike others down ; 
So that would break my heart ; which done. 
My tempting fortune is your own. 
These are but ttifies ; every lover 
Will damn himself over and over. 
And greater matters undertake 
For a less worthy mistress' sake : 
Yet they're the only ways to prove 
The' unfeign'd realities of love ; 
For he that hangs, or beats out's brains, 
The deviPs in him if he feigns.' 

Quoth Hudibras, * This way's too rough 
For mere experiment and proof; 
It is no jesting, trivial matter. 
To swing i' th' air, or douce in water. 
And like a water-witch try love ; 
That's to destroy, and not to prove : 
As if a man should be dissected* 
To find what part is disaffected: 
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Tour better way is to make over, 

In trust, your fortune to your lover : 

Trust is a trial; if it break, 

'Tis not so desperate as a neck : 

Beside, the' experiment's more certain ( 

Men venture necks to gain a fortune : 

The soldier does it every day 

(Eight to the week) for sixpence pay ; 

Tour pettifoggers damn their souls 

To share with knaves, in cheating fools ; 

And merchants, venturing through the main. 

Slight pirates, rocks, and horns, for gain : 

This is the way I advise you to ; 

Trust me, and see what I will do.' 

Quoth she, ' I should be loth to run 
Myself all the' hazard, and you none. 
Which must be done, unless some deed 
Of your's aforesaid do precede : 
Give but yourself one gentle swings 
For trial, and 111 cut the string ; 
Or give that reverend head a maul 
Or two, or three, against a wall. 
To show you are a man of mettle. 
And I'll engage myself to settle.' 

Quoth he, < My head's not made of bras% 
As Friar Bacon's noddle waa^ 
Nor, like the Indian's skul^ so tough. 
That authors say, 'twas musket proofs 
As it had need to be, to enter 
As yet, on any new adventure. 
Tou see what bangs it has endur'd. 
That would, before new feats, be cur'd : 
But if that's aU you stand upon. 
Here strike me JLuck, it shall be done.' 
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Quoth Bhe, * The matter's not so far gfone 
As you suppose ; two words to' a bargain ; 
That may be done, and time enough. 
When you have given downright proof; 
And yet 'tis no fantastic pique 
I have to love, nor coy dislike ; 
Tls no implicit, nice avernon 
To' your c(Hiversa6on» mien, or person, 
But a just fear, lest you should prove 
False and perfidious in love : 
For if I thought you could be true^ 
I could love twice as much as you.* 

Quoth he, * My &ith, as adamantine 
As chains of Destiny, I'U maintain : 
True as ApiAo ever spoke. 
Or oracle from heart of oak ; 
And if you'll give my ^ame but vent. 
Now in close hugger-mugger pent. 
And shine upoii me but benig^y. 
With that one, and that other pigsney, 
The sun and day shall sooner part, 
Than love or you shake off my heart ; 
The sun, that shall no more dispense 
B^ own, but your bright influence. 
I'U carve your name on barks of trees. 
With true-love knots and flourishes, 
That shall infuse eternal spring. 
And everiasting floimshing; 
Brink every letter on't in stum. 
And make it brisk champaign beeome. 
Where'er you tread, your foot shall set 
The primrose and the violet ; 
All spices, perflunes, and sweet powders. 
Shall borrow from your brefUi their odours ? 

' roi. TL. !r 
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Nature her charter shall renew. 
And take all lives of things from you; 
The world depend upon your eye; 
And when you frown upon it, ^e : 
Only our loves shall still survive,. 
New worlds and natures to outlive,. 
And like to heralds' moons remain. 
All crescents, without change or wane.' 

* Hold, hold,' quoth she, * no more of thifi> 
Sir Knight, you take yoiu- aim amiss ; 
For you wiU find it a hard chapter. 
To catch me with poetic rapture. 
In which your Mastery of Art 
Doth show itself, and not your heart : 
Nor will you raise in mine combustion. 
By dint of high heroic fustian^- ^ 
She that with poetry is won. 
Is but a desk to write upon f 
And what men say of her, they mean 
No more than on the thing they lean. 
Some with Arabian spices strive 
To' embalm her cruelly alive ; 
Or season her, as French cooks use 
Their haut-gouts^ bouliiea, or ra^mUs : 
Use her so barbarously ill. 
To grind her lips upon a miU, 
Until the fticet doublet doth 
Fit their rhymes, rather than her mouth : 
Her mouth, compar'd to' anbyster's, with 
A row o£ pearl in't, 'stead of teeth. 
Others make posies of her cheeks, 
Where red and whitest colours mixj 
In which the lily and the rose. 
For Indian lake and ceruse goes. 
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The sun and moon, by her bright eyes. 

Eclipsed, and darkened in the sides. 

Are but black patches, that she wears, 

Cut into suns, and moons, and stars ; 

By which astrologers, as well 

As those in heaven above, can tell 

What strange events they do foreshow 

Unto her under-world below. 

Her voice, Ihe music of the spheres. 

So loud, it deafens mortals' ears, 

As wise philosophers have thought. 

And that's the cause we hear it not. 

This has been done by some, who those 

The' ador'd in rhyme would kick in prose ; 

And in those ribbons would have hung, 

Of which melodiou^y they sung; 

That have the hard fate to write best 

Of those still that deserve it least; 

It matters not how false or forc'd. 

So the best things be said o' th' worst : 

It goes for nothing when 'tis said. 

Only the arrow's drawn to th' head. 

Whether it be a swan or goose 

They level at : so shepherds use 

To set the same mark on the hip 

Both of their sound and rotten sheep ? 

Tor wits that carry low or wide. 

Must be <am'd higher, or beside 

The mark, which ebe they ne'er come nigh. 

But when they take their aim awry. 

But I do wonder you should choose 

This way to' attack me with your Muse. 
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Asione cut <mt to pats your tricks on^ 

With Fulhims* of poetic fiction; 

I rather hop'd I should no more 

Hear from you o' th' gallanting score ; 

For hard dry-bastings usM to prove 

The readiest remedies of love. 

Next a dry diet; but if those fiiH, 

Yet this uneasy loop-hole gaol. 

In which ye're hamper'd by the fet]ock» 

Cannot but put y* in mind of we<Uock ; 

Wedlock, that* s worse than any hole here» 

If that may serve you for a cooler 

To' allay your mettle, slhagog 

Upon a wife, the heavier elog : 

Nor rather thank your gender fate, 

That for a bruis'd or broken pate 

Has freed you from tliose knobs that grow 

Much harder on the married brow : 

But if no dread can cool your courage. 

From venturing on that dragon, marriage ; 

Yet give me quarter, and advance 

To nobler aims your puissance ; 

i^evel at beauty and at wit; 

The fairest mark is easiest fait.' 

Quoth Hudibras, * I am beforehand 
In that already, with your command ; 
For where does beauty and high wit 
But in your constellation meet ?' — ' 

Quotili she, * What does a match imply> 
But likeness and equality ? 
I know you cannot think me fit 
To be the' yoke-fellow of your wit j 

• FoiluuBawMseuittennfiMrlUsedioe. 
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Nor take one of so mean deserts 
To be the partner of your parts ; 
A grace which, if I could belieye, 
I*ve not the consdence to receive.' 

* That conscience,' quoth Hudibras, 
* Is misinformed ; I'll state the case. 
A man may be a legal donor 
Of any thing whereof he's owner. 
And may confer it where he Usts, 
I' th' judgment of all casuists : 
Then wit, and parts, and valour may 
Be alienated, and made away. 
By those that are proprietors, 
As I may give or sell my horse.* 

Quoth she, * I grant ^e case is true. 
And proper 'twixt your hor9e and you; 
But whether I may take, as weQ 
As you may give Away or sell ? 
Buyers, you know, are bid beware ; 
And worse than thieves receivers are. 
How shall I answer Hue and Cry, 
For a roan gelding, twelve hands high, 
All spur'd and switch'd, a lock on's hoof, 
A sorrel mane ? Can I bring proof 
Where, when, by whom, and what y' were sold for. 
And in the open market toU'd for? 
Or, should I take you for a stray. 
You must be kept a year and day, 
(Ere I can own you) here i' th' pound. 
Where, if ye'i^e sought, you may be found; 
And in the mean time I must pay 
For aU your provender and hay.' 

Quoth he, 'It stands me much upon 
To' enervate this objection, 

v2 
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And prove myself, hy ti^ic de^r. 

No gilding, as you would iitfer. 

Ij088 of Tirility's aver'd 

To be the cause of loss of beard. 

That does (like embryo in the womb) 

Abordve on the chin become ; 

This first a wpman did invent. 

In envy of man's ornament, 

Semiramis of Babylon, 

Who first of aU cut men o' th' stone. 

To mar their beards, and laid foundation 

Of sow-geldering operation : 

Look on this beard, and tell me whether 

Eunuchs wear such, or gildings either ? 

Next it appears I am no horse. 

That I can argue and discourse. 

Have but two legs, and ne'er a tail:' — 

Quoth she, * That nothing will avail ; 
For some philosophers of late here, 
Write,^men have four legs by Nature, 
And that 'tis custom makes them go 
Erroneously upon but two; 
As 'twas in Germany made good. 
By' a boy that lost himself in a wood. 
And growing down to' a man, was wont 
l¥ith wolves upon all four to hunt. 
As for your reasons drawn from tails. 
We cannot say they're true or false. 
Tin you explain yourself and show 
By' experiment ^is so or no.' 

Quoth he, 'If you'll join issue ont, 
I'll g^ve you sat'sfact'Fy account; 
So you will promise, if you lose. 
To settle all, and be my spouse.' 
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* That never shall be done/ quoth she, 
' To one that wants a taU, by me ; 
For tails by Nature sure were meant. 
As well as beards, for ornament ; 
And though the ^gar count them homely. 
In men or beast they are so comely, 
So g^ntee, alamode, and handsome, 
ril never marry man that wants one : 
And till you can demonstrate plain. 
You have one equal to your mane, 
I'll be torn piece-meal by a horse. 
Ere I'll take you for better or worse. 
The Prince of Cambay's daily food 
Is asp, and basilisk, and toad. 
Which makes him have so strong a breath, 
Each night he stinks a queen to death; 
Yet I shall rather lie in^s arms 
Than your's, on any other terms.' 

Quoth he, ' What Nature can aJFord 
I shall prodtt<;e,- upon my word ; 
And if she ever gave that boon 
To man, I'U prove that I have one ; 
i mean by postulate illation, 
¥rhen you shall ofi^ just occasion; 
But ance ye've yet denied to give 
Hy heart, your prisoner, a reprieve. 
But made it sink down to my heel, 
I.et that at least your pity fbel ; 
And for the soiferings of your martyr, 
Give it's poor entertain^ quarter : 
And by discharge or mampri:^ grant 
Delivery from this base restraint.' 

Quoth she, < I grieve to see your leg 
Stuck in a hole here like a4>eg. 
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And if I knew which way to do't, 

(Your honour safe) I'd let you out. 

That dames by gaol-delivery 

Of errant knights have been set free. 

When by. enchantment they have been. 

And sometimes for it, too, laid in. 

Is that which knights are bound to do 

By order, oaths, and honour too ; 

For what awj they renown'd and famous else, ' 

But aiding of distressed damosels ? 

But for a lady, no ways errant, . 

To free a knight, we have no warrant 

In any aiithentical romance, 

Or classic author yet of France ; 

And I'd be loth to have you break 

An ancient custom for a freak, 

Or innovation introduce 

In place of thmgs of antique use. 

To free your heels by any course 

That might be' unwholesome to your spurs : 

Which if I should consent unto, 

It is not in my power to do ; 

For 'tis a service must be done ye 

With solemn previous ceremony; 

Which always has been us'd to' untie 

The charms of those who here do lie : 

For as the ancients heretofore 

To Honour's temple had no door 

But that which thorough Virtue's lay; 

So from this dungeon there's no way 

To honour'd freedom, but by passing 

That other virtuous school of lashing. 

Where kmghts are kept in narrow lists. 

With wooden lockets 'bout their wrists ; 
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In which they for a wMIe are tenants. 

And for their ladies suffer penance : 

Whipping that's "Virtue's governess, 

Tutress of arts and sciences $ 

That mends the gross mistakes of Nature, 

And puts new life into dull Blatter; 

That lays foundation for renown. 

And all the honours of the gown : 

This sufier'd, they are set at large. 

And freed with hon'rahle discharge ; 

Then, in their robes, the penitentials 

Are straight presented with credentials. 

And in their way attended on 

By magistrates of every town : 

And all respect and charges paid, 

They're to their ancient seats conveyed. 

Now if you'll venture, for my sake. 

To try the toughness of your back. 

And suffer (as the rest have done) 

The la3dng of a whipping on, 

(And may you prosper in your suit. 

As you with equal vigour do't) 

I here engage myself to loose ye. 

And free your heels from caperdewsie.* 

But since our sex's modesty 

Will not allow I should be by. 

Bring me on oath a fair account. 

And honour too when you have don't ; 

And I'll admit you to the place 

You claim as due in my good grace. 

• The followincr couplet, from the eariier editiont, in«y be»t 
explain the meaning: of this substitnlion* 
I here engage to be your bail, 
And free you from the' uuknightly jiiil. 
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If matrimony and han^ng go 

By dest'ny, why not whipping too ? 

What med'cine else can cure the fits 

Of lovers, when they lose their wits ? 

Love is a boy, by poets styPd, 

Then spare the rod, and spoil the child. 

* A Persian emperor* whip'd his ^^rniarn. 
The sea, his mother Venus came on ; 

And hence some reverend men approve 
Of rosemaryt in making love. 
As skilful coopers hoop their tubs 
With Lydian and with Phrygian dubs, 
Why may not whipping have as good 
A grace, performed in time and mood. 
With comely movement, and by art. 
Raise pasnon in a lady's heart ? 
It is an easier way to make 
Love by, than that which many take. 
Who would not rather suffer whipping. 
Than swallow toast of bits of ribbon ? 
Make wicked verses, treats, and faces. 
And spell names over with beer-glasses ? 
Be under vows to hang and die 
Love's sacrifice, «id all a lie P 
With China-oranges and tarts. 
And whining plays lay baits for hearts ? 
Bribe chambermaids with love and money. 
To break no roguish jests upon ye ? 
For lilies limn'd on cheeks and roses. 
With painted perfumes hazard noses ? 
Or, venturing to be brisk and wanton. 
Do penance in a paper lantern P 

• Xerxes . 

t A puD on rot nmrinus, or sea«dew. 
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An this you may compound for now. 

By suffering what I offer you ; 

Which is no more than has been done 

By knights for ladies long agone. 

Did not the great La Mancha** do so 

For the Infanta Del Toboso ? 

Did not the' illustrious Bassaf make 

£Qmself a slave for Misse's sake. 

And with bull's pizzle, for her love. 

Was taw'd as gentle as a glove ? 

Was not young Florio^ sent (to cool 

His flame for Biancafiore) to school. 

Where pedant made his pathic bum 

For her sake suffer martyrdom ? 

Did not a certain lady whip 

Of late, her husband's own lordship f 

And though a grandee of the House, 

Claw'd him with fundamental blows; 

Tied him stark-naked to a bed-post. 

And firk'd his hide, as if she 'ad rid post ; 

And after in the Sessions-court, 

Where whipping's judg'd, had honour for't — 

This swear you wiU perform, and then 

I'll set you from the' enchanted den. 

And the magician's circle, clear.' 

Quoth he, * I do profess and swear. 
And will perform what you enjoin. 
Or may I never see you mine !' 

* Amen !' quoth she ; < then tum'd about. 
And bid her Squire let him out, 

* Allnding to Don Qoizote*s intended penance on the nioun- 
tftin. 

t AUudmg to Scudery^f romance of ' Ibrahim, the iUuttrioo* 
Bam ;* translated by Ckigan in 1674. 
X Another French, or perhapi Italian rooMnee snppoied. 



156 wsminLAM, Part% 

But ere ui artitt could be found 
To' undo the channs another bound. 
The sun grew low and left the skies, 
Put down (some write) by ladies' eyes, 
The moon pull'd off her rdil of light. 
That hides her face by day from aght, 
(Mysterious veil, of brightness made. 
That's both her lustre and her shade) 
And in the lantern of the night, 
With shimng horns hung out her fight ; 
For darkness is the proper sphere 
Where all false glories use to' appear. 
The twinkling stars began to muster. 
And glitter with their borrow'd lustre. 
While sleep the wearied world reliev'd. 
By counterfeiting death revir'd. 
His whipping penance, till the mom. 
Our votary thought it best to' adjourn. 
And not to carry on a work 
Of such importance in the dark. 
With erring haste ; but rather stay. 
And do't in the' open &ce of day : 
And, in the mean time, go in quest 
Of next retreat to take hb rest. 
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AROUMEirr. 

Tike Knight and Sqoire inbot 
Widiia an aceof fidfing out. 
Are ptned uritli a mddoi «n^ . 
or ftrange alarm* «od ilraiiBer«iglit| 
With which adventorii^ to itidde^ 
TheyVe lent away ia tetty ; 
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'Tis strange how some meii'« tenpers suit 
(like bawd and blrandy) with dispute^ 
That for their own opinions stimd fiwt 
Only to have them clawM and canvast; 
That keep their consciences in casesi 
As fiddlers do tiieir crowds and bases: 
Ne'er to be usM, but when they're bent 
To play a fit fi^r argument : 
Make true and fiilse, unjust and just* 
Of no use but to be discust; 
Dispute, and set a paradox. 
Like a straight boot upon the stocks, 
And stretch it more unmercifully 
Than Helmont, Montaigne, Wlute, or LaUy. 
So the' ancient Stoics, in their porch. 
With fierce dispute maintain'd their church. 
Beat out their brains in fight and study. 
To prove that virtue is a body. 
That bonum is an anunal, 
3tfjide good with stout polemio brawl ; 
VOL. iz. o 
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In which some hundreds on the place 
Were sbdn outright, and many a face 
Retrench^ of nose, and eyes, and beard. 
To mff»"*»'" what their sect ayer'd. 
All which the Knight and Squire, in wrath. 
Had like to' hay e suffered for their fidth ; 
Each striving to make good his own. 
As by the sequel shall be shown. 

The sun had long ance, in the lap 
Of Thetis, taken out his nap. 
And, like a lobster boil'd, the mom 
From black to red be|^ to turn; 
When Hudibras, whom thoughts and aking 
*Twixt sleeping kept, all nighty and waking. 
Began to rub his drowsy eyes, 
And from his couch prepared to rise. 
Resolving to dispatch the deed 
He vow'd to do with trusty speed : 
But first, with knocking loud and bawling. 
He rous'd the Squire, in truckle lolling; 
And after many circumstances 
Which vulgar authors in romances 
Do use to spend their time and wits on. 
To make impertinent description. 
They got (with much ado) to horse, . 
And to the Castle bent their course. 
In which he to the Dame before 
To suffer whipping-duty swore : 
Where now arrived, and half unhamest. 
To carry on the work in earnest. 
He stop'd, and pausM upon the sudden, 
And with a serious forehead plodding. 
Sprung a new scruple in his head. 
Which first he scratched, and afker said^ 
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* Whether it be direct infiingiiig 

An oath,* if I ahould wave this swinging. 

And what I've sworn to bear forbear. 

And so bjr* equivocation swear; 

Or whether t be a lesser sin 

To be forsworn, than act the thing ; 

Are deep a^d subtle points, which must. 

To inform Conscience, be discust ; 

In which to err a tittle may 

To errors infinite make way : 

And therefore I desire to know 

Thy judgment, ere we further go.* 

Quoth Bdpho, ' Since you do injoin't, 
I diall enlarge upon the point ; 
And, for my own part, do not doubt 
The' affirmative may be made out. 
But first, to state the case aright. 
For best advantage of our light ; 
And thus 'tis ; « Whether 't be a on 
To claw and curry your own skin. 
Greater or less, than to forbear. 
And that you are forsworn forswear." 
But first, o* th' first : The inward man. 
And outward, like a clan and clan,f 

* Thk dialogue between HudihnstiidBalph lets before as the 
hypoerify and villainy of aD parties of the Rebeb with retsard to 
ontlw ; what equivocation* and evanora they made uie of, to ae* 
coont fiir the many peijariet they were daily guilty of; md the 
•evmal onth* they readily took, and m readily brake, merely as 
they fbnnd it suited their interest. Archbiihpp Bramhali says' 

* That the hypoerites of those times, though they magnified tiie 
obligation of an oath, yet in their own case dispensed with all 
oaths, civil, military, said religious* We are now told,* says he, 

* that the oaths we have taken are not to be examined according to 
the interpretation of men : No i How thai ? Sorely accordmg to 
the interpretation of devils.' 

t AUnding to the ovtragei eomn^tted npon etch other by the 
cUuu in Scothmd, 



Have always been «t daggttfa^rawing'i 

And one another <d2^et-«]awm|p; 

Not that they v^afif cuff of l^^noe^ 

But in a spiritual myc^ seme ; 

"Which to mistake, and make 'em 8<|(ii^1^ 

In literal fray 's abominable : 

'Tis Heathenid», in frequent ns^ 

With Pagans and apostate Jews^ 

To offer sacrifice of BrideweBs, 

like modetn Indians to their idols $ 

And mongrel Christians of our times^ 

That expiate less with greater crimes. 

And call the foul abomination 

Contrition and mortification. 

Ist not enough we're bruis'd and kicked. 

With sinful members of the Wicked; 

Our vessels, that are sanctified, 

Profan'd, land curried back and side ; 

But we must claw ourselves with shamefiil 

And Heathen stripes^, by their example ? 

Which (were there nothing to forlnd it) 

Is impious, because they did it : 

This, therefore, may be justly reckonM 

A heinous ^n. Now to the second ; 

** That Saints may claim a dispensaition 

To swear and forswear on occa^on," 

I doubt not but it will appear 

With pregnant light : the point is dear. 

Oaths are but words, and wimls but wind; 

Too feeble impleinents to bind ; 

And hold with deeds proportion, so 

As shadows to a substance do. 

Then when they strive for place, *tis fit 

The weaker vessel should submit. 
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Although your Chim^h be oppoaite 

To ours, as Black-friaro are to White, 

In rule and order, yet I g^rant 

You are a Reformado<«]unt ; 

And what the Saints do claim as due. 

You may pretend a title to : 

But Saints, whom oaths and vows oblige, 

Know little of their privilege ; 

Farther (I mean) than carrying on 

Some self-advantage of their own : 

For if the Devil, to serve his turn, 

Can tell truth ; why the Saints should scorn. 

When it serves theirs* to swear and lie, 

I think there's little reason why : 

Else he 'as a greater power than they. 

Which 'twere impiety to say. 

We 're not commanded to forbear 

Indefinitely, at aU to swear;' 

But to swear idly, and in vain. 

Without self-interest or gain : 

For breaking of an oath and lying. 

Is but a kind of self-denying, 

A saint-like virtue ; and from hence 

Some have broke oaths by Providence :* 

Some, to the glory of the Lord, 

Peijur'd themselves, and broke their word; 

And this the constant rule and practice 

Of all our late Apostles' acts is. 



* When it 'was first mored in the Howe of Coaunont to inroceed 
Mpiadly agiinst the King-, CnnnveU stood up and told thenif 
'Hiat if any nan mored tlds widi design, he should think lum the 
greatest tnuter in the worid; bat sinee ftovidence and neeessity 
ted east diem upon it, he should pny to Qod to Uess their coun- 
sels.' 

o2 
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Was not the Cause at first begun 
With perjury, and carried on ? 
Was there an oath the Godly took» 
But in due time and place they broke f * 
Did we not bring our oaths in first. 
Before our plate, to have thein>ur8ty 
And cast in fitter models, for 
The present use of Church and War ? 
Did not our Worthies of the House, 
Before they broke the peace, break vows ? 
For having freed us^ first from both 
The' Alleg'ance and Supremacy oath, 
Did they not next compel the nation. 
To take, and break the Protestation? 
To swear, and after to recant, 
The Solemn League and Covenant ? 
To take the' Engagement,! and disclaim it. 
Enforced by those who first did frame it i 
Did they not swear, at first, to fight 
For the King's safety, and his right ? 
And after march'd to find him out, 
And charg'd him home with horse arid foot; 
"But yet still had the confidence 
To swear it was in his defence ? 
Did they not swear to live and die 
With Essex,^ and strsight laid him by ? 

* A meet upon many of tKe waetslben of tbe niriBiHii of,(finnM» 
who had taken two several oaths to maintain that Church govern* 
ment, which the covenant ohiiged them to extirpate. 

t By the Bngagement, every man was to iwear to be «ne aal 
faithful to the GovernaneBt established, without a Knig or House 
of Peers. 

t The two lioiMes voted that the Ead of Essex^uHiU be QcMial 
of their Arnay, and that they would live and dte with Ua^ Ite 
aflerwardi cashiered him of his commaml. 
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if that were all, for some have swore 
As false as they, if th' did no more. 
Did they not swear to maintain Law, 
In which tibit swearing ntade a flaw ? 
For Protestant refi^on vow. 
That did that vowing disallow ? 
For Privilege of ParPament, 
In which that swearing made a rent ? 
And ^ce, of aD the Ihree, not one 
Is left in being, 'tis well known. 
Did they not swear, in express words. 
To prop and back the House of Loards ? 
And after tijm'd out the whole housefull 
Of Peers,* as dangerous and unuseful. 
So CromweD, with deep oaths and vows. 
Swore an the Commons out o* th' House ; 
Vow'd that the Redcoats would disband. 
Ay, marry would they, at their command; 
And troll'd them on, and swore, and swore. 
Till the* Army turned them out <tf door.f 
This tells us plainly what they thought. 
That oaths and swearing go for nought. 
And that by them th* were only meant 
To serve for an expecUent. 
What was the Public Faith found out for. 
But to slur men of what they fought for ? 
The Public Faith, which every one 
Is bound to' observe, yet kept by none ; 
And if that go for nothing, why 
Should Private Faith have such a tie ? 



« Tliai titfv Ikeialijrdid, sfter dM Kjog WM bebeadfld. 

t AUiidiQgtpttefeelaiionordttBMaleftpfutofUw^emben 

in 1648. 



164 BUBiiiius. Fart 2. 

Oaths were not purpos'd, more than law. 

To keep the Good and Just in awe. 

But to confine the Bad and Sinful, 

Like mortal cattle in a pinfold. 

A Saint's of the* heavenly realm a Peer; 

And as no Peer is bound to swear. 

But on the Gospel of his Honour, 

Of which he may dispose, as owner. 

It follows, though the the thing be foi]g^ry. 

And false, th' affirm it is no peij'ry. 

But a mere ceremony, and a breadi 

Of nothing but a form of speech. 

And g^es for no more when 'tis took. 

Than mere saluting of the Book. 

Suppose the Scriptures are of force. 

They're but commissions* of course ; 

And Saints have freedom to digress. 

And vary from 'em as they please ; 

Or misinterpret them by private 

Instructions, to all aims they drive at. 

Then why should we ourselves abridge. 

And curtail our own privilege ? 

Quakers (that, like to lanterns, bear 

Their light within 'em) will not swear ; 

Their Gospel is an Accidence, 

By which they construe Conscience, 

And hold no sin so deeply red 

As that of breaking Piiscian'sf head, 

(The head and founder of their order. 

That stirring hats held worse than murder) 

• A ittfa«<mflie liberty taken by the PnrKaipentollloen, of va- 
lying fimn their commitrioii, on pretenee ofpnvate mitnictionB. 

tAttndiag to their ate «r /Ami for ymi. PHieiaa nat a Mied 

gramnuiriim. 
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These thinldiig ihty*re obliged to trail 

In swearings will not take an oath : 

like mules, who if they '»re not ttmr wm 

To keep their own pace> itaad 8took-«till ! 

But they are weak» aad little know 

What free4i€m Conseieacea mvy do. 

'Tis the temptation oltbe de?U 

That makes all human actiona evil : 

For Sfdnts may do the same things by 

The spirit, in sinoerity, 

Which other men vte tempted to, 

And at the deyiPs instance do^ 

And yet the actiond be contrtny, 

JuBt as the Saintd and Wicked v«vy. 

For as on land there is Iko beftst 

But in some fish at sea's expreaC; 

So in the Wicked there's no vice 

Of which the Saints hare not a spice : 

And yet that thing that's pious in 

The one, iu t' other is a un. 

Is't not ridiculous and nonsense, 

A Saint should be a slave to Conscience, 

That ought to be above sttch fandes. 

As fiir as above Ordinances f 

She's of the wicked, as I gaess» 

By' her looks, her language, and her dress : 

And though, like constables, we search 

For false wares one another's Church ; 

¥et aU of us hold this for true. 

No faith is to the Wicked due.* 

The truth is predous and divine, 

Too rich a pearl fbr carnal swine.' 

* Thh wm an old popish doetiine : Nulla fides servanda Hait- 
(frir. 
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Quoth Hu£bn% * All tiiis is true ; 
Yet 'tis not fit that all men knew 
Those mysteries and revehitions ; ■ 
And therefore topical evasions 
Of subtle tarns, and shifts of sense^ 
Serve best with the' Wicked for pretenoe ; 
Such as the learned Jesuits use. 
And Presbyterians, for excuse 
Against the Protestants, when th' happen 
To find their Churches taken napping: 
As thus ; A breach of oath is duple. 
And either way admits a scruple. 
And may be ex parte of the maker. 
More criminal than the' injur'd taker : 
For he that strains too far a vow, 
Will break it, like an o'erbent bow. 
And he that made, and forc'd it, brpke it^ 
Not he that for convenience took it. 
A broken oath is, quatenus oath. 
As sound to' all purposes of troth; 
As broken laws are ne'er the worse. 
Nay, till they're broken have no force. 
What's justice to a man, or laws. 
That never comes within their claws ? 
They have no power, but to admonish ; 
Cannot control, coerce, or punish. 
Until they're broken, and then touch 
Those oidy that do make 'em such. 
Beside, no' engagement is allow'd 
By men in prison made for good ; 
For when they're set at liberty. 
They're from th' engagement too set free. 
The Rabbins write, " When any Jew 
Did make to God or man a vow. 
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'Which afterwards he found untoward^ 

And stabbom to be kept, or too hard. 

Any three other Jews o* th* nation 

Might free him from the obligation :'' 

And have not two Saints power to use 

A greater privilege than three Jews ? 

The court of Conscience, which in man 

Should be supreme and soveran, 

Is't fit should be subordinate 

To every petty court i* th* state ; 

And have less power than the lesser. 

To deal with perjury at pleasure ? 

Have its proceedings cHsallowM, or 

Allowed, at fancy of pie-powder ?* 

Tell all it does, or does not know. 

For swearing ex officio P 

Be forced to* impeach a broken hedge, 

And pigs unring*d at w>./ranc. pledge if 

Discover thieves, and bawds, recusantsi, 

Priests, witches, eves-droppers, and nu'sance : 

Tell who (tid play at games unlawful. 

And who fill'd pots of ale but half^full ; 

And have no power at all, nor shift. 

To help itself at a dead lift ? 

Why should not Conscience have vacation 

As well as other courts o' th' nation ; 

Have equal power to adjourn. 

Appoint appearance and return ; 

And make as nice distinction serve 

To split a case, as those that carve. 



* A pie-powder eourt is still held in Smithiiekl dimng BtrtW 
lomew &ir, t ■ redre»sdiiiordei'8 committed therein, 
t finuJranapltgU : % pledge or luiety fhc freemen. 
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Invoking cackoW mme^ hit joo^ i 

Why diould not tricks as slight, do poiats ? 

Is not the' I]igh*coiirt of Justice swota 

To judge that law liiat serves their torn ? 

Make their own jealousies lugfa trea8«B» 

And fix 'em whomaoe'er they please on ? 

€annot the learned Counsel there 

Make laws in any shape appear } 

Mould 'em as witches do their clay* 

When they make pictures to destroy ; 

And vex 'em into any form 

That fits their purpose to do harm ? 

Rack 'em until they do confess. 

Impeach of treason whom they pleas^ 

And most perfidiously condemn 

Those that engag'd llieir lives for them ! 

And yet do nothing in their own sense. 

But what they ought by Oath and Consdenee. 

Can they not juggle, and with riight 

Conveyance, play with wrong and eight; 

And sell their blasts of wind as dear 

As Lapland witches bottled air ? 

Will not Fear, Favour, Bribe, and Grudge, 

The same case several ways adjudge ? 

As seamen with the self-same g^e 

Will several different courses sail ; 

As when the sea breaks o'er its bounds, 

And overflows the level grounds. 

Those banks and dams, that, like a screen. 

Did keep it out, now keep it in ; 

So when tyrann'cal usurpation 

Invades the freedom of a natLoo, 

The laws o* th' land, that were intended 

Te keep it out, are made defend it. 
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Does not in Chancery every nm tvear 

What makes best for him in his answer ^ 

Is not the winding up witnesses. 

And nicking^ more than half the business ? 

For witnesses, like watches, go 

Just as they're set» too f asl or slow ; 

And where in Conscience they're straight-lac^d, 

'Tis ten to one thsl: ^e is cast. 

Bo not your Juries ^ve their verdict 

As if they feh the cause, not heard it ? 

And as they please, make matter o' fact 

Run all on one side, as they're paekt ? 

Nature has inilde man's breasft no windows. 

To publish whttt h« does within doors ; 

Nor what dark se<9pets there inhabit. 

Unless his own rash folly blab it. 

If oaths can do a man no good 

In his own business, wlr^ they shou'd 

In other matters do him hurt, 

i think there's little reason for't. 

He that imposes an Oath makes it, 

Not he that Ibr Convenience te^kes it : 

Then how can ai^ man be said 

To break an oath he never made ? 

These reasons may perhaps look oddly 

To the' Wicked, though they* evince the Godly ; 

But if they will not serve to clear 

My honour, I am ne'er the near. 

Honour is like that glassy bubble. 

That finds philosophers such trouble. 

Whose Jeast part crackt, the whole does ily. 

And wits are crackt to find oat why." 

Quoth Ralpho, < Honour's but a word 
To swear by, only In a Lord : 

VOL. IX. p 
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In other men, 'tis but a hufiP 
To vapour with, instead of proof. 
That, like a wen, looks big and swells. 
Is senseless, and just nothing else.' 
• Let it,' quoth he, * be what it will. 
It has the world's opinion stilL 
But as men are not wise that run 
The slightest hazard they may shun. 
There may a medium be found out 
To clear to all the world the doubt; 
And that is, if a man may do't. 
By proxy wbipt, or substitute.' 

' Though nice and dark the point appear,' 
Quoth Ralph, < it may hold up and clear. 
That sinners may supply the place 
Of suffering Saints, is a plain case. 
Justice g^ves sentence, many times. 
On one man for another's crimes. 
Our Brethren of New-England use 
Choice malefactors to excuse, 
And hang the guiltless in their stead. 
Of whom the Churches have less need ; 
As lately 't happen'd :— In a town 
There liv'd a cobler, and but one. 
That out of Doctrine could cut Use, 
And mend men's lives as well as shoes. 
This precious Brother having slain. 
In times of peace, an Indian, 
Not out of malice, but mere zeal^ 
(Because he was an Infidel) 
The mighty Tottipottymoy 
Sent to our Elders an envoy. 
Complaining sorely of the breach 
Of league, held forth by Brother Patch, 



Canto 2. 'eiron&AS. 171 

Against the articles in force 
fietween both Churches, his and ours, 
For -which he craved the Saints to render 
Into his hands, or hang the' offender; 
But they maturely having weigh'd 
They had no more but him o' th' trade, 
^ A man that senr'd them in a double 
Capacity, to teach and cobble) 
Resqlv'd to spare him ; yet to do 
The Indian Hoghan Moghan too 
Impartial justice, in his stead did 
Hang an old Weaver that was bed-rid.— 
Then wherefore may not you be slcip'd. 
And in your room another whip'd ? 
For all philosophers, but the Sceptic, 
Hold whipping may be sympathetic/ 

' It is enough;' quoth Hudibras, 
' Thou hast resolv'd and clear'd the case ; 
And canst, in Conscience, not revise. 
From thy own Doctrine to raise Use. 
I know thou wilt not (for my sake) 
Be tender-consciencM of thy back : 
Then strip thee of thy carnal jerkin. 
And give thy outward-fellow a ferking; 
For when thy vessel is new hoop'd» 
All leaks of sinning will be stop'd.' 

Quoth Ralpho, < You mistake the matter; 
For, in all scruples of this nature. 
No man includes himself, nor turns 
The point upon his own concerns. 
As no man of his own self catches 
The itch, or amorous French aches j 
So no man does himself convince. 
By his own doctrine, of his sins : 
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And though all cry down sel^ lume means 

His own self is a literal sense : 

Besides, it is not only foppish^ 

But vile, idolatrous, and Popish, 

For one man out of his owft skin 

To frisk and whip another's stn; 

As pedants out of school-boy's breeehes 

Do claw and curry their own itches. 

But in this case it is profuse. 

And sinful too, because in rain ; 

For we must take our oaths upon it 

You did the deed, when I hare done it/ 
Quoth Hudibras, < That's anawer'd aoon ; 

Give us the whip, well lay it on/ 
Quoth Ralpho, ' That we may swear true^ 

'T were properer that I whip'd youj 

For when with your consent 'tia done, 

The act is- really your own/ 
Quoth Hudibras, « It is in vain 

(I see) to argue 'gainst the grain. 

Or, like the stars, incline men to 
What they're averse themselves to do; 
For when disputes are wearied out, 
'Tis interest still resolves the doubt : 
But since no reason can confute ye, 
I'll try to force you to your duty ; 
For so it is, howe'er you mince it, 
As, ere we part, I shall evince it ; 
And curry (if you stand out) whether 
You will or no, your stubborn leather. 
Canst thou refuse to bear thy part 
I' th' public Work, base as thou art ? 
To higgle thus for a few blows. 
To gain thy Knight an op'lent spouse. 
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Whose wealth his bowels yearn to purchase, 
Merely for the' int'rest of the Churches? 
And when he has it in his claws. 
Will not be hid&-bound to the Cause : 
Nor shalt thou find him a curmudgeon. 
If thou dispatch it without grudging : 
If not, resolve, before we go. 
That you and I must pull a crow.' 

* Te 'ad best,' quoth Ralpho, ' as the Ancients 
Say wisely, have a care o' th' main chance. 
And look before you ere you leap ; 
For as you sow, ye're Hke to reap ; 
And were y' as good as George-a-Green, 
I should make bold to turn again ; 
Nor am I doubtful of the issue 
In a just quarrel, and mine is so. 
Is't fitting for a man of honour 
To whip the Saints, like Bishop Bonner ? 
A Knight t' usurp the Beadle's office. 
For which y' are like to raise brave trophies } 
But I advise you (not^for fear. 
But for your own sake) to forbear. 
And for the Churches, which may chance. 
From hence, to spring a variance. 
And raise among themselves new scruples. 
Whom common danger hardly couples. 
Remember how in arms and politics 
We still have worsted all your holy tricks; 
Trepaji'd your Party with intrigue. 
And took your Grandees down a peg; 
New-modell'd the' Army, and cashier'd 
All that to Legion Smec adber'd; 
Made a mere utensil o' your Church, 
And after left it in the lurch ; 

v2 
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A suHaM to hwH up jrour own. 

And when we 'ad done with 't pult'd it dm 

Capoch'd* your Rabbins of the Synod, 

And map'd tbeir Cuioiu wiA a Wby-not ; 

(Grave Synod-men, th«t were rever'd 

For solid liue, and depth of beard) 

Their ClMsic model proT*d a maggot. 

Their Direct'ry an Indian pagnd ; 

And drown'd ihar Discipline Eke a kitten. 

On which they 'ad been so long a otting' ; 

Decried it as a holy cheat. 

Grown out of date and obsolete, 

And all the Saints of the first grass. 

As castling Foals of Balaam's ass.' 

At this the Knight grew high in chafe. 
And, staring firiousty on Ralph, 
He trembled and took'd pale with ire. 
Like ashea first, then red as fire ; — 
* Have I,' quoth he, ' been ta'en in fight. 
And tbr so many moons Iain by% 
And when all other means did ful. 
Have been ezchang'd for tubs of ale ? 
Not but they thought me worth a ranaom 
Much more consid'rable and handsome, 
But for their own sakes, and fbr fear 
They were not safe when I was then ; 
Now to be baffled by a scoundrel, 
An upstart Secfry, and a mongrel ; 
Such as breed out of peccant bumoura 
Of our own Church, like wens or tumours. 
And, like a maggot in a sore. 
Would that which gave it life devour; 

•CapKh'difgamti&MdcdiBtUlitifiMA 
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*It never shall be done or said :'— 

With that he seizM upon his blade : 
And Ralpho too, as quick and bold* 
Upon his basket-hilt laid hold. 
With equal readiness prepared. 
To draw and stand upon hia ifuard ; 
When both were parted on the sudden. 
With hideous clamour, and a loud one. 
As if all sorts of noise had been 
Contracted into one loud din; 
Or that some member to be chosen. 
Had got the odds above a thousand ; 
And by the greatness of his noise, 
Prov'd fittest for his country's choice. 

This strange suiprisal put the Knight , 
And wrathful Squire into a f^ght $ 
And though they stood prepared, with fat^l 
Impetuous rancour, to j<»n battle ; 
Both thought it was the wiseat course 
To wave the fight, and mount to horse. 
And to secure, by swift retreating. 
Themselves from danger <^ worse beating. 
Yet neither of them would di^p^^rage. 
By uttering of his mind, his courage ; 
Which made 'em stoutly keep their ground. 
With horror and disdain wind-bound. 
And now the cause of all their fear 
By slow degrees approach'd so near. 
They might djatinguish different noise 
Of horns, and pans, and dogs, and boys. 
And kettle-drums, whose sullen dub 
Spunds like the hooping of a tub. 
But when the sigbt appeared in view 
They found it was an antique shew ; 
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A triumph that, for pomp and state. 

Did proudest Romans emulate : 

For as the Aldermen of Rome 

Their foes at training overcome. 

And not enlarging territory, 

(As some, mistaken, write in storjr) 

Being mounted in their best array, 

Upon a car, and who but they ? 

And followed with a world of tall lads. 

That merty ditties troU'd, and ballads. 

Did ride with many a gpood-morrow. 

Crying, ' Hey for our town,' through &e Boraagh : 

So when this triumph drew m nigh. 

They might particulars descry. 

They never saw two things so pat 

In all respects, as this and that. 

First, he that led the cavalcade 

Wore a sow-gelder's flagellet. 

On which he blew as strong a levet 

As well-fee'd lawyer on his bxev'ate. 

When oyiv one another's heads 

They charge (three ranks at once) like Swedes-. 

Next pans and kettles of idl keys. 

From trebles down to double base ; 

And after them, upon a nag. 

That might pass for a forehand stag, 

A Comet rode, and on his staiF 

A smock displayed did proudly wave ; 

Then bagpipes of the loudest drones. 

With snuffling, broken-winded tones^ 

Whose blasts of air, in pockets shut, 

Sound filthier than from the gut. 

And make a viler noise than swine. 

In windy weather, when they whine. 
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Next one upon a pair of panniers, 
Full fraui^ht with that which, for good manners^ 
Shall here be nameless, mix'd with grains. 
Which he dispensed among the swaMis^ 
And busily upon the crowd 
At random round about bestow'd. 
Then, mounted on a hori^ed horse. 
One bore a g^uut^ and gilt spura^ 
Tied to the pummel of a long sword 
He held reverst, the point tum'd downward : 
Next after, on a rawbon'd steed. 
The conqueror's Standard-bearer rid. 
And bore alofk before the champion 
A petticoat displa3r'd, and ra^ipant; 
Near whom the Amazon triumphant 
Bestrid her beast, and on the rump on't 
Set face to tail, aud bum ^o bum^ 
The warrior whilom overcome, 
Arm'd with a spindle and a distafl^ 
Which as he rode she made him twist off ; 
And when he loiter'd, o'er her shoulder 
Chastiz'd the reforn^ado soldier. 
Before the dame, and round about, 
March'd whifflers, and stafiiers on foot. 
With lackeys, grooms, valets, and pages, 
In fit and proper equipages ; 
Of whom some torches bore, some links, 
Before the proud virago minx. 
That was both Madam, and a Don, 
Like Nero's Sporus, or Pope Joan ; 
And at fit periods the whole rout 
Set up their throats with clamorous shout. 
The Knight, transported, and the Squire, 
^ Put up their weapons, and their ire 4 
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And HudibraSy who us'd to ponder 
On such nghts with judicious wonder, 
Could hcdd no longer to impart 
His an'madversions, for his heart. 

Quoth he, * In all my life, till now 
I ne'er saw so profane a show ; 
It is a Paganish invention. 
Which heathen writers often mentis ; 
And he who made it had read Goodwin,* 
Or Ross,f or Cxlius Rhodogine, 
With all the Grecian Speeds and Stows, 
l*hat best describe those ancient shows; 
And has obsery'd all fit decorums 
We find described by old historians : 
For as the Roman conqueror^ 
That put an end to foreign war, 
Entering the town in triumph for it. 
Bore a slave with him in his chariot ; ' 
So this insulting female brave 
Carries, behind her here, a slave : 
And as the Ancients long ago. 
When they in field defied the foe. 
Hung out their mantles de la guerre^ 
So her proud Standard-bearer here 
Waves on his spear, in dreadful manner, 
A Tyrian petticoat for banner. 
Next links and torches, heretofore 
Still borne before the emperor: 
And, as in antique triumphs, eggs 
Were borne for mystical intrigues ; 

* Goodwin wrote ui Exposition of Roman Antiquities. 

t Alexander Ron published many tracts, and amon|f tbcm j 
* Areana Mierocosmi.^ j 

lb. Lodovicus Cselins Rhodiginua printed * Aatigmg "LoeSKme^ 
and was master to the elder Scaliger. 
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There's one in trancheon, like a ladle. 
That carries eggs too, fresh or addle r 
m And still at random, as he goes. 
Among the rabble-rout bestows/ 

Quoth Ralpho, * You mistake the matter ; 
For all the' antiquity you smatter 
Is but a riding us'd of course. 
When *the grey mare's the better horse ;' 
When o'er the breeches greedy women 
Fight, to extend their vast dominion. 
And in the cause impatient Grizel 
Has drub'd her husband with bull's pizzle. 
And brought him under covert-baron,* 
To turn her vassal with a murrain ; 
When wives their sexes shift, like harea^ 
And ride their husbands, like night-mares^ 
And they in mortal battle vanquish'd. 
Are of their charter disenfranchis'd^ 
And by the right of war, like gills, 
Condemn'd to distaiF, horns, and wheels : 
For when men by .their wives are cow'd. 
Their horns of course are understood.' 

Quoth Hudibras, 'Thou still giv'st sentence 
Impertiently, and against sense : 
'Tis not the least disparagement 
To be defeated by the' event. 
Nor to be beaten by main force ; 
That does not make a man the worse. 
Although his shoulders with baton 
Be claw'd and cudgell'd to some tune. 
A tailor's prentice has no hard 
Measure, that's bang'd with a true yard ; 

* Covert-tMiroQ it the itate ot* a womim under tfac power of hev 
hiuband. 
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But to turn tail, or run away. 

And without blows give up the day ; 

Or to surrender ere the' assault, 

That's no man's fortune, but his fault ; 

And renders men of honour less 

Than all the' adveraty, of success ; 

And only unto such this shew 

Of horns and petticoats is dtle. 

There is a lesser profknation, 

like that the Romans callM Ovation : 

For as ovation was allow'd 

For conquest purchas'd witiiout blood ; 

So m^n decree those lesser shows 

For victory gotten without blows. 

By dint of sharp hard words, which some 

Give battle with, and overcome; 

These moimted in a chair-curule. 

Which Modems call a Gucking-stoo]» 

March proudly to the river's side, . 

And o'er the waves in triumph ride ; 

Like Dukes of Venice, who are said 

The Adriatic iJea to wed ; 

And have a gentler wife than those 

For whom the state decrees those shows. 

But both are Heathenish, and come 

From the' Whores of Babylon and R6itie, 

And by the Saints ^ould be wkhstood. 

As antichristian and lewd ; 

And we, as such, should ti6w cOfi&ibute 

Our utmost stTugglings to prohibit.' 

This said, they botib tidvanc'd, and rode 
A dog-trot through the bawling crowd 
To* attack the leader, and still .press'd. 
Till they approach'd him br^st to breast ! 
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Then Hudibras, with face and hand, 

Made signs for silence ; which obtained, 

* What means,' quoth he, * this dev'l's procession 

"With men of orthodox profession ? 

*Tis ethnic and idolatrous. 

From Heathenism deriv'd to us. 

Does not the Whore of Bab'lon ride 

Upon her homed Beast astride. 

Like this proud Dame ; who either is 

A type of her, or she of this ? 

Are things of superstitious function 

Pit to be usM in Gospel sunshine ? . 

It is an antichristian opera. 

Much us'd in midnight times of Poperjr ; 

Of running after self-inventions 

Of wicked and profane intentions ; 

To scandalize that sex, for scolding. 

To whom the Saints are so beholden. 

Women,* who were our first apostles. 

Without whose aid we'd all been lost else ; 

Women, that left no stone unturned 

In which the cause might be concem'd ; 

Brought in their children's spoons and whistles. 

To purchase swords,/carbines, and pistols ; 

Their husbands' cullies, and sweethearts. 

To take the Saints' and Churches' parts ; 

* Tlie women irere zealoas contributors to the Good Cauie, as 
ihey called it. Mr. Jamoi Howe obiierves, ' That unusual voluntary 
collections were made both in town and country; the seamstres* 
brought m her silver ihimble, the chambermaid her bodkin, the 
cook her silver spoon, into the common treasury of war.— And 
some sort of females wen fi'eer in their contributions, so far as to 
|Mwt with chi-ir rings and ear>riiig§, as if some golden calf were to 
lie molten and aet up to be idolized.* 

Ttfl. IX % 
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Drew sereral Gifted Brethren in, 
That for the Bishops would have been. 
And fix'd 'em constant to the party, 
With motives powerful and hearty : 
Their husbands rob'd, and made hard shifts 
To' administer unto their Gifts 
AU they could rap^ and rend, and pilfer, 
To scraps and ends of gold and silver ; 
Rub'd down the Teachers, tir'd and ^ent 
With holding forth for Parl'ament ; 
Pamper'd and edified their zeal 
With marrow-puddings many a meal t 
Enabled them, with store of meat. 
On controverted points,- to eat; 
And cram'd 'em, till their guts did ache. 
With caudle, custard, and plum -cake. 
What have they done, or what left undone. 
That might advance the Cause at London ? 
March'd rank and file, with drum and ensign. 
To' intrench the City for defence in: 
Rais'd rampiers with their own soft hands^ 
To put the' Enemy to stands ; 
Frcrni ladies down to oyster-wenches 
Labour'd like pioneers in trenches, 
Fall'n to their pick-axes, and tools. 
And help'd the men to dig like moles. 
Have not the handmaids of the City 
Chose of their Members a Committee, 
For raising of a common purse. 
Out of their wages, to raise horse ? 
And do they not as Tryers sit. 
To judge what officers are fit ?* 

* The Home considered, iu tbe next place, that divers wcftfc pe» 
M)|M have crept into placet beyond their abiiitiet; and to the eirf 
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Have they' — ^At that an egip let fly. 

Hit him directly o'er the eye. 

And running down his cheek, besmear'd 

"With orange-tawny slime his beard ; 

But beard and slime being of one hue. 

The wound the less appear'd in view. 

Then he that on the panniers rode, 

JL.et fly on t'other side a load. 

And quickly charg'd again, gave fully 

In Ralpho's lace another volley. 

The Knight was startled with the smeB, 

And for his sword began to feel { 

And Ralpho, snwther'd with his stink, 

Orasp'd his, when one that bore a link, 

C th' sudden clap'd his flaming cudgel, 

like linstock, to the horse's touch-hole ; 

And straight smother, with his flambeau. 

Gave Ralpho o'er the eyes a damn'd blow* 

The beasts began to kick and fling. 

And forc'd the rout to make a ring ; 

Through which they quickly broke their way. 

And brought them off from further fray ; 

And though disorder'd in retreat. 

Each of them stoutly kept his seat : 

For quitting both their swords and reins. 

They grasp'd with aU their streng^ the ma]ie% 

An^ to avoid^ the foe's pursuit. 

With spurring put their cattle to'^ 

that men of greater parti may be pat into their rooma, they ip» 
pointed the Lady Middlesex* Mrs. Dunch, the Lady Foit^nr, and the 
Lady Anne Waller, by reason of their great experieuee in soldiery 
in the fcingfloni, to be a Committee of Tryen for to bonnets.* 
farHamem tf LaStet^ 1647. 
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And till all four were out of wind. 
And danger, too, ne'er look'd behind. 
After tliey 'ad paus'd a while, supplying^ 
Their spirits, spent with fight and flying^ 
And Hudibras recruited force 
Of lungs, for action or discourse : 

Quoth he, ' That man is sure to lose 
That fouls his hands with dirty foes ; 
For where no honour's to be gain'd, 
'Tis thrown away in being msdntain'd : 
'Twas ill for us we had to do 
With so dishon'rable a foe : 
For though the law of arms doth bar 
The use of venom'd shot in war. 
Yet by the nauseous smell, and noisom. 
Their case-dhot savour strong of poison. 
And doubtless have been chew'd with teeth 
Of some that had a stinking breath ; 
Else when we put it to the push. 
They had not giv*n us such a bi'ush : 
But as those poltroons that fling dirt 
Do but defile, but cannot hurt ; 
So all the honour they have won» 
Or we have lost, is much at one. 
'Twas weD we made so resolute 
A brave retreat, without pursuit » 
For if we had not, we had sped 
Much worse, to be in triumph led ; 
Than which the Ancients held no state 
Of man's life more unfortunate. 
But if tMs bold adventure e'er 
Do chance to reach the Widow's ear. 
It may, being destin'd to assert 
Her sex's honour, reach her heart : 
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And as such homely treats, (they say) 
Portend g^ood fortune, so this may. 
Vespasian being daub'd with dirt. 
Was destin'd to the empire for?t j 
And from a scavenger did come 
To be a mighty prince in Rome : 
And why may not this foul address 
Presage in love the same success ; — 
Then let us straight, to cleanse our wounds, 
Advance i^ quest of nearest ponds ; 
And after (as we first designed) 
Swear I've perform'd what she enjoin'd. 
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HUDIBRAS. 



PART 11, CAjrro in. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Knight, with Tarious dodbts poneu'd, 

To win the Lady goes in quest 

Of Sidrophel the Roiy6nieian, 

To know the Dest'niet' resolution; 

With whom being met, they both chop logic 

About the science astrology ; 

Tin fUKng from dispute to fight, 

The Conjurer^s wonted by the Knight. 



DoTTBTLEfts the pleasure is as ^eat 
Of being cheated as to cheat ; 
As lookers-on feel most delight, 
That least perceive a juggler's sleight. 
And still the less they understand. 
The more th^' admire his slight of hand. 

Some with a noise and greasy fight 
Are snapt, as men catch larks by night, 
Ensnar'd and hamper'd by the soul. 
As nooses by the legs catch fowl. 
Some with a med'cine and receipt 
Are drawn to nibble at the bait ; 
And though it be a two-foot troui, 
'Us with a single hair puH'd out. 
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Others believe no voice to' an organ 
So sweet as lawyer's in his bar-gown. 
Until with subtle cobweb-cheats 
They're caught in knotted law, like nets ; 
In which, when once they are imbrangled. 
The more they stir, the more they're tangled { 
And while their purses can dispute. 
There's no end of the' immortal suit. 

Others still gape to' anticipate 
The cabinet-designs of Fate, 
Apply to wizards, to foresee 
What shall, and what shall never be : 
And as those vultures do forbode, . 
Believe events prove bad or good ; 
A flam more senseless than the roguery 
Of old aruspicy, and aug'ry. 
That out of garbages of cattle 
Presaged the' events of truce or battle ; 
From flight of birds, or chickens pecking. 
Success of great'st attempts would repkon : 
Though cheats, yet more inteUigible, 
Than those that with the stars do fribble. 
This Hudibras by proof found true, 
As in due time and place we'll shew : 
For he with beard and face made clean^ 
Being mounted on his steed ag^ns ^ 
(And Ralpho got a cock-horse too, 
XJpon his beast, with much ado,) 
Advanc'd on for the Widow's house. 
To' acquit himself, and pay his vows ; 
When various thoughts began to bustle^ 
And with his inward man to justle. 
He thought what danger might accrue, 
If she should Qnd he swore untrue ; 
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Or if his Squire or he should fail. 

And not be punctual in their tale. 

It might at once the ruin prove 

Both of his honour, faith, and love : 

But if he should forbear to g^. 

She might conclude he 'ad broke his vow ; 

And that he durst not now, for shame. 

Appear in court to try his claim. 

This was the pen'worth of his thought. 

To pass time, and uneasy trot. 

Quoth he, « In all my past adventures 
I ne'er was set so on the tenters. 
Or taken tardy with dilemma. 
That every way I turn does hem me. 
And with inextricable doubt. 
Besets my puzzled wits about : 
For though the Dame has been my bail. 
To free me from enchanted g^ol. 
Yet as a dog, committed close 
For some offence, by chance breaks loose. 
And quits his clog ; but all in vain. 
He still draws after him his chain : 
So though my ankle she has quitted. 
My heart continues still committed ; 
And like a bail'd and mainpriz'd lover. 
Although at large, I am bound over : 
And when I ^hall appear in court 
To plead my cause and answer for% 
Unless the judge do partial prove. 
What will become of me and love ? 
For if in our account we vary. 
Or but in circumstance miscarry ; 
Or if she put me to strict proof, 
And make me pull my doublet off. 
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To show, by evident record. 

Writ on my skin, I've kept my word ; 

How can I e'er expect to have her^ 

Having deraUrr'd unto her favour ? 

But fsuth, and love, and honour lost. 

Shall be reduced to' a Knight o' th' Post? 

Beside, that stripping* may prevent 

What Fm to prove by arguiiienl^ 

And justify I have a tail ; 

And that way, too, my proof may fail. 

Oh ! that I could enucleate. 

And solve the problems of my fate ; 

Or find, by necromantic art. 

How far the Dest'nies take my part ; 

For if I were not more than certun 

To win and wear her, and her fortune, 

I'd go no further in this oourt^p. 

To hazard soul, estate, and worship : 

For though an oath obliges not, 

Where any thing is to be got, 

(As thou hast prov'd) yet 'lis profane. 

And sinful, when men swear in vain.' 

Quoth Ralph, < Not far ftom hence d^h dwell 
A cunning man, hight Sidrophel,* 
That deals in Destiny's dark counsels. 
And sage opinions of the Moon seUs, 
To whom all people, far and hear. 
On deep importances repair : 
When brass and pewter hap to stray. 
And linen slinks out o' the way; 



• William Lilly, the finnous asttologer of those times, who, in In 
yearly almanaeka, foretold Tictories for the parliament with as much 
certainty as the preachers did in their sennoni* 
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When geese and pullen are seduc'd. 
And sows of sucking pigs are chows'd ; 
When cattle feel indisposition. 
And need the' opinion of physician ; 
When mumdn reigns in hogs or sheep. 
And chickens lang^sh of the pip ; 
When yeast and outward means do fail, 
And have no power to work on ale ; 
When butter does refuse to come. 
And love proves cross and humoursome ; 
To him with questions, and with urine. 
They for discovery flock, or curing.' 

Quoth Hudibras, ' This Sidrophel 
Fve heard of, and should like it well ; 
If thou canst prove the Saints have freedom 
To gt) to sorcerers when they need 'em.' 

Says Ralpho, * There's no doubt of that ; 
Those principles I quoted late 
Prove that the Godly may allege 
For any thing their privilege. 
And to the dev'l himself may g^. 
If they have motives thereunto f 
For as there is a war between 
The dev'l and them, it is no sin^ 
If they by subtle stratagem 
Make use of him, as he does tliem. 
Has not this present Parliament 
A ledger to the devil sent; 
Fully impower'd to treat about 
Finding revolted witches out ? 
And has not he, within a year, 
Hang'd threescore of 'em in one shire ? 
Some only for not being drown'd. 
And some for setting above ground^ 
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Whole days and nights, upon their breeches, 

And feeling' pain, were hang'd for Pitches ; 

And some for putting knavish tricks 

Upon green geese and turkey-chicks^ 

Or pig^ that suddenly deceast 

Of griefs unnatural, as he guest ; 

Who after prov'd himself a witch. 

And made a rod for his own breech.* 

Did not the dev'l appear to Martin 

Luther in Germany, for certain ? 

And would have guU'd him with a trick. 

But Mart, was too, too pohtic. 

Did he not help the Dutch to purge. 

At Antwerp, their cathedral church ? 

Sing catches to the Saints at Mascon, 

And tell them all they came to ask him r 

Appear in divers shapes to Kelly, 

And speak i' th' Nun of Loudon's belly ? 

Meet with the ParUament's CommittcQ^ 

At Woodstock, on a personal treaty ? 

At Sarum take a cavaUer, 

I' th' Cause's service, prisoner ? 

As Witherf in immortal rhyme 

Has register'd to after-time. 

Do not our great Reformers use 

This Sidrophel to forebode news ; 

To write of victories next year. 

And castles taken yet i* th' jur? 

* Hopkins, a noted witch finder, it taid to bare broaglit fbttp- 
score suspected witches to the grave in one year;- till toaie geMl» 
man, out «if|indignation at his barbarity, lukiiected lum to the.waicr 
ordeal he had inflicted on others. , \. 

t Wither w^is a puritanical officer in the parliament ann^; 
which made hi^ poeti'y decried, without rhyme or reason, by Sir 
^ohn Denham, Anthony Wood, and other outn^teooi loyafistt. 
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Of battles fought at sea, and ships 
Sunk two jean hence, the last eclipse ? 
A total o'erthrow giv'n the King 
In Cornwall, horse and foot, next spring? 
And has not he point-blank foretold 
Whats'e'er the Close Committee would ?• 
Made Mars and Saturn for the Cause, 
The Moon for fundamental laws P . 
The Bam, the Bul^ and Goat, declare 
Against the Book of Common-Prayer P 
The Scorpion take the Protestation, 
And Bear engage for Reformation ? 
Made all the Royal stars recant. 
Compound, and take the Covenant i' 

Quoth Hudibras, < The case is cleai* 
The Saints may' employ a conjurer, 
As thou hast prov'd it by their practice ; 
No argument like matter of fact is : M 

And we are best of all led to 
Men's principles, by what they do. 
Then let us straight advance in quest 
Of this profound gymnosophist. 
And as the Fates and he advise, 
Pursue, or wave this enterprise.' 
This said, he tum'd about his steed, 
And eftsoons on the' adventure rid ; 
Where leave we him and Ralph a while. 
And to the conjurer turn our style. 
To let our reader understand 
What's useful of him before hand. 

* Tbe Fiififtment took a rare way to lecnre all prophecies, pro* 
Agist, aaci almanack repoitt from ttan, in farour of their own Je- 
•igna, hf appointing a laccnie themtelrei, and prohibiting the s»Ie 
of all mith booktif anliecBied. Booker wai their ailrological agent. 

ro£. ZX. B 
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He had been long towards msthematics. 

Optics, philosophy, and statics, 

Ma^c, horoscopy, astrology. 

And was old dog at physiology ; 

But as a dog that turns the spit 

Bestirs himself, and plies his feet 

To climb the wheel, but all in rain. 

His own weight brings him down again^ 

And still he's in the self-same place 

Where at his setting out he was j 

So in the circle of the arts 

Did he advance his natural parts. 

Till falHng back still, for retreat,) 

He fell to juggle, cant, and cheat: 

For as those fowls that Uve in water 

Are never wet, he did but smatter; 

Whate'er he laboured to appear. 

His understanding still was clear; 

Yet none a deeper knowledge boasted. 

Since old Hodge Bacon, and Bob Grosted.* 

The* intelligible world he knew. 

And all men dream on't, to be true ; 

That in this world there's not a wart 

That has not there a counterpart ; 

* Roger Bacon, commonly called Frinr Bacortf lived in the n^ 
of our EdwanI L and for «ome litUc skill he had in the matheoa- 
tics, was by the rabble accounted a conjurer, and had the tottRh 
story of the Brazen Head fathered upon him by the ignonas 
Mmiks of those day*. 

lb.] Robert Orosted wn Bishop of Lm^ln, if. D. 1335. ' Be 
was suspected by the clei;gy to be a conjurer ; for which crine 
(Butler's notes observe) he was deprived by Pope Innocent IV. and 
sum mimed to appear at Rome.' Bot this is a miMake; fiir the 
Fope*8 antipathy to him was occasioned by his frankly expoftolMng 
with him, (both personally, and by letter,) on his eacraKhncBB 
upon the English church and monarchy. 
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Nor can there on the face of ground 

An individual beard be found. 

That has not, m that foreign nation, . 

A fellow of the self-same fashion ; 

So cut, so coloured, and so curPd, 

As those are in the' inferior world. 

He *ad read Dee's* prefaces before. 

The Devil, and Euclid, o'er and o'er ; 

And all the' intrigues twixt him and Kelly, 

Lescusf and the' Emperor, would tell ye : 

But with the Moon was more familiar 

Than e'er was almanack weU-willer ; 

Her secrets understood so clear. 

That some believ'd he had been there ; 

Knew when she was in fittest mood 

For cutting corns, or letting blood ; 

When for anointing scabs or itches^ 

Or to the bum applying leeches ; 

When sows and bitches may be spay'd, 

And in what sign best cider's made \ 

Whether the wane be, or increase. 

Best to set garfic, or sow pease ; 

Who first found out the man i' th' moon^ 

That to the ancients was unknown; 

How many dukes, and eaiis, and peers. 

Are in the planetary spheres ; 

Their airy empire, and command. 

Their several streng^ by sea and land ; 

What factions they'ave, and what they drive at 

In public vogue, or what in private : 

* Dee wai % Welahman^and educated at Oxford, vhere he com- 
■fteneed Doetor, and afterwards tiavelied into foreign parts, in 
of chemistry, &e. . 
t Albertas Laseos, Lasky, or Alsseo^ Prinee Palatine of Poland^ 
with Dee and Kelly, 
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With what designs and interests 

Each party manages contests. 

He made an instrument to know 

If the moon shine at full or no ; 

That would, as soon as e'er she shone^ straight 

Whether 'twere day or night demonstrate ; 

Tell what her d'ameter to' an inch i% 

And prove that she's not made of green cheese. 

It would demonstrate, that the man in 

The moon's a sea Mediterranean ; 

And that it is no dog nor bitch 

That stands behind him at his breech» 

But a huge Caspian sea, or lake. 

With arms, which men for legs mistake ; 
How larg^ a gulf his tail composes^ 
And what a goodly bay his nose is i 
How many German leagues by the' scale 
Cape Snout's from Promontory Tail. 
He made a planetary gin. 
Which rats would run their own heaJs ia. 
And come on purpose to be taken. 
Without the' expense of cheese or bacon. 
With lutestrings he would counterfeit 
Maggots that crawl on dish of meat; 
Quote moles and spots on any place 
O* th' body, by the index face ; 
Detect lost maidenheads by sneezing, 
Or breaking wind of dames, or p — ng 5 
Cure warts and corns, with applicalioa 
Of med'cines to the' imagination ; 
Flight agues into dogs, and scare 
With rhymes, the toothach and catarrh; 
Chase evil sp'rits away, by dint 
Of sickle, horse-shoe, hollow flint; 
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Spit fire out of a walnut-shell. 

Which made the Roman slaves rebel; 

And fire a mine in China here. 

With sympathetic gunpowder. 

He knew whats'ever's to be known. 

But much, more than he knew, would own. 

What medicine 'twas that Paracelsus 

Could make a man with, as he tells us ; 

What figur'd slates are best to make. 

On wat'ry suiface, duck or drake ; 

What bowling-stones, in running race 

Upon a board, have swiftest pace ; 

Whether a pulse beat in the black 

List of a dappled louse's back; 

If systole or diastole move 

Quickest when he's in wrath, or love ; 

When two of them do run a race. 

Whether they gallop, trot, or pace ; 

How many scores a flea will jump. 

Of his own leng^ from head to rump. 

Which Socrates and Chaerephon 

In vain assay'd so long agone ; 

Whether his snout a perfect nose is. 

And not an elephant's proboscis ; 

How many different specieses 

Of maggots breed in rotten cheeses ; 

And which are next of kin to those 

Engender'd in a chandler's nose ; 

Or those nqt seen, but understood. 

That live in vinegar and wood. 

A paltry wretch he had, half-starv'd^ 
That him in place of zany serv'd> 

b2 . 
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Hight Whachum,* bred to dash and draw. 
Not wine, but more unwholesome law ; 
To make 'twixt words and lines huge gaps^ 
Wide as meridians in maps ; 
To squander paper, and spare ink. 
Or cheat men of their words, some think. 
From this, by merited degrees. 
He'd to more high advancement rise. 
To be an under-conjurer. 
Or j ourneyman-astrologer j 
His business was to pump and wheedle. 
And men with their own keys unriddle ; 
To make them to themselves g^ve answers, 
* For which they pay the necromancers ; 
To fetch and carry* intelligence 
Of whom, and what, and where, and i^hence, 
And all discoveries disperse 
Among the' whole pack of conjurers j 
What cut-purses have left with them. 
For the right owners to redeem. 
And what they dare not vent, find out. 
To gjdn themselves and the* art repute ; 
Draw figures, schemes, and horoscopes. 
Of Newgate, Bridewell, brokers' shops. 
Of thieves ascendant in the cart, 
And find out all by rules of art : 
Which way a serving-man, that's run 
With clothes or money away, is gone ; 

* Journeyman to Sidrophel, who w$tt 4>ne Tom Jtnett a foofiih 
Welshman. In a Key to a poem of Mr. Butler't, Whachum b tuA 
to be one IHchard Greerif who publiahed a pamphlet ok* about five 
•beets of base ribaldry, and called, HudibrM in a Snore. It y» 
printed about the year 1667. 



Canto 3. BUDiBiiis. 199 

Who pickM a fob at holding-forth, 
And where a watch, for half the worth. 
May be redeem'd ; or stolen plate 
Restor'd at conscionable rate. 
Beside all this, he served his master 
In quality of poetaster, 
And rhymes appropriate could make 
To every month i* th' almanack; 
When terms be^n and end could teD, 
With their returns, in dog^rel ; 
When the Exchequer opes and shuts, 
And sowgelder with safety cuts ; 
When men may eat and drink their fill, 
And when be temperate, if they will ; 
When use, and when abstain from vice, 
Fig^ gTj^es, phlebotomy, and ispice. 
And as in prison -mean rogues beat 
■ Hemp for the service of the great. 
So Whachum beat his dirty brains 
To' advance his master's fame and gains, 
And, like the devil's oracles. 
Put into doggrel rhymes his spells : 
Which over every month's blank page 
I' th' almanack, strange bilks presage. 
He would an elegy compose 
On maggots squeez'd out of his nose ; 
In lyric numbers write an ode on 
His nustress, eating a black-pudding; 
And when imprison'd air escap'd her. 
It puft him with poetic rapture. 
His sonnets charm'd the' attentive crowd. 
By wide-mouth'd mortal troll'd aloud. 
That, circled with his long-ear'd guests, 
like Orpheus look'd among the beasts : 
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A carman's horse could not pass by, 

But stood tied up to poetry ; 

No porter's burden pass'd along. 

But serv'd for burd^i to his song: 

Each window Hke a pilPry appears, 

With heads thrust ttux>ugh, nsiil'd by the eart; 

AH trades run in as to thet sight 

Of monsters, or their dear delight 

The gaUow-tree, when cutting purse 

Breeds business for heroic rerse. 

Which none does hear but would have hung^ 

To' have been the theme of such a song. 

Those -two together long ha4 liv'd^ 
In mansion prudently contriv'd. 
Where neither tree nor house could bar 
The free detection of a star; ^ 

And nigh an ancient obelisk 
Was rais'd by him, found out by Fisk,* 
On which was written, not in wocdsy 
But hieroglyphic mute of birds. 
Many rare pithy saws, concerning ; 
The worth of astrologic learning : 
From top of this there hung a rope. 
To which he fastened telespope. 
The spectacles with which the stars 
He reads in sn^lest characters. 
It happen'd as a boy, one night, 
Did fly his tarsel of a kite ; 

* Lilly uys, that Fisk wa> a licentiate in p&yde, and bom nets 
Fmnlinglulm, in Suffolk; was bred at a coimtry^tehool, maAAf 
tigned for the university, bat went not thither, studying phyiiB 
and astrology at home, which afterwards he practised at Cokb» 
ter; after which he came to London, and practised there. 
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The strangest long-winged hawk that flies, 

That, tike a bird of Paradise, 

Or herald's martlet^as no legs, 

Nor hatches young ones, nor lays eggs ; 

His train was six yards long, milk-white. 

At the' end of which there hung a light, 

Inclos'd in lantern made of paper. 

That far off like a star did appear: 

This Sidrophel by chance espied. 

And with amazement staring wide, 

'Blesdus!' quoth he, < what dreadful wonder 

Is that appears in heaven yonder? 

A comet, and without a beard ! ^ 

Or star that ne'er before appeared ? 

I'm cei^tain tis not in the scrowl 

Of all those beasts, and fish, and fow)^ 

With which, like Indian plantations, 

The learned stock the constellations; 

Kor those that drawn for agns have been 

To the' houses where the planets inn^ 

It must1>e supernatural. 

Unless it be that cannon-ball 

That, shot i' th' air point-blank upright, 

Was borne to that prodigious height. 

That, leam'd philosophei^ maintain. 

It ne'er came backwards down again^ 

But in the airy region yet 

Hangs, tike the body of Mahomet : 

For if it be above the shade 

That by the earth's round bulk is made, 

^Tis probable it may, from far. 

Appear no bullet, but a star.' 

This said, he to his engine flew, 
Plac'd near at hand, in open view. 
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And raisM it till it levelPd tight 

Against the glow-worm tidl of kite. 

Then peeping thioagh, — ^^ Bless us!' quoth he, 

' It is a planet, now, I see ; 

And, if I err not, by his proper 

Fig^e, that's like tobacco-stopper. 

It should be Saturn : yes, 'tis clear 

'Tis Saturn, but what makes him there f 

He's got between the Dragon's tail 

And further leg behind o' th' Whale ; 

Pray Ueav'n (divert the fatal omen. 

For 'tis a prodigy not co^imon; 

And can no less than the world's end« 

Or Nature's funeral, portend.' 

With that he fell again to pry. 

Through perspective, more wistfully. 

When, by mischance, the fatal stringy 

That kept the towering fowl on wing. 

Breaking, down fell the star. < Well shot I 

Quoth Whachum, who right wisely thought 

He 'ad levell'd at a star, and hit it ; 

But Sidrophel, more subtile witted. 

Cried out, * What horrible and fearful 

Portend is this, to see a star fall ? 

It threatens Nature, and the doom t 

Will not be long before' it come ! 

When stars do fall, 'tis plain enough 

The day of judgment's not far pffj 

As lately 'twas reveal'd to Sedgwick,* 

And some of us find out by magic ; 

• William Sedgwick, a whimsical enthll8ia•^ ■ometinwt a Fref 
bytenan, aometimea an Independent, and at other times an Ant- 
baptist; sometimes a. prophet, and pteteuded to foretel things oat 
«f the puipit, to the dastructkn of ignonat poDpfe; at oAa 
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Then eance the time we have to five 
In this world's shortened, let us strive 
To make our best advimtage of it. 
And pay our losses with our profit.' 

This feat fell out not long before 
The Knight, upon the fbrenam'd score. 
In quest of Sidrophel advancing, 
Was now in prospect of the mansion ; 
Whom he discovering, tum'd his glass. 
And found far off 'twas Hu(hbras. 

* Whachum,' quoth he, *look yonder, some 
To try or use our art are come : 
The one's the learned Knight; seek out. 
And pump 'em what they come about.' 
Whachum advanc'd, with all submiss'ness 
To' accost 'em, but much more their bus'ness : 
He held a stirrup, while the Knight 
From leathern Bare-bones did alight; 
And taking from his hand the bridle, 
Approach'd, the dark Squire to unriddle. 
He gave him first the time o* th' day, 
And welcom'd him, as he might say : 
He ask'd him • Whence they came ; and whither 
Their business lay ?' Quoth Ralpho, * Hither.* 
* Did you not lose*-^Q.uoth Ralpho, * Nay.' 
Quoth Whachum, * Sir, I meant your Way ? 
Your Knight' — Quoth Ralpho, * is a lover. 
And pains intolerable doth suffer; 
Por lovers' hearts are not their own hearts, 
l^or fights, nor lungs, and so forth downwards :' 



4roei pretended to reTelationi ; and, upmi pretence of i virion 
tkac Doomsday was at faandi be retired to the house of Sir Fianelfe 
Kciiel, in Caniliridgeshire. 
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' What time ?'— •Quoth Ralpho, ' Sir, too long. 
Three years it off and on has hung.'— 
Quoth he, 'I meant what time o' th' day 'tis;' 
Quoth Ralpho, * Between seven and eight 'tis.' 

* Why then,' quoth Whachum, ' my small art. 
Tells me the dame has a hard heart. 

Or great estate.'-— Quoth Ralph, 'A jointure. 

Which makes him have so hot a mind t' her.' 

Meanwhile the Knight was making water. 

Before he fell upon the matter; 

Which having done, the Wizard steps in. 

To give him suitable reception; 

But kept his business at a bay, 

Till Whachum put him in the way; 

Who having now, by Ralpho's hght, 

Expounded th' errand of the Knight, 

And what he came to know, drew near. 

To whisper in the conjurer's ear, • 

Which he prevented thus : * What was't*' 

Quoth he, ' that I was saying last. 

Before these gentlemen arriv'd .•"-^ 

Quoth Whachum, * Venus you retriev'd. 

In opposition witii Mars,. 

And no benigfn or friendly stars 

To' allay the effect.' Quoth Wizard, * So '. 

In Virgo? Ha !'— Quoth Whachum, 'No:' 

' Has Saturn nothing to do in it ?' 

* One tenth of's circle to a minute !* 

* 'Tis well,' quoth he — * Sir, you'll excuse 
The rudeness I am forc'd to use ; 

It is a scheme and face of heaven. 
As th' aspects are dispos'd this even, 
I was contemplating upon 
When you arriv'd; but now I've done.' 
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Quoth Hadibras, ' If I appear 
Unseasonable, in coming here 
At such a time, to interrupt 
Your speculations, which I hop'd 
Assistance from, and come to use ; 
'Tis fit that I ask your excuse.' 

* By no means, sir,' quoth Sidrophel, 
* The stars your coming did foretel ; ^ 
I did expect you here, and knew. 
Before you spake, yoiir business too.' 

Quoth Hudibras, * Make that appear. 
And I shall credit whatsoe'er 
You tell me after, on your word* 
Howe'er unlikely or absurd.' 

• You are in love, sir, with a widow,' 
Quoth he, ' That does not greatly heed youv 
And for three years has rid your wit 

And passion, without drawing bit; 
And now your businesses to know 
If you shaU carry her or no.' 

Quoth Hudibras, • You're in the right. 
But how the devil you come by't 
I can't imagine ; for the stars 
I'm sure, can tell no more than a horse ; 
Nor can their aspects (though you pore. 
Your eyes out on 'em) tell you more 
Than the oracle of seive and sheers. 
That turns as cerUun as the spheres : 
But if the devil's of your counsel. 
Much may be done, my noble Donzel; 
And 'tis on his account I come. 
To know from you my fatal doom.' 

Quoth Sidrophel, < If you suppose. 
Sir Knight, that I am one of those, 

TOL. IX. s 
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I might suspect, and take the' alarm. 

Your business is but to inform ; 

But if it be, 'tis ne'er the near, 

You have a wrong sow by the ear ; 

For I assure you, for my part, 

I only deal by rules of art; 

Such as are lawful, and judge by 

Conclusions of astrology ; 

But for the devil, know nothing by hiin. 

But only this, that I defy him.' 

Quoth he, * Whatever others deem ye, 
I understand your metonymy ; 
Your words of second-hand intention, 
When things by wrongful names you mention ; 
The mystic sense of all your terms. 
That are indeed but magic charms 
To raise the devil, and mean one thing*. 
And that is down-right conjuring; 
And in itself more warrantable 
Than cheat, or canting to a rabble. 
Or putting tricks upon the moon. 
Which by confed'racy are done. 
Your ancient conjurers were wont 
To make her from her sphere dismount. 
And to their incantation stoop ; 
They scom'd to pore through telescope. 
Or idly play at bo-peep with her. 
To find out cloudy or fair weather. 
Which every almanack can tell. 
Perhaps as learnedly and well 
As you yourself— then, friend, I doubt 
You go the furthest way about. 
Your modern Indian magician 
Makes but a hole in the' earth to p— • in,. 
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And straight resolves all questions by't. 

And seldom fuls to be i' th' right. 

The Bosycrucian way's more sure 

To bring the devil to the lure ; 

Each of 'em has a several gin, 

To catch intelligences in. 

Some by the nose, with fumes, trapan 'em, 

As Dunstan* did the devil's g^annam i 

Others with characters and words 

Catch 'em, as men in nets do birds ; 

And some with symbols, signs, and tricks, 

Engrav'd in planetary nicks. 

With their own influences will fetch 'em 

Down from their orbs, arrest, and catch 'em; 

Make 'em depose and answer to 

All questions, ere they let them go. 

Bumbastus kept a devil's bird 

Shut in the pummel of his sword. 

That taught him all the cunning pranks 

Of past and future mountebanks. 

Kell3r|- did all his feats upon 

The devil's looking-glass, a stone ; 

Where pla3ring with him at bo-peep. 

He solv'd adl problems ne^er so deep. 



• St. Donitan wai made Archbishop of CanteTtN]i7,anno961. 
ISk ddll in the liberal aiti and aciences (qualifications much above 
the geniofl of' the age he lived in) gamed him fint the name of a 
Conjurer: and then of a Sahkt. 

t This Kelly was chief seer, or, as Lilly calls him, Speculator to 
Df. Bee ; was bom at Worcester, and bred an apothecary, and was 
a good prafieient in chemistry, and pretended to hare the grand 
di&ir, or philosopher^ stone, which XiUy teUs us he made, or at 
leut reoriired ready made, from a Friar in Germany, on the con- 
finet of the £mperor*s dominions. He pretended to see apparitiona 
in a ciyital or beryl looidng gias% or a round stone likea erystai. 
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Agrippa kept a Stygian pug, 
I' th' garb and habit of a dog. 
That was his tutor ; and the cur 
Read to the* occult phUosopher, 
And taught liim subtly to maintain — 
All other sciences are vain/ 

To this, quoth Sidrophello : • Sir, 
Agrippa was no conjurer. 
Nor Paracelsus, no, nor Behmen ; 
Nor was the dog a cacodaemon. 
But a true dog, that woxdd show tricks 
For the' Emperor, and leap o'er sticks ; 
Would fetch and carry, was more civil . 
Than other dog^ and yet no devil ; 
And whatsoe'er he's said to do, 
He went the self-same way we go. 
As for the Rosycross philosophers, 
Whom you will have to be but sorcerers. 
What they pretend to, is no more 
Than Trismegistus did before, 
Pythagoras, old Zoroaster,* 
And Apollonius their master. 
To whom they do confess they owe 
All that they do, and all they know.* 

Quoth Hudibras, « Alas ! what is't t* us 
Whether 'twas said by Trismegistus, 
If it be nonsense, false, or mystic. 
Or not intelUgible, or sophistic ? 
'Tis not antiquity, nor author. 
That makes truth Truth, although Time's daughter » 
'Twas he that put her in the pit. 
Before he puU'd her out of it ; 

* Zorouter ha* be«n eommoiUy repsted the 0nt inveaior of 
Magie. 
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And as he eats his sons, just so 
He feeds upon his daughters too. 
Nor does it follow, 'cause a herald 
Can make a gentleman,* scarce a year old. 
To be descended of a race 
Of ancient kings in a small space, 
That we should all opinions hold 
Authentic, that we can make old.' 
Quoth Sidrophel, ' It is no part 
Of prudence to cry down an art. 
And what it may perform deny. 
Because you understand not why ; 
(As Averriioisf play'd but a mean trick, 
To damn our whole art for eccentric) 
For who knows all that knowledge contains ? 
Men dwell not on the tops of mountains. 
But on their sides, or risings, seat ; 
So 'tis with knowledge's vast height. 
Do not the histories of all ages 
Relate miraculous presages 
Of strange turns, in the world's affairs. 
Foreseen by' astrologers, soothsayers. 



* Saeh gentqr were Thomas Panr the elder, first a weaver in 
Gloucester, then «n ighorant solicitor. John Blackston, a poor 
shopkeeper of Newcast'e. John Bireh, formerly a carrier, after-^ 
wards colonel. Richard Salway, colonel, formerly a grocer's man. 
Thomas Rainsborougb, a skipper of Lynn, colonel and vice-admiral 
of England. Colonel Thomas Scott, a brewer's clerk. Colonel 
Fhilip Skippon, originally a waggoner to Sir Fra. Vere. Colonel 
John Jones, a aerring man. Colonel Barkstead, a pitiful thimble 
and bodkfai goldsmith. Colonel Pride, a foundling and drajrmip. 
Colonel Hewson, a one-eyed cobler; and Colonel Harrison, a 
butcher. Tlie«e,And hundreds more, affected to be thought gen* 
tlemen, and lorded it over persons of the first rank and quality. 

t An Arabian physician, w|io lived at Cortlova in Spain. 

s 2 
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Chaldeans, learn'd Genethliacs, 

And some that have writ ahnanacks ? 

The Median Emperor* dreamt his daughter 

Had p^ all Asia under water. 

And that a vine, sprung from her haunches 

O'erspread his empirie with its branches j 

And did not soothsayers expound it. 

As after by the' event he fpund it ? 

When Caesar in the senate fell. 

Did not the sun eclips'd foretel. 

And, in resentment of his slaughter, 

Look'd pale for almost a year after ? 

Augustus having, by* oversight. 

Put on his left shoe 'fore his right. 

Had like to have been slain that day. 

By soldiers mutin'ing for pay. 

Are there not myriads of this sort. 

Which stories- of all times report ? 

Is it not ominous in all countries. 

When crows and ravens croak upon trees ? 

The Roman senate, when within 

The city walls an owl was seen. 

Did cause their clergy, with lustrations, 

(Our Synod calls Humiliations) 

The round-fac'd prodigy to' avert 

From doing town or country hurt. 

And if an owl have so much pow'r. 

Why should not planets have much more. 

That in a region far above 

Inferior fowls of tlie air move. 

And should see further, and foreknow 

More than their augiu^^ below ? 

* Astyages, King of Medts. See HevodoCui. 
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Though that once serv'd the polity 
Of mig'hty states to govern by ; 
And this is what we take in hand 
By powerful Art to understand ; 
Which, how we have perform'd, all ages 
Can speak the' events of our presages. 
Have wcinot lately in the Moon, 
Found a new world, to the* old unknown ; 
Discovered sea and land, Columbus 
And Magellan could never compass ? 
Made mountains with our tubes appear. 
And cattle grazing on *em there ?* 

Quotli Hudibras, * You Ue so ope. 
That I, without a telescope. 
Can find your tricks out, and descry 
Where you tell truth, and where you lie : 
*'or Anaxageras, long agone. 
Saw hills, as well as you, i' th' moon. 
And held the sun was but a piece 
Of red-hot iron as big as Greece ; 
Believ*d the heav'ns were made of stone. 
Because tlie sun had voided one ; 
And, rather than he would recant 
The' opinion, suffered banishment. 

* But what, alas ! is it to us. 
Whether i' th' moon men thus or thus' 
Do eat their porridge, cut their corns. 
Or whether Xhey have tails or horns ? 
What trade from thence can you advance, 
But wliat we nearer have from France ? 
What can our travellers bring home. 
That is not to be learnt at Rome ? 
What politics, or strange opinions. 
That are not in our own dominions ? 
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What science can be brought from thence. 

In which we do not here commence ? 

IVhat revelations, or r^h^ona, 

That are not in our native nations ? 

Are sweatings lanterns, or screen-fans, 

Made better there than they are in France ? 

Or do they teach to sing and play 

O' th' guitar there a newer way ? 

Can they make plays there, that shall fit 

The pubUc humour with less wit ? 

Write wittier dances, quainter shows. 

Or fight with more ingenious blows ? 

Or does the man i' th' moon look big» 

And wear a huger periwig j 

Show in his gait, or face, more tricks 

Than our own native lunatics ? 

But if we' outdo him here at home. 

What good of your design can come ? 

As wind i' th' hypocondries pent 

Is but a blast if downward sent ; 

But if it upward chance to fly. 

Becomes new light and prophecy ; 

So when your speculations tend 

Above their just and useful end. 

Although they promise strange and great 

Discoveries of things far fet. 

They are but idle dreams and fancies, 

And savour strongly of the ganzas.* 

Tell me but what's the natural cause 

Why on a sign no painter draws 

• Domingo Gonsules wrote a Voyage to the Moon, and pvctend- 

«1 to be carried thither hyg«ese in Spwmhganwtt. SeeXttdddi 
SpYi vol. V, 
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The full-moon ever, but the half? 
Resolve that with your Jacob's staff;* 
Op why wolves raise a hubbub at her. 
And dogs howl when she shines in water ? 
And I shall freely give my vote, 
You may know something more remote.' 

At this deep Sidrophel looked wise. 
And staring round with owl-like eyes. 
He put his face into a posture 
Of sapience, and began to bluster ; 
For having three times shook his head 
To stir bis wit up, thus he said : 
' Art has no mortal enemies. 
Next ignorance, but owls and geese ; 
Those consecrated geese, in orders. 
That to the capitol were warders. 
And being then upon patrol, 
With noise alone beat off the Gaul ; 
Or those Athenian sceptic owls. 
That will not credit their own souls. 
Or any science understand. 
Beyond the reach of eye or hand ; 
But measuring all things by their own 
Knowledge, hold nothing^s to be known : 
Those wholesale critics, that in coffee- 
Houses cry down all philosophy. 
And will not know upon what ground 
In Nature, we our doctrine found, 
Although with pregnant evidence 
We can demonstrate it to sense. 
As I just now have done to you. 
Foretelling what you catne to know, 

* Jaeob'c staff h a malbematieal iD^tramciit for UUng heights 
And disttnees* 
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Were the stars only made to light 

Robbers and burglarers by night ? 

To wait on drunkards, thieves, gold-finders. 

And lovers solacing behind doors. 

Or giving one anotlier pledges 

Of matrimony under hedgies ? 

Or witches simpling, and on gibbets 

Cutting from midefactors snippets ? 

Or from the pillory tips of ears 

Of rebel-saints and perjurers. 

Only to stand by, and look on. 

But not know what is said or done ? 

Is there a constellation there 

That was not born and bred up here ? 

And therefore cannot be to learn 

In any' inferior concern ? 

Were they not during all their lives. 

Most of 'era pirates, whores, and thieves ? 

And is it like they have not still 

In their old practices some skill ? 

Is there a planet that by birth 

Does not derive its house from earth. 

And therefore probably must know 

What is, and hath been done below ? 

Who made the Balance, or whence came 

The Bull, the Lion, and the Ram ? 

Did not we here the Argo rig. 

Make Berenice's periwig? 

Whose livery does the coachman wear ?* 

Or who made Casaopeia's chair ? 

And therefore as they came from hence. 

With us may hold intelligence. 

• AUadin^to Charlet's Wain; seven ttan in the MnitelhtiCB 
Vna imor, ot vhich Bootes ii caUed ihe drirer. 
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Plato denied the world can be 

Govem'd without geometry, 

(For money being the common scale 

Of things by measure, weight, and tale; 

In all the affairs of church and state, 

*Tis both the balance and the weight) 

Then much less can it be without 

Divine astrology made out. 

That puts the other down in worth. 

As far as heaven's above the earth.' 

* These reasons,' quoth the Knight, * I grant 

Are sometlung more significant 

Than any that the learned use 

Upon this subject to produce ; 

And yet they're far from satisfactory. 

To' establish and keep up your factory. 

The' y^gyptians say, the sun has twice 

Shifted his setting and his rise ; 

Twice has he risen in the west. 

As many times set in the east ; 
But whether that be true or no. 

The devil any of you know. 

Some hold the heavens, like a top, 

Are kept by circulation up, 

And were't not for their wheeling round. 

They'd instantly fall to the groi^d ; 

As sage Empedocles of old. 

And from him modern authors hold. 

Plato believ'd the sun and moon 

Below all other planets run. 

Some Mercury, some Venus seat 

Above the sun himself in height. 

The learned Scaliger complainM 

'Gainst what Gopenucus ]tnidntain'd» 
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That in twelve hundred years and odd. 

The sun had left its ancient road; 

And nearer to the earth is come 

*Bove fifty thousand miles from home ; 

Swore 'twas a most notorious flam. 

And he that had so little shame 

To vent such fopperies abroad, 

Deserv'd to have his rump weU claw'd ; 

Which Monsieur Bodin hearing*, swore 

That he deserved the rod much more. 

That durst upon a truth give doom. 

He knew less than the Pope of Rome, 

Cardon behev'd great states depend 

Upon the tip o* th* Bear's-taiPs end. 

That as she whisk'd it tow'rds the sun, 

Strow'd mighty empires up and down ; 

"Which others say must needs be false. 

Because your true bears have no tails. 

Some say the Zodiac constellations 

Have long since chang^'d their antique stations 

Above a sign, and prove the same 

In Taurus now, once in the Ram ; 

Affirm'd the Trigons chop'd and changed. 

The wat'ry with the fiery rang'd ; 

Then how can their effects still hold 

To be the same they were of old ? 

This, though the art were true, would make 

Our modern sootlisayers mistake. 

And is one cause they tell more lies. 

In figures and nativities. 

Than the old Chaldean conjurers. 

In so many' hundred thousand years; 

Beside their nonsense in translating, 

For want of Accidence and Latin, 
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Idus and Calendae, English! 
The Quarter-days,! b^ skilful linguist ; 
And yet with canting, sleight, and ehea;^ 
^Twill serve their turn to do the feat ; 
Make fools believe in their foreseeing 
Of things before they are in being ; 
To swallow gudgeons ere they're catchM^ 
And count their chickens ere they're hatch'd; 
Make them the constellations prompt, 
And give 'em back their own accompt ; 

But still the best to him that gives 
The best price for't, or best believes. 

Some towns, ^me cities, some for brevity 

Have cast the* versal world's nativity* 

And made the infant stars confess, 

Like fools or children, what they please. 

Some calculate the hidden fetes 

Of monkeys, puppy-dogs, and cats ; 

Some running-nags, and fighting-cocks ; 

Some love, trade, law-suits, and the pox 4 

Some take a measure of tiie lives 

Of fathers, mothers, husbands, wives; 

Make oppontion, trine, and quartile. 

Tell who is barren, and who fertile^ 

As if the planefs first asp^t 

The tender infant did infect 

f n soul and body, and instil 

AH future good and future ill ; 

Which in their dark fatal'ties lurking. 

At deatin'd periods fall a-working. 

And break out, like the hidden seeds 
Of long diseases, into deeds, 

• Suppowd to be a bantrr on Fansfaaw's tralttlation of H<)taee 
l'jKOd.ii.60,70. 

■VDJi. IX. T 
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In friendships, enmities, and strife. 

And all the' emergencies of life : 

No sooner does he peep into 

The world, but he has done his do, 

Catch'd all diseases, took all physic 

That cures or kills a man that is mck ; 

Married his punctual dose of wivesi. 

Is cuckolded, and breaks, or thrives. 

There's but the twinkling of a star 

Between a man of peace and war; 

A thief and justice, fool and knave, 

A hufRng officer and a slai^e ; 

A crafty lawyer and pickpocket, 

A great philosopher and a blockhead; 

A formal preacher and a player, 

A leam'd physician and manslayer : 

As if men from the stars, did suck 

Old age, diseases, and iU-luck, 

Wit, folly, honour, virtue, vice. 

Trade, travel, women, claps, and dice ; 

And draw, with the first air they breathe. 

Battle and murder, sudden deaUu 

Are not these fine commodities 

To be imported from the skies. 

And vented here among the rabble» 
Por stable goods and warrantable ? 
Like money by the Druids borrow'd. 
In the' other world to be restored.* 

Quoth Sidrophel, * To let you know 
You wrong the art and artists too ; 
Since argfuments are lost on those 
That do our principles oppose, 
I wiU (although I've done't before) . 
Demonstrate to your sense once more» 
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And draw a figure that shall tell you 
What you, perhaps, forgot befel you, 
By Vfsty of horary inspection, t 

Which some account our worst erection.' 
With that he circles draws, and squares. 
With ciphers, astral characters ; 
Then looks 'em o'er to understand 'em. 
Although set down hab-nab, at random. 

Quoth he, ' This scheme of the' heavens set, 
I>iscover8 how in fight you met. 
At Kingston, with a Maypole idol. 
And that y' were bang'd both back and side well. 

And though you overcame the Bear, 

The Dogs beat you at Brentford Fair ; 

Where sturdy butchers broke your noddle ; 

And handled you like a fop-doodle.' 
Quoth Hudibras, * I now perceive 

You are no conjurer, by your leave : 

Th&t paltry story is untrue. 

And forg'd to cheat such gulls as you.' 

* Not true T quoth he : * howe'er you vapour, 

I can what I afiirm make appear ; 

Whachum shall justify 't to your face. 

And prove he was upon the place : 

He play'd the saltinbancho's part, 

Transform'd to a Frenchman by my art ; 

He stole youj? cloak, and pick'd your pocket, 

Chows'd and Caldes'd ye like a blockhead ; 

And what you lost I can produce. 

If you deny it, here # th' house.' ^ 

Quoth Hudibras, ' I do believe 
That argument's demonstrative : 

Ralpho, bear witness, and go fetch us 

A constable to seize the wretches ; 
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For though they're both false knaves and cheats^ 

impostors, jugglers, counterfeits, 

I'll make ^em serve for perpendic'lars. 

As true as e'er were us'd by bricklayers. 

The3r're guilty, by their own confessions. 

Of felony, and at the Sevsions 

XTpon the bench I will so handle 'em. 

That the vibration* of this pendulum 

j^hall make all tailor's yards of one 

Unanimous opinion ; 

A thing he long has vapouHd of. 

But now shall make it out by proof.' 

Quoth Sidrophel, * I do not doubt 
To find friends that wiU bear me out ; 
Kor have I hazarded my art. 
And neck, so long on the state's part. 
To be expos'd, i' th' end, to suffer 
By such a braggadocio buffer.' 

' Huffer [^ quoth Hudibras, * tliis sword 
Shall down tl^y false throat cram that word. 
Ealpho> make haste, and call an officer. 
To apprehend this Stygian sophister ; 
Meanwhile Pll hold 'em at a bay, 
L.est he and Whachum run away.' 

But Sidrophel, who from the' aspect 
Of Hudibras did now erect 
A figure worse portending far, 
Thjun |hat of most malignant star, 
BelieV'd it now th^ fittest moment 
To shun the danger that might come onH, 
While Hudibras was aU alone, * 
And he and Whachum, two to one. 

• The vibntion of a pendalom «at a devue intended to 
eenMn meiuun all the woild over* 
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This being resolv'd ; he spied, by chance. 
Behind the door, an ifon lance. 
That many a sturdy limb had g^r*d. 
And legs and loins, and shoulders bor'd ; 
He snatch'd it lip, and made a pass. 
To make his way through Hudibras. 
Wbachum had got a fire-fork. 
With which he vow'd to do his work ; 
But Hudibras was well prepar*d. 
And stoutly stood upon his guard : 
He put by Sidrophello's thrust. 
And in right manfully he rusht ; 
The weapon from his gripe he wrung. 
And laid him on the earth along. 
Whachum his sea-coal prong threw by. 
And basely tum'd his back to fly ; 

But Hudibras gave him a twitch. 

As quick as li^tning, in the breech. 
Just in the place where honour's lodged. 

As wise philosophers Have judg'd. 

Because a kick in that place more 

Hurts honour, than deep wounds before. 
Quoth Hudjbras, ' The stars determine 

You are my prisoner, base vermine ! 

Could they not tell you so, as well 

As what I came to know foretel P 

By this what cheats you are we find, 

That in your own concerns are blind. 

Your Uves are now at my dispose. 

To be redeemed by fine or blows ; 

But who his honour would defile. 

To take or sell two hves so vile } 

I'll give you quarter ; but your pillage. 

The conquering warrior's crop anid tillage, 

t2 
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Which with lus sword he reaps and ploii^s^ 
That's inine, the law of arms allows.' 
This said in haste, in haste he fell 
To rummaging of Sidrophel. 
First he expounded both his pockets. 
And found a watch, with rings and locket^ 
Which had been lefl with him to' erect 
A figure for, and so detect ; 
A copper-plate, with almanacks 
Engrav'd upon't, with other knacks 
Of Booker's, Lilly's, Sarah Jimmers,* 
And blank-schemes to discover nimmers ; 
A moon-dial, with Napier's bonea,f 
And several constellation-stones, 
Engrav'd in planetary hours, 
That over mortals had strange powers 
To make 'em thrive in law or trade» 
Ai^d stab or poison to evade ; 
In wit or wisdom to improve. 
And be victorious in love. 
Whachum had neither cross nor pile. 
His plunder was not worth the while ; 
All which the conqueror did discompt* 
To pay for curing of his rump. 
But Sidrophel, as full of tricli^ 
As Rota-men of poUtics, 



! 



* John Booker was bora m Bfanch^ter, and was a fanioai •< 
loger in the time of the eivil wan. He was a great aoqaaintanoe 
of Lilly's; and so wa« this Sarah Jimracrs, whom lailjrealb Sarah 
Shelhom, a great speculatrix. He owns he was rerf fiiniiii«r ' 
her« s<^ that it is no w onder that the Kiught found sefcxal a 
kniek-knacks in Sidrophel's cabinet. 

t Napier's bones or rods were contrived by the celebrated If apier 
pi Merchiston, for the pQrpow of fiidliiatiDg eertain aritkmetiaii 
ppDefratiosia. 
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Straight cast about to orer-reach 
The' unwary conqueror with a fetch» 
And make him glad» at least to quit 
His victory, and fly the pit. 
Before the secular pnnce of darkness 
Arrived to seize upon his carcass : 
And as a fox, with hot pursuit 
Chas'd through a warren, casts about 
To save his credit, and among 
Dead yermin on a gallows hung ; 
And while the dogs run undernewdi, 
^scapM (by counterfeiting deal^) 
Not out of cunning, but a train 
Of atoois justling in his brain. 
As leam'd philosophers give out; 
So SidropheHo cast about 
And fell to's wonted trade ji^ain^ 
To feign himself in earnest slain ; 
First stretch'd out one leg, thejai another^ 
And seeming in his breast to smother 
A broken sigh ; quoth h.e, ' Where am I ^ 
Alive^ or dead? or which way c^e I 
Through so immense a space so soon ? 
But now I thought myself i' th' moon» 
And that a monster, with huge whiskery 
If ore formidable than a Switzer's, 
If y body through and through had dxilFdt 
And Whachum by my side had kill'd. 
Had cross-ezamin'd both cnir hose. 
And plunder'd all we had to lose ; 
Look there he is, I see him now. 
And feel the place I am run through : 
And there lies Whachunr by my side 
Stone dead, and in his own blood dy'd. 



224 HVBiB&AS. JPart 2. 

Oh ! oh '.'—with that he fetch'd a groan, 

And fell agun into a swoon. 

Shut both his eyes, and stop'd his breath. 

And to the life out-acted death ; 
That Hudibra% to all appearing, 

Believ'd him to be dead as herring. 

He held it now no longer safe ^ 

To tarry the return of Ralph, 

But rather leave him in the lurch ; 

Thought he, ' He has abus'd our Church, 

Refus'd to give himself one firk 

To carry on the Public Work; 

Despis'd our Synod-men like dirt, 

And made their Discipline his sport ; 

Bivulg'd the secrets of their Classes, 

And their Conventions proved high places ; 

Disparaged their tythe-pigs, as Pagan, 

And set at nought their cheese and bacon ; 

Rail'd at their Covenant, and jeered 

Their reverend Parsons, to my beard; 

For all which scandals, to be quit 

At once, this juncture falls out fit. I 

I'll make him henceforth to beware. 

And tempt my fury if he dare : . ^ -^. 

He must at least hold up his hand. 

By twelve freeholders to be scan^d, 

Who by their skill in palmistry. 

Will quickly read his destiny. 

And make him glad to read his lesson. 

Or take a turn for^t at the Session, 

Unless his hght and gifts prove truer 

Than ever yet they did, I'm sure ; 

For if he 'scape with whipping now, 

*Tis more than he can hope to do ; 
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And that will disengage my Conscience 
Of the' oblig^on, in his own sense : 
I'll make him now by force abide 
What he by gentle means denied. 
To give my honour satisfaction^ 
And right the Brethren in the action.' 
This being resolv'd; with equal speed 
And conduct he approach'd his steed. 
And, with activity unwont, 
Assay'd the lofty beast to mount ; 
Which once achiev'd, he spur'd his palfty. 
To get from the' enemy and Ralph free ; 
Left danger, fears, and foes behind, 
A«d beat, at lea^t three leiigths, the wind. 
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WKI.L, Sidropliel, though 'tis in vain 
To tamper with your crazy brain» 
Without trepanning of your scull. 
As often as the moon's at full ; 
'Tis not amiss, ere y'are giv'n o'er. 
To try one desperate med'dne more : 

* Thu Epiatle was published ten yean after the Tiiircl Canto 
of this Second Part, to which it is now annexed, namely, in the 
year 1674 ; and is said (in a Key to a burlesque poem of Mr. But- 
ler's, published 1706) to have been occasioned by Sir Paul Nea],ft 
conceited virtuoso, and member of the Royal Society, who con- 
stantly affirmed that Mr. Butler was not the author of Hudifacas, 
which occasioned this Epistle ; and by some he has been taken 
for the real Sdrophei of the Poem. This was the gentleman who 
is said to have made a great discovery of an eleiihant in the moon ; 
which, upon examination, proved to be no odier than a mosise 
Which had mistaken its way, and got into his telescope. See 
Poem, intided The Elephant in the^oWy toI. iii. 
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For where your case can be no worse. 

The desp'rat'st is the wisest course. 

Is't possible that you, whose ears 

Are of the tribe of Issachar's, 

And might (with equal reason) either 

For merit, or extent of leather, 

"With William Prynne's, before they were 

Retrench'd and crucified, con^are ; 

Should yet be deaf a^nst a noise 

So roaring as the pubHc voice ? 

That speaks your virtues free and loud. 

And openly in every crowd ; 

As loud as one that sings his part 

To' a wheel-barrow, or turnip-cart. 

Or your new mck-nam'd old invention 

To cry g^een-hastings with an engine ; 

(As if the vehemence had stifii'd^ 

And torn your drumheads with the sound) 

And 'cause your folly's now no news. 

But overgrown, and out of use. 

Persuade yourself there's no such matter. 

But that 'tis vanish'd out of Nature ; 

When Folly, as it grows in years, 

The more extravagant appears ; 

For who but you could be possest. 

With so much ignorance and beast. 

That neither all men's scorn and hate, 

Nor being laugh'd and pointed at. 

Nor bray'd so often in a mortar. 

Can teach you wholesome sense and nurture : 

But (like a reprobate) what course 

'Soever us'd, grow worse and worse ? 

Can no transfusion of the blood. 

That makes fools cattle, do you good f 
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Nor putting pigs to' a bitch to nurse^ 
To turn 'em into mungrel-curs, 
Put you into a way, at least, 
To make yourself a better beast ? 
Can all your critical intrigues, 
Of trying sound from rotten eggs : 
Your several new-found remedies. 
Of curing wounds and scabs in trees ; 
Your arts of fluxing them for claps. 
And purging their infected saps : 
Recovering shankers, crystallines, 
And nodes and blotches in their rindsy 
Have no effect to operate 
Upon that duller blocks your pate ? 
But still it must be lewdly bent 
To tempt your own due punishment; 
And, like your whimded chariots, draw 
The boys to course you without law; 
As if the art you have so long 
Profess'd of making old dogs young, 
In you had virtue to renew 
Not only youth, but childhood too. 
Can you^ that understand all books. 
By judging only with your looks^ 
Resolve all problems with your face. 
As others do with B's and A's; 
Unriddle all that mankind knows 
With solid bending of your brows ; 
All arts and sciences advance. 
With screwing of your countenance^ 
And with a penetrating eye, 
Into the* abstrusest learning pry ; 
Know more of any trade by* a hint. 
Than thoife that have been bred up in't, 
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And yet have no art, true or false. 

To help your own bad naturals ? 

But still the more you strive to* appear. 

Are found to be the wretcheder : 

For fools are known by looking- wise. 

As men find woodcocks by their eyes. 

Hence 'tis that 'cause ye 'ave gain'd o* th' college 

A quarter share (at most) of knowledge, 

And brought in none, but spent repute, 

Y' assume a pow'r as absolute ^ 

To judge, and censure, aiid control. 

As if you were the sole Sir Poll, 

And saucily pretend to know 

More than your dividend comes to : 

You'll find the thing will not be done 

With ignorance and face alone ; 

No, though ye 'ave purchas'd to your name 

In history, so g^eat a fame ;* 

That now your talent's so well known, 

For having all belief outgrown. 

That every strange prodigious tale 

Is measur'd by your German scale — 

By which the virtuosi try 

TTie magnitude of every lie. 

Cast up to what it does amount, 

And place the bigg'st to your account ; 

That all those stories that are Isdd 

Too truly to you, and those made, 

Are now still charg'd upon your score. 

And lesser authors nam'd no more. 

* These two Hues leem to indicate that Litly, aaci not »r Paui 
Neal, was here lashed under the name of Sidrophel; for Lilly*9 
fame abroad was inditptttable. 

VOL. IX. u 
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Alas ! that faculty betrays 

Those soonest it deug^ to raise ; 

And all your vain renown will spoil. 

As guns o'ercharg'd the more recoil ; 

Though he that has but impudence. 

To all things has a &ir pretence ; 

And put among his wants but shame. 

To all the world may lay his claim : 

Though you have tried that nothing^s borne 

With greater ease than public scorn. 

That all affronts do still give place 

To your impenetrable face ; 

That makes your way through all affairs. 

As pigs through hedges creep with theirs : 

Yet as 'lis counterfeit, and brass. 

You must not think 'twill always pass ; 

For all impostors, when they're known. 

Are past their labour, and undone : 

And aU the best that can befU 

An artificial natural. 

Is that which madmen find, as soon 

As once they're broke loose from the moon. 

And, proof agadnst her influence. 

Relapse to e'er so little sense. 

To turn stark fools, and subjects fit 

For sport of boys and rabble-wit. 
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PJUtT III. CMTTO 1. 



ARGUMENT. 

Tlie Knii^t tnd Squire retolTe at ooee^ 

Tlie one the otker to (enomiee; 

They both aj^Nmch the Lady's bower. 

The Squire to' inform, the Knight to woo her. 

She treats them with a maiqueraiie, 

By Furies and Hobgoblins made, 

Ftom which the Squire conveys the Knight, 

And steals him from himself by night. 



*Tia true no lover has that poVr 

To enforce a desperate amour. 

As he that has two strings to' his bow» 

And bums for love and money too ; 

For then he's brave and resolute. 

Disdains to render in bis suit ; 

Has all his flames and raptures double, 

And hangs or drowns, with half the trouble ; 

While those who nllily pursue 

The simple downright way and true. 

Make as unlucky applications, 

And steer against the stream, their passions. 

Some forge their mistresses of stars. 

And when the ladies prove averse. 
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And more untoward to be won 
Than by Caligula the moon. 
Cry out upon the stars for doing 
. Ill offices^ to cross their wooing, 
When only by themselves they're htnd'red. 
Tot trusting those they made her kindred. 
And still, the harsher and hide-bounder 
The damsels prove, become the fonder; 
For what mad lover ever died 
To gain a soft and gentle b]fid« h 
Or for a lady tender-hearted. 
In purling streams or hemp departed ? 
Leap'd headlong into' Elysium, 
Through the' windows of a dazzling romn i 
But for some cross ill-natur'd dame. 
The amorous fly burnt in his flame. 
This to the Knight could be no news, 
With aU mankind so much in use. 
Who therefore took the. wiser course. 
To make the most of his amours, 
Resolv'd to try all sorts oi ways, 
As follows in due time md place. 
No sooner was the bloody fight 
Between the Wizard and the Knight, 
With all the' appurtenances, over. 
But he relaps'd agsun to' 9^ iQver, 
As he was alwi^ys wont to dp, 
When he 'iul discomfited a foe. 
And us'd the only antique philter 
Deriv'd from old heroic titters. 
But now triumphant, %nd viGtoriou% 
He held the* achievement was too glorious 
For such a conqueror to Dkeddle 
With petty constable or beadle, 
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Or fly for refuge to the hostess 
Of the^ inns of Court and Chanceiy justice ; 
Who might perhaps, reduce his cause 
To the' ordeal trial of the laws^ 
Where none escape, but such as branded 
With red-hot irons have past bare-handed; 
And if they cannot read one verse 
V th' Psalms, must sing it, and that's worse. 
He, therefore, judging it below him 
To tempt a shame the dev'l might owe him, 
Resolv'd to leave the Squire for bail 
And mainprize for him, to the gaol. 
To answer, with his vessel, all 
That mig^t disastrously befal. 
And thought it now the fittest juncture 
To give the Lady a rencounter. 
To' acquaint her with his expedition, 
And conquest o'er the fierce magician ; 
Describe the manner of the fray. 
And ahow the spoils he brought away ; 
His bloody scourging aggravate. 
The number of the blows, and weight ; 
All which might probably succeed. 
And g^ain belief he 'ad done the deed .- 
Which he resolv'd to' enforce, and spare 
No pawning of his soul to swear ; 
But rather than produce his back. 
To set his conscience on the rack ; 
And in pursuance of his urging 
Of articles perform'd, and scourging. 
And all things else, upon his part. 
Demand delivery of her heart, 
Her goods, and chatties, and good graces, 
And person, up to his embraces. 

v2 
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Thought he, * the ancient emnt knights 
Won all their ladies' hearte in fi^ts» 
And cut whole gianta into fritters. 
To put them into amorous, twitters ; 
Whose stubhom boweb scom'd to yield. 
Until their gallants were half kill'd; 
But when their bones were drub'd ao sore. 
They durst not woo one combat more, 
The ladies' hearts began to m^lt. 
Subdued by blows their lovers felt. 
So Spanish heroes, with their lances. 
At once wound bulls and ladies' fancies ; 
And he acquires the noblest spouse 
That widows greatest herds of cows; 
Then what may 1 expect to do, 
Who 'ave queU'd so vast a buffalo V 

Meanwhile the Squire was on his way. 
The Knight's late orders to obey ; 
Who sent him for a strong detachment 
Of beadles, constables^ and watchmen. 
To' attack the cunning-man for plunder. 
Committed falsely on his lumber ; 
When he, who had so lately sack'd 
The enemy, had done the fact. 
Had rifled all his pokes and fobs 
Of gimcracks, whims, and jiggumbobs. 
Which he by hook or crook had gather'd. 
And for his own inventions &ther'd; 
And when they should at gaol-delivery, 
Unriddle one pother's thievery. 
Both might have evidence enough 
To render neither halter-proctf : 
He thought it desperate to tarry. 
And venture to be accessiay ; 
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But rather wisely sMp hk letters, 
And leave them for the Kaight, his betters. 
He call'd to mind the' unjust foul pky 
He would have ofier'd him that day. 
To make him curry his own hide. 
Which no beast ever did beftde. 
Without aQ possible evasion. 
But of the riding dispensation : 
And therefore much about the hour 
The Knight (for reasons told before) 
Resolved to leave him to the fury 
Of Justice, and an unback'd jury. 
The Squire concur*d to' abandon him. 
And serve him in the self-same trim ; 
To* acquaint the Lady what he 'ad done, 
And what he meant to carry on ; 
What project 'twas he went about. 
When Sidropheland he fell out; 
His firm and stedfast resolution. 
To swear her to an execution; 
To pawn his inward ears to marry her. 
And bribe the devil himself to carry her ; 
In which both dealt, as if they meant 
Their party-saints to represeW, 
Who never fail'd, upon their sharing 
In any prosperous arms-bearing, 
To lay themselves out to supplant 
Each other cousin-german saint.' 

But ere the Kmght could do his part. 
The Squire had got so much the start. 
He 'ad to the Lady done his errand. 
And told her all his tricks aforehand. 
Just as he finish'd his report. 
The Knight alighted in the court. 



1 
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And having tied his beast to'^a pale. 
And taking time for both to stale. 
He put his band and beard in order. 
The spnicer to accost and board her : 
And now began to* approadh the door» 
When she, who had spied him out beftn^ 
Convey'd the' informer out of sig^t. 
And went to entertain the Knight ; 
With whom encountering, after longees 
Of humble and submissive congees. 
And all due ceremonies paid, 
He stroked his beared, and thus he smd » 

' Madam, I do, as is my duty. 
Honour the shadow of your shoe-tie ; 
And now am come, to bring your ear 
A present you'll be glatd to hear ; 
At least I hope so ; the thing's done, - 
Or may I never see the sun. 
For which I humbly now demand 
Performance at your gentle hand; 
And that you'd please to do your part. 
As I have done mine, to my smart.' 

With that he shrug'd his sturdy back. 
As if he felt his shoulders ache : 
But she, who well enough knew what 
(Before he spoke) he would be at. 
Pretended not to apprehend 
The mystery of what he mean'd. 
And therefore wish'd him to expound 
His dark expressions less profound. 

* Madam,' quoth he, * I come to prove 
How much I've suffer'd for your love. 
Which, like your votary, to win, 
J have not spar'd my tatter'd skin ; 
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To claim your favour and i^ood graces.' 

Quoth she, < } do remember once 
I freed you from the' inch^ted sconce. 
And that you promia'd for that favours 
To bind your back to the' good behaviour i 
And, for my sake and service, vpw'd 
To lay upon't a heavy load; 
And what 'twould bear to' a scruple prove. 
As other knights do oft make love : 
Which whether you hftve dime or no 
Concerns yourself not me, to know ; 
But if you have, I ^lall confess 
Y' are honester than I could guess.' 

Quoth he, < If you suq^eet my troth, 
I cannot prove it but by oath ; 
And if you make a question on't, 
111 pawn my soul that J have don't : 
And he that makes his soul his surety, 
I think, does give the best secur'ty.' 

Quoth she, ' Some say the soul's secure 
Against distress and forfeitqre ; 
Is free from action, an4 esiempt 
From execution and contempt ; • 
And to be summoned to appear , 

In the' other world 's illegal here, 
And therefore few make any account 
Int' what incumbrances they run 't : 
For most men carry things so even 
Between this world, and hell, and heaven ; 
Without the least offence to either. 
They freely deal ui all together ; 
And equally abhor to quit 
This world for both, or both for it ; 
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And when they pawn and damn their aouls. 
They are but prisoners on paroles.* 

* For that,' quoth he, ' 'tis rational^ 
They may be' accomptable in all : 
For when there is that intercourse 
Between divine and human pow'rs. 
That all that we determine here 
Commands obedience every where ; 
When penalties may be commuted 
For fines, or ears, and executed; 
It follows nothing binds so feat 
As souls in pawn and mortgage past : 
For oaths are the' only tests and seate 
Of right and wrong, and true and false ; 
And there's no other way to try 
The doubts of law and justice by.' 
Quoth she, ' What is it you would swear ?^ 
There's no believing till I hear: 
For till they're understood, all tales 
(like nonsense) are not true nor false.' 

Quoth he, * When I resolv'd to' obey 
What you commanded t'other day. 
And to perform my exercise, 
(As schools are W<ont) for your fair eyes^ 
To' avoid all scruples in the case, 
i went to do't upon the place : 
But as the castle is inchanted 
By Sidrophel the witch, and haunted 
With evil spirits, as you know. 
Who took my Squire and me for two ; 
Before I'd hiifdly time to lay 
My weapons by, and disarray, 
I heard a formidable noise, 
lioud as the Stent'rophonic voice. 
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That roar'd far off, ** Dispatch, and strip, 

I'm ready with the* infernal whip. 

That shall divest thy ribs of skin. 

To expiate thy lingering sin ; 

Thou 'ast broke perfidiously thy oath, 

And not performed thy pli^ted troth. 

But spar'd thy renegado back, 

Where thou 'adst so great a prize at stake, 

Which now the Fates have ordered me, 

Por penance and revenge, to flea. 

Unless thou presently make haste ; 

Time is, time was :" and there it ceas'd. 

With which, though startled, I confess, 

Yet the* horror of the thing was less 

Than t*other dismal apprehenaon 

Of interruption or prevention ; 

And therefore snatching up the rod, 

I laid upon my back a load, 

Resolv'd to spare no flesh and blood. 

To make my word and honour good; 

Till tir*d, and taking ti-uce at length. 

For new recruits of breath and strength, 

I felt the blows still plied as fast. 

As if they *ad been by lovers plac'd. 

In raptures of Platonic lashing. 

And chaste contemplative bardashing; 

When facing hastily about. 

To stand upon my guard and scout, 

I found the* infernal cunning-man. 

And the* under-witch, his Caliban, 

With scourges (like the Furies) arm*d. 

That on my outward quarters storm'd. 

In haste I snatch*d my weapon up. 

And gave their hellish rage a stop ; 
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Call'd thrice upon your name, and fell' 
Courageously on Sidrophel, 
Who now, transform'd himself to' a bear. 
Begun to roar aloud and tear ; 
When I as furiously pressM on. 
My weapon down his throat to run. 
Laid hold on him, but he broke loose, 
And turned himself into a goose, 
Div'd under water, in a pond. 
To hide himself from being found. 
In vain I sought him ; but as soon 
As I perceiv*d him fled and gone, 
Prepar*d, with equal haste and rage. 
His under-sorcerer to engage ; 
But bravely scorning to defile 
My sw/)rd with feeble blood and vile, 
I judg'd it better from a quick- 
Set hedge to cut a knotted stick. 
With wluch I furiously laid on, 
Till in a harsh and doleful tone 
It roar'd, « O hold, for pity, sir ; 
I am too great a sufferer. 
Abused, as you have been, by' a witch. 
But conjur'd into* a worse caprich, 
Who sends me out on many a jaunt. 
Old houses in the night to haunt. 
For opportunities to' improve 
Designs of thievery or love ; 
With drugs convey'd in drink or meat. 
All feats of witches counterfeit. 
Kill pigs and geese with powder'd glass. 
And make it for inchantment pass ; 
With cow-itch meazle like a leper. 
And choke with fumes of Guinea^pepper; 
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Make lechers, and their punks, with dewtry,* 

Commit fantastical advowtpy ; 

Bewitch hermetic-men to run 

Stark staring mad with manicon ;f 

Believe mechanic virtuosi 

Can raise ^em mountains in Potosi ; 

And sillier than the antic fools, 

Take treasure for a heap of coals j:^ 

Seek out for plants with signatures. 

To quack off universal cures ; 

With fig^es ground on panes of glass, 

Make people on their heads to pass ; 

And mighty heaps of coin increase. 

Reflected from a single piece ; 

To draw in fools, whose natural itches 

Incline perpetually to Witches, 

And keep me in continual fears, 

And danger of my neck and ears ; 

When less delinquents have heen scourgM, 

And hemp on wooden anvils forg'd. 

Which others for cravats have worn 

About their necks, and took a turn." 

' I pitied the sad punishment 
The wretched caitiff underwent. 
And held my drubbing of his bones 
Too great an honour for poltroons ; 

* Dewtry or Datura, is a plant which g^ws in the East Indies, 
whose flower and seed have a peculiar intoxicating quality. 

t Manicon is said to be a sjiecies of nightshade, which produces 
mania. 

% A supposed sneer at Martin Frobisher and others, who in the 
time of Queen Elizabeth went on an expedition to Cathaia, and 
brought home or^ which they took for gold, but which proved little 
better than coab. 

VOL. IX. X 



242 B17BIB1IA6. Part o. 

For kxug^ts are bound to feel no blows 

From paltry and unequal foes, 

Who, when they slash, an^ cut to pieces. 

Do all with civiUest addresses : 

Their horses never give a blow. 

But when they make a leg and bow. 

I therefore spar'd his flesh, and press'd him 

About the witch with many a quest'on. 

• Quoth he, " For many years he drove 
A kind of broking-trade in love, 
3BmpIoyM in all the' intrigues, and trust 
Of feeble speculative lust; 
Procurer to the' extravagancy 
And crazy ribaldry of fancy. 
By those the devil had forsook. 
As things below liim, to provoke ; 
But being a virtuoso, able 
To smatter, quack, and cant, imd dabble. 
He held his talent most adroit. 
For any mystical exploit. 
As others of his tribe had dpHe, 
And rus'd their prices three to one ; 
For one predicting pimp has the' odds 
Of chaldrons of plain downright bawds. 
But as an elf (the devil's valet) 
Is not so slight a thing to get ; 
For those that do his business best. 
In hell are us'd the ruggedest. 
Before so meriting a person 
Could get a grant, but in reversion. 
He serv'd two 'prenticesfaips, and longer, 
I' th* mystery of a lady-monger. 
For (as some write) a witch's ghost. 
As soon as from the body loos'd. 
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Becomes a puisne imp itself. 

And is another's witch's elf: 

He, after searching far and near. 

At length found one in Lancashire, 

With whom he bargained beforehand. 

And after hanging, entertain'd : 

Since which he 'as play'd a thousand feA% 

And practis'd all mechanic cheats ; 

Transform'd himself to the' ugly shapes 

Of wolves and bears, baboons and apes^ 

Which he has varied more than witches. 

Or Pharaoh's wizards, could their switches ; 

And all with whom he 'as had to do, 

Tum'd to aa monstrous figures too ; 

Witness myself whom he 'as abus'd» 

And to this beastly shape reduc'd. 

By feeding me on beans and pease 

He crams in nasty crevices. 

And turns to comfits by his arts. 

To make me rehsh for deserts. 

And one by one, with shame and fear. 

Lick up the candied provender. 

Beside" ' — ^But as h' was running on. 

To tell what other feats he 'ad done. 

The Lady stop'd his full career. 

And told him now 'twas time to hear. 

* If Ao//* those things' said she, * be true ;* — 

* They're a^i^' quoth he, *I swear by you I* 

* Why then,' said she, * that Sidrophel 
Has damn'd himself, to the' pit of hell ; 
Who, mounted on a broom, the nag 
And hackney of a Lapland hag. 

In quest of you came hither post. 
Within an hour, I'm sure, at most. 
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Who told me all you swear and say. 

Quite contrary another way ; 

Yow'd that you came to him, to know 

If you should carry me or no» 

And would have hir'd him and his imps. 

To be your match-makers and pimps. 

To' engage the devil on your side. 

And steal, like Proserpine, your bride ; 

But he disdaining to embrace 

So filthy a desigpn and base. 

You fell to vapouring and huffing. 

And drew upon him tike a ruffian ; 

Surpris'd him meanly, unprepared, 

Before he 'ad time to mount his guard. 

And left him dead upon the ground. 

With many a bruise and desperate wound ; 

Swore you had broke and rob'd his house. 

And stole his talismanic louse,* 

And all his new-found old inventions. 

With flat felonious intentions. 

Which he could bring out where he had. 

And what he bought them for, and paid : 

His flea, his morpion, and punaise* 

He 'ad gotten for his proper ease. 

And all in perfect minutes made. 

By the' ablest artist of the trade ; 

Which (he could prove it) sinoe he lost, - 

He has been eaten up almost. 

And altogether might amount 

To many hundreds on account ; 

* In order to free any place from vermin or other noarioas anh 
mal, the figare of the animal was made of a consecrated metal, in 
a planetary hour, and this was called the Talisman. The joke here 
ii, that Sidrophel had made a talismanic loase to preserve himielf 
from that Termin. 
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For which he 'ad got sufficient warrant 
To seize the malefactors errant. 
Without capacity of bail. 
But of a cart's or horse's tul; 
And did not doubt, to bring the wretches 
To serve for pendulums to watches. 
Which, modem virtuosi say, 
Incline to hanging every way. 
Bende, he swore, and swore. 'twas true. 
That ere he went in quest of you. 
He set a fig^e to discover 
If you were fled to Bye or Dover; 
And found it clear that, to betray 
Yourselves and me, you fled this "way ; 
And that he was upon pursuit. 
To take you somewhere hereabout. 
He vow'd he had intelligence 
Of all that pass'd before and since. 
And found that, ere you came to him, 
. Y' had been engaging life and limb 
About a case of tender conscience. 
Where both abounded in your oWn sense : 
Till Salpho, by his light and grace. 
Had clear'd all scruples in the case. 
And prov'd that you might swear and own 
Whatever*s by the wicked done ; 
For which, most basely to requite 
The service of his gifts and light. 
You strove to' oblige him, by main force. 
To scourge his ribs instead of yours, 
. But that he stood upon his guard, 
And all your vapouring outdar'd; 
For which, between you both, the feat 
Has never been perform'd as yet.' 

x2 
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WMle thus the Lady talk'd, the Knight 
Turn'd the' outside of his eyes to white ; 
(As men of inward light are wont 
To turn their optics in upon't) 
He wonder'd how she came to know 
What he had done, and meant to do ; 
Held up his affidavit-hand, 
As if he 'ad been to be arraign'd ; 
Cast tow'rd the door a ghastly look. 
In dread of Sidrophel, and spoke : 

* Madam, if but one w6rd be true 
Of all the wizard has told you. 

Or but one single circumstance 

In all the' apocryphal romance. 

May dreadful earthqi^kes swallow down 

This vessel, that is all your own ; 

Or may the heavens fall, and cover 

These relics of your constant lover.' 

* You have provided well,* quoth she, 

* I thank you, for yourself and me ; 
And shown your Presbyterian wits 
Jump punctual with the Jesuits; 

A most compendious way, and civil, 
At once to cheat the world, the devil. 
And heaven and hell, yourselves, and those 
On whom you vainly think t' impose.' 

* Why then,' quoth he, * may hell surprise !'— 

* That trick,' said she^ * will not pass twice : 
I've learn'd how far I'm to believe 

Your pinning oaths upon your sleeve ; 

But there's a better way of clearing 

What you would prove, than tiownright swearing; 

For, if you have perform'd the feat. 

The blows are visible as yet. 
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Enough to serve for satisfaclion 
Of ^nicest scruples in the action; 
And if you can produce those knobs. 
Although they're but the witch's drubs, 
I'll pass them all upon account, 
As if your natural self had don't; 
Provided that they pass the' opinion 
Of able juries of old "women. 
Who, us'd to judge all matted of facts. 
For bellies^ltnay do so for backs.' 

* Madam,' quoth he, ' your love's a miUiou ; 
To do is less than to be willing 
As I am, were it in my power. 
To' obey what you command, and more ; 
But for performing what you bid, 
I thank you' as much as if I did. 
You know I ought to have a care. 
To keep my wounds from taking air; 
For wounds in those that are all heart. 
Are dangerous in any part.' 

' I find,' quoth she, ' my goods and chatties 
Are like to prove but mere drawn battles; 
For styi the longer we contend. 
We are but farther off the end ; 
But granting now we should ag^ee. 
What is it you expect from me ?' — 
* Your plighted faith,* quoth he, « and word 
You pass'd in heaven on reeord. 
Where all contracts, to have and t' hold. 
Are everlastingly enroU'd; 
And if 'tis counted treason here 
To raze records, 'tis much m0re there.' 

Quoth she, 'there are no lyurgains driv'n. 
Nor maniages clap'd up^ in heav^n^ 
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And that's the reason, as some guess. 
There is no hear'n in marriages; 
Two things that naturally press 
Too narrowly, to be at ease ; 
Their business there is only love. 
Which marriage is not like to' improve ; 
J^ove, that's too generous to abide 
To be ag^ainst its nature tied; 
For where 'tis of itself incHn'd, 
It breaks loose when it is confin'd, « 
And like the soul,> its harbourer, 
Debar'd the freedom of the air, 
Disdains ag^nst its will to stay. 
But struggles out, and flies away ; 
And therefore never can comply 
To' endure the matrimonial tie. 
That binds the female and the male. 
Where the' one is but the other's bail ; 
Like Roman gaolers, when they slept, 
Chun'd to the prisoners they kept ; 
Of which the true and fiiithfull'st lover 
Gives best security to suffer. 
Marriage is but a beast, some say. 
That carries double in foul way ; 
And therefore 'tis not to' be admir'd 
It should so suddenly be tir'd: 
A bargain, at a venture made. 
Between two partners in a trade ; 
(For what's infer'd by t' have and t' hold. 
But something pass'd away, and sold ? j 
That, as it makes but one of two, 
Keduces all thingpi else as low ; 
And at the best is but a mart 
Between the one ancf t'other part> 
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That on the marriage-day is paid. 

Or hour of death, the bet is Isdd; 

And all the rest of better or worse. 

Both are but losers out of purse : 

For when upon their ungQt heirs 

They' entail themselves, and all that's theirs, 

What blinder bargfain e'er was driv*n. 

Or wager laid at six and seven ? 

To pass themselves away, and turn 

Their children's tenants ere they're bom ? 

Beg one another idiot 

To guardians, ere they are begot; 

Or ever shall, perhaps, by the' one 
Who's boimd to vouch 'em for his own, 

Though got by' implicit generation. 
And general club of all the nation ; 
For which she's fortified no less 
Than all the island, with four seas ; 
Exacts the tribute of her dower. 
In ready insolence and pow^r. 
And makes him pass away, to have 
And hold, to her, himself, her slave. 
More wretched than an ancient villain,* 
Condemn'd to drudgery and tilling; 
While all he does upon the by. 
She is not bound to justify. 
Nor at her proper cost and charge 
Maintain the feats he does at large. 
Such hideous sots were those obedient 
OJld vassals, to their ladies regent ; 



* Yinanage was an ancient tenure, by which the servants were 
ohIigeA to perform the most slatith services for their lords. 



1 



250 BVBIBBJLB. .J*art$. 

To give the cheats the eldest hand 

In foul play, by the laws o* th' land. 

For which so many a legal cuckold 

Has been run down in courts, and truckled r 

A law that most unjustly yokes 

All Johns of Stiles to Joans of Nokes, 

Without distinction of degree. 

Condition, age, or quality; 

Admits no power of revocation. 

Nor valuable consideration. 

Nor writ of error, nor reverse 

Of judgment past, for better or wcme; 

Will not aUow the privileges 

That beggars challenge under hedges^ 

Who, when they're grieved, can make dead hones 

Their spiritual judges of divorces^ 

While nothing else but rem in re 

Can set the proudest wretches free ; 

A slavery beyond enduring. 

But that 'tb Qf their own procuring. 

As spiders never seek the fly, 

But leave him, of himself, to' apply; 

So men are by themselves emplqy'd^ 

To quit the freedom they enjoy'd. 

And run their necks into a noose. 

They'd break 'em after to break loose. 

As some whom death would not depart^ 

Have done the feat themselves by art: 

Like Indian widows, gone to bed. 

In flaming curtains, to the dead ; 

And men as often dangle forH, 

And yet will never leave the sport. 

Nor do the ladies want excuse 

For all the stratagems they use. 
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To gain the* advantage of the set, 
And lurch the amorous rook and cheat : 
For as the P3rthagorean soul 
Runs through all beasts, and fish, and fowl. 
And has a smack of every one. 
So love does, and has ever done ; 
And therefore, though 'tis ne'er so fond. 
Takes strangely to the vagabond. 
*Tis but an ague that's reverst, 
IVhose hot fit takes the patient first. 
That afler bums with cold as much 
As iron in Greenland does the touch ; 
Melts in the furnace of desire, 
like glass, that's but the ice of fire ; 
And when his heat of fancy's over. 
Becomes as hard and frail a lover : 
For when he's with love powder laden. 
And prim'd and cock'd by Miss or Miulun, 
The smallest sparkle of an eye 
Gives fire to his artillery ; 
And off the loud oaths go, but, while 
They're in the very act, recoil- 
Hence 'tis so few dare take their chance 
Without a separate maintenance ; 
And widows, who have tried one lover. 
Trust none again till they 'aye made over ; 
Or if they do, before they marry. 
The foxes weigh the geese they carry. 
And ere they venture o'er a stream. 
Know how to size themselves and them.; 
Whence wittiest ladies always choose 
To undertake the heaviest goose : 
For now the world is grown so wary. 
That few of either ^n d«re marry. 
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But rather trust, on tick, to' amours. 

The cross and pile for better or worse ; 

A mode that is held honourable 

As well as French, and fashionable : 

For when it falls out for the best. 

Where both are incommoded least, 

In soul and body two unite 

To make up one hermaphrodite. 

Still amorous, and fond, and bilHng', 

Like Philip and Mary on a shilling-. 

They 'ave more punctilios and capriches 

Between the petticoat and breeches. 

More petulant extravagances. 

Than poets make 'em in romances ; 

Though when their heroes 'spouse the dames, 

We hear no more of charms and flames ; 

For then their late attracts decline. 

And turn as eager as prick'd wine. 

And all their catterwauling tricks, 

In earnest to as jealous piques. 

Which the' ancients wisely aig^nified 

By the' yellow manteaus of the bride : 

For jealousy is ynxt a kind 

Of clap and crincum of the mind, ^ 

The natural effects of love. 

As other flames and aches prove : 

But all the mischief is, the doubt 

On whose account they first broke out. 

For though Chineses go to bed 

And lie-in in their ladies' stead. 

And, for the pains they took before. 

Are nurs'd and pamper'd to do more ; 

Our green-men do it worse, when th' hap 

To fall in labour of a clap ; 
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Both lay the child to on<s another, . 
But who's the father, who the mother, 
'Tis hard to say in multitudes, 
Or who imported the French goods. 
But health and sickness being all one. 
Which both engaged befwe to own. 
And are not with their bodies bound 
To worship, only when they're sound. 
Both give and take their equal shares 
Of all they suffer by false wares ; 
A fate no lover can Avert 
With all his caution, wit and art : 
For 'tis in vain to think to guess 
At women by appearances. 
That paint and patch their imperfections 
Of intellectual complexions, 
And daub their tempers o'er with washes 
As artificial as their faces ; 
Wear under visor-masks their talents^ 
And mother-wits, before their gallants ; 
UntQ they^re hamper'd in the noose. 
Too fast to dream of breaking loose ; 
When all the flaws they strove to hide 
Are made unready with the bride. 
That with her wedding-clothes undresses 
Her complaisance and gentilesses ; 
Tries all her arts to take upon her 
The government, from the' easy owner; 
Until the wretch is glad to wave 
His lawful right, and turn her slave ; 
Find all his having and his holding 
Reduc'd to' eternal noise and scokfing; 
The conjugal petard, that tears^ 
Down all portcullises of ears, 

TOl. IX. T 
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And makes the volley of one tongue 
For all their leathern shields too strong; 
When only arm'd with noise and nails. 
The female silk-worms ride the males. 
Transform 'em into rams and goats. 
Like Sirens, with their charming notes ; 
Sweet as a screech-owl's serenade. 
Or those enchanting murmurs made 
By the' husband mandrake, and the wife. 
Both buried, tike themselves, aUve.' 

Quoth he, < These reasons are but strains 
Of wanton over-heated brains. 
Which railtiers, in their wit or drink. 
Do rather wheedle with, than think. 
Man was not man in Paradise, 
Until he was created twice. 
And had his better half, his bride, 
Carv'd from the' original, his side. 
To' amend his natural defects. 
And perfect his recruiting sex ; 
Enlarge his breed, at once, and lessen 
The pains and labour of increasing. 
By changing them for other cares. 
As by his dried-up paps appears. 
His body, that stupendous firame. 
Of all the world the anagram. 
Is of two equal parts compact^ 
In shape and symmetry exact. 
Of which the left and female side 
Is to the manly right, a bride ; 
Both join'd together with such art. 
That nothing else but death can part. 
Those heav'nly* attracts of your's, your eyes 
And face, that all the world surprise. 



That dazzle all that look upon ye^ " 

And scorch all other- ladies tawny ; 

Those ravishing and charming graces 

Are all made up of two half faces^ 

That, In a mathematic line. 

Like those in other heavens, join ; 

Of which» if either g^w alone, 

'Twould fright us much to look upon : 

And so would that sweet bud, your £p. 

Without the other's fellowship. 

Our noblest senses act by psdrs. 

Two eyes to see, to hear two ears ; 

The' intelligencers of the mind. 

To wait upon the soul designed : 

But those that serve the body' alone 

Are single and confined to one. /, 

The world is but two psixtSt that meet 

And close at the' equinoctial fit ; ^ 

And so are all the works of Nature, 

Stamped with her signature on matter ; 

Wl^ch all her creatures, to a leaf. 

Or smallest blade of grass, receive. 

All which sufficiently declare 

How' entirely marriage is her care. 

The only method that she uses 

in all the wonders she produces ; 

And those that take their rules from her 

Can never be deceiv'd, nor err : 

For what secures the civil life. 

But pawns of children, and a wife ! 

That lie, like hostages, at stake. 

To pay for all men undertake ; 

To whom it is as necessary. 

As to be bom and breathe, to marry ; 
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So universal, all mankind 
In nothing else is of one imnd : 
ItoT in what stupid ag« or naidon 
Was marriage ever oat of fashion P 
- Unless among the Araazoni, 
Or cloister'd Friars and Vestal nuns, 
Or Stoics^ who, to hut the freakB 
And loose excesses of the sex. 
Preposterously wo^d have all women 
Turned up to all the world in common ; 
Though men would find sudi mortal feuds 
In sharing of their public goods, 
'Twould put them to more charge of lives 
Than they're supplied with now by wives ; 
Until they graze, and wear their clothes. 
As beasts do, of their native growths ; 
For simple wearing of th^ horns 
Will not suffice to serve their turns. 
For what can we pretend to' inherit, 
Unless the marriage-deed will bear it ^ 
Could claim no ri^t to lands or rents. 
But for our parents' settlements ; 
Had been but younger sons o' th' earth, 
Debar'd it all, but for our birth. 
What honours, or estates of peers, 
Could be preserv'd but by their heirs ^ 
And what security muntains 
Their right and title, but the banns P 
What crowns could be hereditary. 
If greatest monarchs did not many. 
And with their consorts consummate 
Their weightiest interests of state P 
For all the' amours of princes are 
But guarantees of peace or war. 
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Or what but marriage has a chann 
The rage of empires to disarm ? 
Ifake blood and desolation cease. 
And fire and sword unite in peace. 
When all their fierce contests for forage 
Conclude in articles of marriage P 
Nor does the genial bed provide 
Less for the interests of the bride. 
Who else had not the least pretence 
To' as much as due benevolence ; 
Could no more title take upon her 
To virtue, quality, and honour. 
Than ladies-errant unconfin'd. 
And feme-coverts to all mankind. 
All women would be of one piece. 
The virtuous matron^ and the miss ; 
llie nymphs of chaste Diana's train 
The same with those in Lewkner's Lane, 
But for the difference marriage makes 
Twixt wives, and ladies of the Lakes; 
Besides the joys of place and birth. 
The sex's parsidise on earth ; 
A privilege so sacred held. 
That none will to their mothers yield. 
But rather than not go before, 
Abandcm heaven at the door : 
And if the' indulgent law allows 
A greater freedom to the spouse, 
The reason is because the wife 
Buns greater hazards of her life ; 
Is trusted with the form and matter 
Of all mankind, by careful Nature, 
Where man brings nothing but the stuiF 
She fnones the wondrous fabric of; 
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Who therefore, in a strait, may freely 

Demand the clergy erf" her belly, 

And make it save her the same way 

It seldom misses to betray. 

Unless both parties wisely fenter 

Into the Liturgy indenture. 

And though some fits of small contest 

Sometimes fall out among the best. 

That is no more than every lover 

Does from his hackney-lady suffer ; 

That makes no breach of faith and love. 

But rather (sometimes) serves to* iiBprove : 

For as, in running, every pace 

Is but between two legs a race. 

In which both do their uttermost 

To get before and win the post, » 

Yet when they're at their races' ends, 

They're still as kind and constant :^ends. 

And, to relieve their weariness. 

By turns give one another ease ; 

So all those false alarms of strife 

Between the husband and the wife, 

And little quarrels, often prove 

To be but new recruits of love ; 

When those who*re always kind or coy. 

In time must either tire or cloy. 

Nor are the loudest clamours more 

Than as they're refish'd, sweet or mmr ,- 

Like music, that proves bad or good. 

According as 'tis understood. 

In all amours a lover bums 

With frowns, as wefi as smiles^ by turns ; 

And hearts have been as oft with sc^n 

As charming looks suipris'd and stolen ; 
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Then why should more bewitchin|f dsonoiir 

Some lovers not as much enamour ? 

For discords make the sweetest airs. 

And curses are a kind of pray'rs ; * 

Too slight alloys for all those grand 

^Felicities by marriage gain'd : 

For nothing else has pow'r to settle 

The' interests of love perpetual ; 

An act and deed that makes one heart 

Become another's counter-part. 

And passes fines on faith and love, 

Inroll'd and register'd above, 

To seal the slippery knots of vows, 

Which^nothing else but death can loose. 

And what security's too strong 

To guard that gentle heart from wrong. 

That to its friend is glad to pass 

Itself away, and all it has ; 

And, like an anchorite, gives over 

This world, for the' heav'n of a lover ?' 

' I grant,' quoth she, * there are some few 
Who take that course, and find it true, . 
But millions whom the same does sentence 
To heav'n by' another way, — repentance. 
Love's arrows are but shot at rovers, 
Though all they hit they turn to lovers : 
And aU the weighty consequents 
Depend upon more blind events 
Than gamesters, when they play a set 
With greatest cunning at Piquet ; 
Put out with caution, but take ia 
They know not what, unsight, unseen; 
For what do lovers, when they're fast 
JIh one another's arms erabnic'd. 
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But Strive to plunder, and convey 
Each other, like a prize, away ? 
To change the property of selves. 
As sucldng children are by elves ? 
And if they use their persons so. 
What win they to their fortunes do ? 
Their fortunes ! the perpetual aims 
Of all their extacies and flames. 
For when the money's on the book,* 
And M my wordly goods— hnt spoke ; 
(The formal livery and seisin 
That puts a lover in possession) 
To that alone the bridegroom's wedded. 
The bride a flam that's superceded : 
To that their fauth is still made good. 
And all the oaths to us they vow'd ; 
For when we once resign our pow'rs. 
We 'ave nothing left we can call ours : 
Our money's now become the Miss 
Of all your lives and services. 
And we, forsaken and postpon'd. 
But bawds to what before we own'd ; 
Which as it made y' at first gallant us, 

So now hires others to supplant us. 

Until 'tis all tum'd out of doors 

(As we had been) for new amours. 

For what did ever heiress yet. 

By being bom to lordships, get ? 

When, the more lady she's of manors, 

She's but expos'd to more trepannerft, 

Pa3rs for their projects and designs. 

And for her own destruction fines ; 

• Tlie MiiiMten*tiidClerla*fisetatweddiDgitteoidaEedli7thc 
rubiie tnbe kid QpMi tbe book wiOi tbe liiig. 



Canto 1. HVBIBKAS. 2^1 

And does but tempt them with her riches, 

To use her as the de^^l does witches. 

Who takes it for a special grace 

To be their cully for a ^ace. 

That, when the time's expir'd, the draasels 

For ever may become his vassals : 

So she, bewitch'd by rooks and spirits^ 

Betrays herself and all she' inherits; 

Is bought and sold, like stolen goods^ 

By pimps, and match-makers, and bawds; 

Until they force her to convey. 

And steal the thief himself away. 

These are the everlasting fruits 

Of all your passionate love-suits. 

The' effects of all your amorous fancies. 

To portions and inheritances; 

Your lovesick rapture, for fruition 

Of dowry, jointure, and tuition ; 

To which you make address and courtship. 

And with your bodies strive to worship. 

That the' infant's fortunes may partake 

Of love too, for the mother's sake. 

For these you play at purposes, 

And love your loves with A's and B's ; 

For these at Beste and Ombre woo. 

And play for love and money too ; 

Strive who shall be the ablest man 

At right g^aUanting of a fan ; 

And who the most genteely bred 

At sucking of a vizor-bead ; 

How best to' accost us in all quarters. 

To' our question-and-command new garters ; 

And solidly discourse upon 

All sorts of dresses pro and con .- 
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For there's no mystery nor trade. 

But in the art of love is made ; 

And when you have more debts to pay 

Than Michaehnas and Lady-day, 

And no way possible to do't 

But love and oaths, and restless suit, 

To us y* apply, to pay the scores 

Of all your cuUied past amours ; 

Act o'er your flames and darts again, 

And charge us with your wounds and pain ; 

Which others' influences long since 

Have charm'd your noses with, and shins ; 

For which the surgeon is unpaid. 

And like to be, without our aid. 

Lord ! what an amorous thing is want ! 

How debts and mortgages enchant ! 

What graces must that lady have. 

That can from executions save ! 

What charms, that can reverse extent. 

And null decree and exig^ent ! 

What magical attracts and graces. 

That can redeem from Scire Jhcku f 

From bonds and statutes can discharge. 

And from contempts of courts enlarge ! 

These are the highest excellences 

Of all your true or false pretences ; 

And you would damn yourselves, and swear 

As much to' an hostess dowager. 

Grown fat and pursy by retail 

Of pots of beer and bottled ale ; 

And find her fitter for your turn, 

(For fat is wondrous apt to burn ;) 

Who at your flames would soon take fire. 

Relent, and melt to your desire, 
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And, like a candle in the socket, 
Dissolye her graces into' your pocket.' 

By this time 'twas grown dark and late. 
When they' heard a knocking at the gate, 
lAid on in haste, with sach a powder 
That blows grew louder still and louder ; 
Which Hudibras, as if tiiey 'ad been 
Bestow'd as freely on his skin. 
Expounding by l^s inward lights 
Or ratiier more prophetic fright. 
To be the Wizard, come to search. 
And take him napping in the lurch, 
Tum'd pale as ashes, or a clout. 
But why, or wherefore, is a doubt : 
For men wiU tremble, and turn paler. 
With too much or too little valour. 
His heart laid on, as if it tried 
To force a passage through his side. 
Impatient (as he vow'd) to wait 'em, 
But in a fury to fly at 'em ; 
And therefore beat, and laid about. 
To find a cranny to creep out. 
But she who saw in what a taking 
The Knight was^ by his furious quaking, 
Undaunted cried, 'Courage, Sir Knight, 
Know I'm resolv'd to break no rite 
Of hospitality to' a stranger ; 
But, to secure you out of danger, 
Will here myself stand sentinel, * 
To guard this pass 'gainst Sidrophel : 
Women, you know, do seldom ful 
To make the stoutest men turn tail. 
And brarely scorn to turn their backs 
Upon the desp'ratest attacks,' 
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At this the Knight grew resohite 

As Ironside, or Hardiknute ;* 

His fortitude began to rtlly, 

And out he cried aloud, to sally : — 

But she besought him to convey 

His courage rather out o' th' way. 

And lodge in ambush on the floor. 

Or fortified behind a door ; 

That, if the enemy should enter. 

He might relieve her in the' adventure. 

Meanwhile they knock'd against the door, 
As fierce as at the gate before ; 
Which made the renegado Knight 
Relapse again to' his former fiight. 
He tiiought it desperate to stay 
mi the' enemy had forc'd his way, 
But rather post himself, to serve 
The Lady for a fresh reserve. 
His duty was not to dispute. 
But what she 'ad order'd execute ; 
Which he resolv'd in haste to' obey. 
And therefore stoutly march'd away, 
And all he' encounter'd fell upon. 
Though in the dark, and all alone ; 
Till fear, that braver feats performs 
Than ever courage dar'd in arms, 
Had drawn him up before a pass^ 
To stand upon his guard, and face : 
This he courageously invaded. 
And, having enter'd, barricadoed : 
Insconc'd himself as formidable 
As could be, underneath a table, 

• Tvoftmous and valiaut princes of this country: the one t 
Saxon, tbe other a Dane. 
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Where he lay down in ambush close^ 
To* expect the* arrival of his foes. 

Few minutes he had lain perdue. 
To guard his desperate avenue. 
Before he heard a dreadful shout. 
As loud as putting" to the rout ; 
With which impatiently alarm'd. 
He fancy'd the* enemy had storm'd ; 
And, after entering, Sidrophel 
Was fall'n upon the guards pell-mell : 
He therefore sent out all his senses 
To bring him in intelligences. 
Which vulgars, out of ignorance. 
Mistake for falling in a trance ; 
But those that trade in geomancy 
AfErm to be the strength of fancy ; 
In wtuch the Lapland Magi deal. 
And things incredible reveal. 
Meanwhile, the foe beat up his quarters. 
And storm'd the outworks of his fortress ; 
And as another of the same 
Degree and party, in arms and fame. 
That in the same cause had engag*d,i 
And war with equal conduct wag*d. 
By venturing only but to thrust 
His head a span beyond his post, 
^y' * general of the Cavaliers 
Was drag'd through a window by the* ears,* 
So he was serv d in his redoubt, 
And by the other end pull'd out. 

Soon as they had him at their mercy. 
They put him to the cudgel fiercely, 

* Sir Enumat P. of P— n Castle, in Pembrokeshire, was the per- 
lon ao lenred by Col. Egertonj an officer of the CaTftlien. 
TOj;. IX. z 
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As if they 'ad scomM to trade or barter. 
By giving or by taking quarter : 
They stoutly on his quarters laid. 
Until his scouts came in to' his aid : 
For when a man is past his sense. 
There's no way to reduce hiln thence. 
But twinging him by the* ears or nose. 
Or laying on of heavy blows ; 
And if that will not do the deed. 
To burning with hot irons proceed. 
No sooner was he come to' himself 
But on lus neck a sturdy elf 
Clap'd, in a trice, his cloven hoof. 
And thus attack'd him with reproof: 

'Mortal, thou art betray'd to us 
By' our friend, thy evil genius. 
Who for thy horrid perjuries, 
Thy breach of faith, and turning lies. 
The Brethren's privilege (agahist 
The wicked) on themselves, the Saints ; 
Has here thy wretched carcass sent, 
For just revenge and punishment. 
Which thou hast now no way to lessen. 
But by an open, free confession ; 
For if we catch thee failing once, 
T'wiU fall the heavier on thy bones. 

' What made thee venture to betray 
And filch the Lady's heart away ? 
To spirit her to matrimony f ' — 
' That which contracts all matches, money / 
ft was the' enchantment of her riches 
That made me' apply to' your crony witches ; 
That in return would pay the* expense, 
The wear and tear of conscience, 



Canto 1. BUDiBRAs. 267 

Which I could have patch'd up, and tum'd. 
For the' hundredth part of what I eam'd.' 

* Didst thou not love her then ? speak true/ 
*No more/ quoth he, • than I love you.* 

' How wouldst thou have us'd her and her money r' 

* First tum'd her up to alimony. 

And laid her dowry out in law. 

To nuU her jointure with a flaw. 

Which I beforehand had agreed 

To' have put, on purpose, in the deed. 

And bar her widow's making' over 

To' a friend in trust, or private lover.' 

' What made thee pick and choose her out 
To' employ their sorceries about?' 

* That which makes gamesters play with those 
Who have least wit, and most to lose.' 

' But didst thou scourge thy vessel thus^ 
As thou hast damn'd thyself to us ?' 

<I see you take me for an ass :— 
'Tis true, I thought the trick would pass 
Upon a woman well enough, 
As't has been ofken found by proof. 
Whose humours are not to be won 
But when they are impos'd upon ; 
For Love approves of all they do 
That stand for candidates, and woo,' 

* Why didst thou forge those sliameful lies 
Of bears and witches in ctisguise ?' 

' That is no more than authors give 
The rabble credit to believe ; 
A trick of following their leaders, 
To entertain their gentle readers ; 
And we have now no other way 
Of passing all we do or say ; 
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Which, when 'tis natural and true. 
Will be believ'd b3r' a very few; 
Beside the dangler of offence. 
The &tal enemy of sense.' 

* Why didst tiiou choose that cursed sin. 
Hypocrisy, to set up in ^* 

* Because it is the thriving'st calling. 
The only saints'-bell that rings all in ; 
In which all Churches are concem'd^ 
And is the easiest to be leam'd : 

For no degrees, unless th' employ't. 
Can ever gain much, or enjojrH : 
A gift that is not only able. 
To domineer among the rabble. 
But by the laws empower'd to rout 
And awe the greatest that stand out; 
Which few holdibrth against, for fear 
Their hands should slip, and come too near : 
For no sin eUe, among the Saints, 
Is taught so tenderly against/ 

* What made thee break thy plighted vovn ?'— 
' That which makes others break a house. 

And hang, and scorn ye aU, before 
Endure tiie plague of being poor.' 

Quoth he, 'I see you have more tricks 
Than all our doting politics^ 
That are g^wn old, and out of fashion, 
Compar'd with your new Beformation { 
That we must come to school to you« 
To learn your more refin'd and new.' 

Quoth he, * If you will give me leave 
To tell you what I now perceive, 
You'U find yourself an arrant chouse. 
If y* were but at a Meeting-house.' 
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'Tis true,* quoth he, * we ne*cr come there» 
Because we have let 'em out by th' year.' 
• Truly,* quoth he, « you can't imagine 
What wondrous things they will engage in ; 
That as your fellow-fiends in hell 
Were angels all before they fell. 
So are you like to be again 
Compar'd with the' ang«ls of us men.' 

Quoth he, ' I am resolv'd to be 
Thy scholar in this mystery ; 
And therefore first desire to know 
Some principles on which you go.-* 
What makes a knave a child of God, 
And one of us ?' — ' A livelihood.' 
'What renders beating out of brains, 
And murder, gfodliness ?*-^' Great gains.* 

* What's tender conscience ?* — • *Tis a botch 
That will not bear the gentlest touch ; 

But, breaking out, dispatches more 
Than the* epidemicaFst plague-sore.* 

* What makes y* incroach upon our trade. 
And damn all others P* — * To be paid.* 

* What's orthodox and true believing 
Against a conscience ?'-^* A good living.* 

* What makes rebelling against kin£^ 
A g^d old Cause P* — * Administ*rings.* 

* What makes all doctrines plain and clear ?'-«• 

* About two hundred pounds a-year.' 

< And that which was prov'd true before. 
Prove false again ?' — ' Two hundred more.' 

* What makes the brealdng of all oaths 
A holy duty?* — * Food and clothes.* 

'What laws and freedom, persecution?' — 
' Bdng out of power, and contiibiition.* 

k2 
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' What makes a church a den <^ thieves ?'<— 
' A dean and Chapter, and white sleeves.' 

* And what would serve, if those wore gone^ 
To make it orthodox ?'— * Our own.' 

' What makes moratity a crime. 
The most notorious of Ihe time ; 
Morality, which both the Saints 
And wicked, too, cry out against ?''— 
' 'Cause g^race and virtue are within 
Prohibited degrees of kin ; 
And therefore no true Sunt allows 
They shall be suffer'd to espouse : 
For Saints can need no conscience. 
That with moraUty dispense ; 
As virtue's impious, when 'tis rooted 
In nature only, and not imputed? 
But why the wicked should do so. 
We neither know, nor care to do.' 

* What's liberty of conscience, 

I' -dx* natural and genuine sense ^'-x 
* 'TIS to restore with more security* 
Rebellion to its ancient purity; 
And Christian liberty reduce 
To the' elder practice of the Jews ; 
For a large conscience is all one. 
And signifies the same with none.' 

< It is enough,' quoth he, * for once, 
And has reprieved thy forfeit bones : 
Nic HCachiavel had ne'er a trick, 
(Though he gave his name to our Old Nick) 
But was below the least of these. 
That pass i' th' world for holiness.' — 
This said, the Furies and the light. 
In the' instant vanish'd out of sight. 
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And left him in the duck alone; 
With stinks of brimstone and lus own. 

The Queen of N^ht, whose large command 
Bules all the sea, and half the land. 
And over moist and crazy brain% 
In high spring-tides, at midnight reigns. 
Was now declining to the west. 
To g^ to bed and take her rest ; 
When Hudibra% whose stubborn blows 
Denied his bones that soft repose, 
Lay still, expectii^ worse and more, 
Stretch'd out at length upon the floor ; 
And though he shut his eyes as fast 
As if he 'ad been to sleep his last. 
Saw all the shapesthat fear or wizards 
Do make the devil wear for vizards. 
And pricking up his ears, to hark 
If he could hear, too, in the dark. 
Was first invaded with a groan. 
And after, in a feeble tone, 
These trembling words : * Unhappy wretch. 
What hast thou g^otten by this fetch ; 
Or all thy tricks, in this new trade. 
Thy holy Brotheihood o' th' blade ? 
By sauntering still on some adventure, 
And growing to thy horse a Centauri 
To stuff thy skin with swelling knobs 
Of cruel and hard-wooded drubs ? 
For still thou 'ast had the worst on't yet, 
As well in conquest as defeat: 
Nig^ is the sabbath of mankind^ 
To rest the body and the mind^ 
Which now thou art denied to keep. 
And cure thy labour'd corps with ideep/ 
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The Knight, who heard the words, explain'd 
As meant to him this ^primand. 
Because ^e character did hit 
Point-blank upon his case so fit ; 
Believ'd it was some drolling sprite 
That staid upon the guard that night. 
And one of those he 'ad seen, and felt 
The drubs he had so freely dealt ; 
When, after a short pause and groan. 
The doleful Spirit thus went on ^— 

< This 'tis to' engage with Dogs and Bears, 
Pell-mell together by the ears. 
And, after painful bangs and knocks. 
To lie in limbo in the stocks, 
And from the pinnacle of glory 
Fall headlong into Purgatory:'— 

(Thought he, * This devil's full of malice, 
That on my late disasters rallies') 
' Condemn'd to whipping, but dedin'd it. 
By being more heroic-minded; 
And at a riding handled worse. 
With treats more slovenly and coarse ; 
Engag'd with fiends in stubborn wars. 
And hot disputes with conjurers; 
And, when thou 'adst bravely won the day. 
Wast fain to steal thyself away :'•— 

(' I see, thought he, this shameless elf 
Would fain steal me, too, from myseli^ ^ 
That impudently dares to own 
What I have suffer'd for and done*) 
* And now, but venturing to betray, < 
Etost met with vengeance the same way.' 

Thought he, « How does the devil know 
What 'twas that I deagn'd to do ? 
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His office of intelligence^ 

His oracles, are ceas'd long since ; 

And he knows nothing of the SuntSy 

But what some treacherous spy acquiunts. 

This is some pettifogging fiend. 

Some under door-keeper's friend's friend. 

That undertakes to understand. 

And juggles at the second hand. 

And now would pass for Spirit Po,* 

And all men's dark concerns foreknow. 

I think I need not fear him for't; 

These rall3ring devils do no hurt. 

With that he rous'd his drooping heart, 

And hastily cried out, < What art ?'— 

* A wretch,' quoth he, * whom want of grace 
Has brought to this unhn^py place.' 

' I do believe thee,' quoth the Knight, 

* Thus far I'm sure thou'rt in the right : 
And know what 'tis that troubles thee. 
Better than thou hast guess'd of me. 
Thou art some paltry, blabkguard sprite, 
Condemn'd to drudgery in the night ; 
Thou hast no work to do in the' house, 
Nor halfpenny to drop in shoes; 
Without the raising of which sum 

You dare not be so troublesome 
To pinch the slatterns black and blue. 
For leaving you their worin to do. 
This is your bu^ness^ good Pug-Bobin,-|' 
And your Aversion dull dry bobbing. 



* Tom Po is Mid to hive been an ex]>reni(m commonly uaed fbr 
a riinst. 
T Robin Oood^low was a aotorioos spirit. 
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To' entice fanatics in the dirt, 

And wash 'em clean in ditches for't ; 

Of which conceit you are so proud. 

At every jest you laugh aloud. 

As now you would have done by me. 

But that I barr'd your raillery.' 

* Sir,' quoth the Voice, * ye're no such sophi 
As you would have the world judge of ye. 
If you design to weigh our talents 
I' the standard of your own fiilse balance. 
Or think it possible to know 
Us ghosts, as well as we do you ; 
We who have been the everlasting 
Companions of your drubs and basting. 
And never left you in contest. 
With male or female, man or beast. 
But prov'd as true t* ye, and entire. 
In all adventures, as your Squire.* 

Quoth he, < That may be said as true 
By the 'idlest pug of all your crew: 
For none could have betray'd us worse 
Than those allies of ours and yours. 
But I have sent him for a token 
To your low-country Hog^n-Mogen, 
To whose infernal shores I hope 
He'll swing like skippers* in a rope : 
And if ye *ave been more just to me 
(As I am apt to think) than he, 
I am afraid it is as true 
What the' ill-affected say of you j 
Ye 'ave spous'd the Covenant and Cause, 
By holding up your cloven paws.' 

• In Holland 4 muter of a ship is oOled a Skipper. 
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< Sir,' quoth the Voice, * 'tis true, I grant. 
We made, and took the Covenant ; 
But that no more concerns the Cause, 
Than other perjuries do the laws. 
Which when they're prov'd in open court. 
Wear wooden peccadillo's for*t : 
And that's the reason Cov'nanters 
Hold up their hands, like ro^es at bars.' 

* I see,' quoth Hudibras, * from whence 
These scandals of the Saints commence. 
That are but natural effects 
Of Satan's malice, and his sects. 
Those spider-saints, that hang by threads 
Spun out o' th' ent«dls of their heads.' 

« Sir,' quoth the Voice, * that may as tru«r 
And properly be sadd of you, 
Whose talents may compare with either, 
Or both the other put together : 
For all the Independents do. 
Is only what yoU forc'd 'em to ; 
You who are not content alone 
With tricks to put the devil down, 
But must have armies rsds'd to back 
The Gospel-work you undertake ; 
As if artillery and edge-tools 
Were the' only engines to save souls: 
While he, poor devil, has no pow'r 
By force to run down and devour; 
Has ne'er a Classis, cannot sentence 
To stools, or poundage of repentance; 
Is tied up only to design. 
To' entice, and tempt, and undermine : 
In which you all his arts outdo. 
And prove yourselves his betters too. 
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Hence His poBsesoions do less evil 
Than mere temptations of the devil. 
Which all the horrid'st actions done 
Are charg'd in courts of law upon ; 
Because, unless they help the elf. 
He can do little of himself ; 
And therefore where he*s best possest 
Acts most against his interest ; 
Surprises none but those who 'ave priests 
To turn lum out, and exorcists, 
Supplied with spiritual provision, 
And magazines of ammunition ; 
With crosses, relics, crucifixes. 
Beads, pictures, rosaries, and pixes ; 
The tools of working our salvation 
By mere mechanic operation : 
With holy water, like a sluice. 
To overflow all avenues : 
But those who're utterly unarm'd. 
To' oppose his entrance if he storm'd^ 
He never offers to surprise. 
Although his falsest enemies ; 
But is content to be their drudge. 
And on their errands glad to trudge : 
For where are all your forfeitures 
Intrusted in safe hands, but ours ? 
Who are but gaolers of the holes 
And dungeons where you clap up souls; 
Like under-keepers turn the keys. 
To' your mtttimus anathemas. 
And never boggle to restore 
The members you deliver o'er 
Upon demand, udth fairer justice. 
Than all your covenanting Trustees; 
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Unless, to punish them the worse, 
Toa put them in the secular powers. 
And pass their souls, as some demise 
The same estate in mortg^age twice .- 
When to a leg^ai utlegation 
You turn your excommunication ; 
And, for a groat unpaid that's due, 
Distrain on soul and body too.' 

Thought he, ' tis no mean part of civil 
State-prudence to cajole the devil, 
And not to handle him too rough. 
When he' has us in his cloven hoof.' 

* *Tis true,' quoth he, * that intercourse 
Has pass'd between your friends and ours ; 
That, as you trust us, in our way. 

To raise your members, and to lay ; 
We send you others of our own, 
Denounc'd to hang themselves, or drown ; 
Or, frighted with our oratory. 
To leap down headlong many a story ; 
Have us'd all means to propagate 
Your mighty interests of state. 
Laid out our sp'ritual gifts to further 
Your great designs of rage and murther : 
Por if the Saints are nam'd from blood, 
We only 'av6 made that title good ; 
And, if it were but in our power. 
We should not scruple to do more. 
And not be half a soul behind 
Of all Dissenters of mankind.' 

* Right,' quoth the voice, ' and, as I scorn 
To be ungrateful, in return 

Of all those kind good offices, 
VU free you out of this distress. 

YOL. IX. ▲ a 
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And set you down in safety, where 

It is no time to tell you here. 

The cock crows, and the mom draws on. 

When 'lis decreed I must be gone ; 

And if I leave you here till day. 

You'll find it hard to get away.' 

With that the Spirit g^p'd about 

To find the' enchanted hero out. 

And tried with ha^e to lift him up. 

But found his forlorn hope, his crup. 

Unserviceable with kicks and blows, 

Receiv'd firom harden'd-hearted foes. 

He thought to drag him by the heels. 

Like Gresham-carts, with legs for wheels;* 

But fear, that soonest cures those sores. 

In danger of relapse to worse. 

Game in to' assist him with its aid. 

And up his »nking vessel weigh'd. 

No sooner was he fit to trudge. 

But both made ready to dislodge ; 

The Spirit hors'd him, like a sack, 

Upon the vehicle, his back. 

And bore him headlong into the' haU, 

With some few rubs against the wall ; 

Where finding out the postern lock'd, i 

And the' avenues as strongly blbck'd, J 

He' attack'd the window, storm'd tlie glass. 

And in a moment g^sun'd the pass ; 

Through which he dra^d the worsted soldier's 

Fore-quarters out by the' head and shoulders, 

* A seheme of a aire with legi that moved instead of whceb. 
wai brought before theHoyal Society, March 4, 1662^. 
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And cautiously began to scout. 
To find their feDow-cattle out : 
Nor was it half a nunuter's quest. 
Ere he retriev'd the champion's beasit. 
Tied to a pale, instead of rack. 
But ne'er a saddle on his back. 
Nor pistols at the saddle-bow, 
Convey'd away, the Lord knows how ! 
He thought it was no time to stay. 
And let the night, too, steal away ; 
But, in a trice, advanc'd the Knight 
Upon the bare ridge, bolt upright ; 
And, groping out for Ralpho's jade. 
He found the saddle, too, was stray'd. 
And in the place a lump of soap. 
On which he speedily leap'd up ; 
And, turning to the gate the rein. 
He kick'd and cudgell'd on amain ; 
While Hudibras, with equal haste. 
On both ffldes laid about as fast. 
And spur'd, as jockies use, to break. 
Or padders to secure, a neck ; 
Where let us leave 'em for a time. 
And to their Churches turn our rhyme ; 
To hold forth their declining state. 
Which now come near ai]i even rate. 
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ARGUMENT. 



The Saintf ei^i^se \a fioree Muitesu 
About their carnal interests, .. 
To share their saerilf gtoos preysi, 
Aeeordhig to their rates of Grace : 
TK^r various frensEies to reform, 
When Cromwell left them in a storm ; 
Till, in the efiixy of Rumps, the rabble 
Burn ail the Gmndoes df the Cabal. 



Thx learned write* an inseet breezef 
Is but a mongrel prince of bees, 
That falls befo^ a storm on cows, 
And stings the founders of bis house. 
Prom whose corrupted flesh, that breed 
Of vermin did at first proceed : 
So, ere the storm of war broke out. 
Religion spawn'd a various rout 

* This canto is entirely independent of the adventures of Hudi' 
bras and Ralpho : neither of our heroes make their appearance : 
other characters are introdaced^ and a new vein of satire is ezhi* 
bited. The Poet steps out of his road, and skips fVom the time 
wherein these adventures happened to CromweiPs death, and from 
thence to the dissolution of the Rump Parli*ment. 

t Breezf soften briny along with them great quantities of in- 
sects, which some o|nne are generated from viscous exhalations in 
the air; but Butler raises them from the cow. 
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Of petulant capricious sects. 
The maggots of corrupted texts. 
That first run all religion down. 
And after every swarm its own. 
For as the Persian Magi once 
Upon their mothers got their sons, 
That were incapable to* enjoy 
That empire any other way ; 
So Presbyter begot the other 
Upon the Good Old Cause, his mother. 
Then bore them like the devil's dam. 
Whose son and husband are the same ; 
And yet no natural tie of blood,- 
Nor interest for the common good. 
Could, when their profits interfer'd. 
Get quarter for each other's beard : 
For when they thrived they never fadg^d. 
But only by the ears engaged; 
like dogs that snarl about a bone. 
And play together when they *ave none ; 
As by their truest characters. 
Their constant actions, plainly* appears. 
Rebellion now began, for lack 
Of zeal and plunder, to grow slack ; 
The Cause and Covenant to lessen. 
And Providence to be out of season: 
For now there was no more to purchase 
O' th' King's revenue, and the Churches 
But all divided, shiff'd, and gone. 
That us'd to urge the Brethren on ; 
Which forc'd the stubbom'st for the Cau8e» 
To cross the cudgels to the laws. 
That what by breaking them they 'ad gun'd. 
By their support im|^t be muntain'd ; 
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like thieves, that in a hemp-plot lie. 

Secured ag^nst the Hue-and-cry ; 

For Presbyter and Independent 

Were now tarn'd Plaintiff and Defendant ; 

Laid out their apostolic functions 

On carnal Orders and Injunctions; 

And all their precious Gifts and Graces 

On Outlawries and Scire faciiUf 

At Afichael's term had many trial. 

Worse than the Dragon and St. Michael^ 

Where thousands fell, in shape of fees. 

Into the bottomless abyss, . 

For when, like brethren, and like Mends, 

They came to share their dividends, 

And every partner to possess 

His church and state joint-purchases. 

In which the ablest Saint, and best. 

Was nam'd in trust by all the rest 

To pay their money, and, instead 

Of every Brother, pass the deed. 

He straight converted all his gifts 

To pious frauds and holy shifts, 

And settled all the other shares 

Upon his outward man, and 's heirs; 

Held all they claimed as forfeit lands 

Deliver'd up into his hands. 

And pass'd upon his conscience 

By pre-entiul of Providence ; 

Impeach'd the rest for Reprobates, 

That had no titles to estate^ 

But by their spintaal attaints 

Degraded from the right of Saints. 

This being reveafd, they now begim 

With Uiw and conscience to fall pn, 
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And laad about w hot and brain-ack 
As the' Utter-banister of Swanswick;* 
Engag'd with money-bags, as bold 
As men with sandbagsf did of old. 
That brought the lawyers in more fees 
Than all unsanctified Trustees ; 
Till he who had no more to show 
V th' case, receiv'd the overthrow ; 
Or, both ffldes having had the worst, 
TThey parted as they met at first. 

Poor Presbyter was now reduc d. 
Secluded, and cashiered, and chous'd! 
Tum'd out, and excommumcate 

From all affairs of Church and State, 

Reform'd to' a reformado Samt, 

And glad to turn itinerant. 

To stroll and teach from town to town. 

And those he had taught up teach down.* 

And make those uses serve again 

Against the New-enhghten'd men, 

As fit as when at first they were 

RevealM agjunst the Cavaher ; 

Damn Anabaptist and Fanatic, 

As pat as Popish and Prelatic ; 

And, with as Mention, 

To serve for any sect i' th» nation. 

-* ««,«mwick. and med to rtyle himself 
. Pryime vra. born •' SwanswKk. »^ ^ ^^„ ^ ^^ 

Vtter-barrister ; which 8^m» V> impiy a "«" F 

cate. $ef ^^'''^^^\ ™, by kiiighu and gentlemen, « 
+ A oomhat ma »^S*^^*Vyeo.nSu with .amibag. fi»rtened 
fought with swoidund lance ,• tty yeomeii, 

to the end of a tw"«^'V. ^ ^e« ^me doctrine, againit the 
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The Good Old Cause, which some believe 
To be the devil that tempted Eve 
With knowledge, and does still invite 
The world to mischief with New Light, 
Had store of money in her purse. 
When he took her for better or worse. 
But now was growii deform'd and poor. 
And fit to be tum'd out of door. 

The Independents (whose first station 
Was in the rear of Reformation, 
A mongrel kind of Church-dragoons, 
That serv'd for horse and foot at once. 
And in the saddle of one steed 
The Saracen and Christian rid ; 
Were free of ev'ry spiritual order. 
To preach, and fight, and pray, and omrder)* 

* The nflleen and toUieci wmaag the Iwhpgarfknti got !■!• 
palpiti, andpieadiedaodpaiyedaswellwfbiighL CttrerCkoM* 
well WMfluned fbr a p Be a cher» and has • wtmon m priat, fWittorli 
CrwmweS?* Learned; Dcvma, and Ciudeniimu ExenUe, keU m 
Stt Peter TempU?» m UnnM* Jrm FkU$, iipm Bon. ziiL 1, ia 
«phieh«ielheibllowiDgfl(menori:he«Drie; *]>eaily heloved ta» 
thren and Mien, hbtne, dm text ttsinaKgnnit one: tfaewkkBd 
and uugodly have abwed it vexy much i bat, thanks be to Go^ k 
was CO their own rain.* 

* Bat now that I ipoke of kh^ji, the ^piettion ii, Whether, by the 
higber ptnten, are OMant kings or eooBmonen ? Tnly, bdU»ved,k 
b a Terjr great qnestioa aoMmg those diet are learned : fiw nay noc 
erery one that ean read observe, that Panl speaks in the phnal 
nnmfaer, ^her rnteref Now, had be meant sulgeetkMi to a khig, 
he would have said. "Let every sool be salveet to the kigktr 
pnoert'" if he had meant one man; bat by thn yoa see he meant 
more than one : he bids OS *• be solgeet to the hi^wr ^awers^* that 
Is, the Coonca of Sute, the Hoose of Commons, and the Am;.* 
Ib.p.S. 

lb. Sir Roger Llfistraage observes, apoo the pretended sahsts of 
thme times, niat they 414 not set sue steft in the whole ta« of 
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« 

No sooner got the start, to lurch 
Both disciplines, of l^ur and Churchy 
And Providence enoug^h to run 
The chief commanders of 'em down, 
3ut carried on the war against 
The common enemy o' th' Saints; 
' And in a while prevailed so far. 
To win of them the game of war. 
And be at liberty once more 
To' attack themselves as th' had befwe. 

For now there was no fioe m arms 
To' unite their factions with alarms. 
But all reduced and overcome, 
Bzcept their worst, themselves at home ; 
Who 'ad compass'd all they pra/d, and swore^ 
And fought, and preach'd, and plunder'd for. 
Subdued the Nation, Church, and State^ 
And all things but their laws and hate ^ 
But when they came to treat and transact. 
And share the spml of all they 'ad ransackt, 
To botch up what they 'ad torn and rent» 
Religion and the Ctovemment; 
They met no sooner, but preparM 
To pull down all the war had spar'd ; 
Agreed in nothing, but to' abolish. 
Subvert, extirpate, and demolish : 
Tot knaves and fools being near of kin. 
As Dutch boors are to' a sooterkii^ 
Both parties join'd to do their best 
To dfloin the public interest ; 



this iniqnity, without seeking the Lord fint, and goin|^ op to in* 
qoire of the Lord, ncconlinsr to the emt of thote days. 



1 
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And herded only m consuhs. 
To put by one another's bolts; 
To' out-cant the Babylonian labourers. 
At all thdir dialects of jabberers. 
And tug at both ends of the saw. 
To tear down government and law : 
For as two cheats, that play one g^ame. 
Are both defeated of their aim ; 
So those who play a game of state. 
And only cavil in debate. 
Although there's nothing lost nor won. 
The public business is undone. 
Which still the longer *tis in doing. 
Becomes the surer way to ruin. 

This when the Royalists perceiv'd, 
(Who to their faith as firmly cleav'd. 
And own'd the right they had psdd down 
So dearly for, the Church andCrown) 
They' united constanter, and sided 
The more, the more their foes divided : 
For though out-number'd, overthrowi^ 
And by the fkte of war run down. 
Their duty never was defeated. 
Nor from their oaths and faith retreated : 
For loyalty is still the same. 
Whether it win or lose the game ; 
True as the dial to the sun. 
Although it be not shin'd upon. 
But when these Brethren in evil. 
Their adversaries, and the devil. 
Began once more to show them play. 
And hope8» at least, to have a day. 
They rallied in parades of woods^ 
And unfrequented solitudes i 



ConrenM st midniglit in outhoafles^ 
To' appmnt new-risng^ rendezvouset, 
And, with a pertinacy' unmatched. 
For new recruits of danger watch'd. 
No sooner was one blow diverted. 
But up another party started. 
And as if Nature, too, in haste 
To furnish out supplies as fast. 
Before her time had tumM destnictioQ 
To' a new and numerous production ; 
No sooner those were overcome. 
But up rose others in their room. 
That tike the Christian faith, increast 
The more, the more they were supprest ; 
Whom neither chains, nor transportation. 
Proscription, sale, or confiscation. 
Nor all the desperate events 
Of former tried experiments. 
Nor wounds^ could terrify, nor mangling. 
To leave off loyalty and dangling,* 
Nor Death (with all his bones) affright 
From venturing to maintain the right, 

* The bnive qmit of loyalty was not to be lappreMed bjr the 
moft baibarous and inhaman luage. There are aevenil remaikaUe 
inttanees npon record } tu that of the gallant Marqais of Montvoie, 
the ioyml Ut, Gerrard, and Mr. Vowel, in 1054 ; of Mr. PenruddodE, 
Grove, and others, who niffiered for their loyalty at Exeter, 1654*5 ; 
of Ca|»t. Reynoldi,(who had been of the Kmg*s party, and, when 
he was going to be turned off the ladder, eried, ' Qod bless King 
Charles ; Vive le Roy ;*) of Dalgelly, one of Montrose's party, who 
being sentenced to be beheaded, and being broagfat to the vaflbld, 
ran and kissed it ; and, without any speech or ceremony, laid down 
^ head upon the block; of the btare Sir Boberc Spotiswood ; of 
Mr. Courtney, and Mr. Portman, who were oonunitted to the 
Tower the beginning of FebroarjL 1657, for diipening among the 
soldiers what were then called icatiwt books and pamphlets. 
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From staking life and fortune down 
'Gainst all together, for the crown; 
But kept the title of their cause 
From forfeiture, Hke clsdms in laws ; 
And prov'd no prosperous usurpation 
Can ever settle on the nation ; 
Until, in spite of force and treason. 
They put their loy*alty in possession; 
And, by their constancy and faith. 
Destroyed the mighty men of Gath. 

Toss'd in a furious hurricane 
Did Oliver* give up his reign. 
And was behevM, as well by Saints 
As mortal men and miscreants. 
To founder in the Stygian ferry. 
Until he was retrieved by Sterry,t 
Who, in a &lse erroneous dream. 
Mistook the New Jerusalem 
Profanely for the* apocryphal 
False Heaven, at the end o' th' Hall ;t 
Whither it was decreed by Pate 
His precious relics to translate; 
So Romulus was seen before 
By* as orthodox a senator, 

* At Oliver*! death was a most furious tempest, such as kad not 
been known in the memory of man, or hardly ever recorded to 
have been in this iiaticm. 

t Dr. South makes mention of an Independent divine, vho^ 
when Oliver was sick, of which sieknets he died, declared, ' That 
Ood revealed to him that he should recover, and live thirty years 
longer; for that God had raised hrm up for a work which eould not 
be done in a less time.' Serm, Vol. I. p. 108. 

I After the Restoration, Oliver's body was dug up, and his haU 
set up at the farther end of Westminster Hall, near which plaee 
there is an house of entertaiament, which is coounoaly known by 
the name of Heaven. 
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From whose divine iUumination 
He stole the Pagan revelation* 

Next him his son and heir apparent 
Succeeded, though a lame vicegerent,* 
Who first laid hy the Parl'ament, 
The only crutch on which he leant^ 
And then Bunk underneath the state 
That rode him above horseman's weight. 

And now the Saints began their reign,f 
For which they 'ad yearn'd so long in vain. 
And felt such bowel-hankerings, 
To see an empire, all of kings, 
Deliver'd from the' Egyptian awe 
Of justice, government, and law,^ 

* OUvor'a eldest ion, Richaid, wm by him, before hit death, de- 
clared his aaccessor; and, by order of the Privy CounflU, proekimed 
Lord Protector, and received tht compliments of congratulation 
and condolence, at the same time,'firom the Lord Mayor and Court 
of Aldermoi; and addresses were {wesented to him from all ptrta 
of the nation, promising to stand by him with their lives and for- 
tunes. He summoned a parliament to meet at Westminster, which 
recognised him Lord Protector; yet, notwithstanding, Fleetwood, 
DesboroQgh* and their partisans, managed afikin so, that he was 
obCged to resign. 

t A sneer upon the Committee of Safety, amongst whom was 
3ir Henry Vane, who (as Lord Clarendon reports) * was a perfect 
enthusiast, and without doubt did believe himself inspired ; which 
so fiir corrapted his reason and understanding, that he did at the 
9ame time believe he was the person deputed to reign over the 
saints upon earth fur a thousand years.* 

i Dr. James Young observes, ' That two Jesuitical prognosti- 
cators, Lilly and Cuipeper, were so confident, onn* 1053, of the 
total subversion of the law and goqiel ministry, that in their scur* 
rilous prognostications they predicted the downftl of both ; and, in 
1654, they foretold that the law should be palled down to the 
ground,— the Great Charter, and all our liberties, destroyed, as not 
suiting with EngUilMnen in these Messed times ; that the crab tree ^ 

vol. IX. B b 
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And free to' erect what spiritnal cantons 
Should be reveal' d, or gospel HansrtowBS, 
To edify upon the ruins 
Of John of Leyden's* old outgoings. 
Who for a weather-cock hung up 
Upon their mother-church's top. 
Was made a type, by Providence, 
Of all their revelations since. 
And now fulfilled by his successors, 
Who equally mistook their measures: 
For when they came to shape the model. 
Not one could fit another's noddle. 
But found their light and Gifts more wide 
From fiidging, than the' unsanctified; 
While every individual Brother 
Strove hand to fist against another. 
And still the maddest, and most crack't. 
Were found the busiest to transact : 
For though most hands dispatch apace 
And make light work, (the proverb sigrs) 
Yet many different intellects 
Are found to have contrary efiects ; 
And many heads to' obstruct intrigues^ 
As slowest insects have most legs. 

Some were for setting up a king ; 
But all the rest for no such thing,f 

of the lav should be pulled op by the roots, and grow no nonv 
there being no reason now we should be goyerned by them.' 

* John Buekold, Budd, or Bokelson, an anabaptist tailor of 
I^yden, and mock-king of Munstert was hung upon the hii^est 
tower of the city, called St. Lambert^ with two of his rebel i 



t Hairy Martyn, in hi« speech, in the debate, Whether a Kmg^ tr 
.J tang, said, • That if they must have a King, they had cather have 
had the last than any gentleman in England. He found no &ult 
with his penon, but office.' 



Canto 2. auDiBRAB, S91 

Unless King Jesus:* others tampered 
For Fleetwood, Desborough, and Lambert ;f 
Some for the Rump ; and some, more crtfty» 
For Agitators, and the Safety ;t 



* AlIodiDg to the Fifih Moiitrchy«meii, who had formed a plot 
to dethrone Citoniweil, and set up King Jesu. 

t Fleetwood wai a Lieutenant general : he macried Ireton'a 
widow, Oliver Cromwell'i eldeit danghrer; wa* made Ixwd Lien* 
tenant of Irdand by Cromwell, M^or-general of diven eountiei, 
one of OUver't upper houae; hb salary sappoted to be 6000/. a 
jear.— -Desborough, a yeoman of 60 or 70/« per onaum i some say 
a ploughman. Bennet, speaking to Desborbqgh, saytt 'When 
your lordship was a piougfaman, and wore high shoon— Ha I how 
the Lord raised! some anen, and depresseth others.*— Desbaxoagh 
mairied CroroweU*s sister, cast away his spade, and took up a 
flword, and was made a colonel ; was instmmeotal in raising 
Cromwell to the ProtifCtorship ; upon which he was made one of 
hw council, a general at sea, and Major-general of divers counties 
4)f the west; and was one of Oliver^s upper>hoase His annual 
income was 3336/. 13^. 4tL 

Ib> Lambert was one of the Rump generafs, and a prindpal 
opposer di General Monk in the restoration of King <. haries IL 
The writer of the Varraiivt 9f the late ParUamem ao ealted^ 1657, 
p. 9, observes. * Tliat Major general Lambert, as one of Oliver's 
eouneil, had 1,000/. per annum g which, with his other places, in 
all amounted to 6512/. 3«. 4e/.' 

X In 1647, the Army made choice of a set number of offlcen, 
which they called the General Council rf Offictrt ; and the common 
soldiers made choice of three or four of each regiment, mostly coi> 
porals and sergeants, who were called by the name of AgHaiort, 
and were to be a Honse of Commons to the eonncil of officers: 
theie drew up a declaration, that they would not be disbanded till 
their arrears were paid, and a iUil provision made for liberty of 
conscience. 

lb. The Committee of Safety was a set of men who took upon 
them the government, upun displacing die Romp a second time : 
their number amounted to twenty-three, which, though filled up 
with men of all parties (Royafists excepted) yet wa« sq craftily 
composed, that the balance wai sufficiently laeored to those of 
the army faction. 
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Some for tlie Gospel, and massacres 

Of spiritual Affidavit-makers, 

That swore to any human regence 

Oaths of suprem'cy and allegiance ; 

Yea, though the ablest swearing Saint, 

That vouch'd the bulls o' the' Covenant : 

Others for pulfing down the* high places 

Of Synods and Provindal Classes, 

That us'd to make such hostile inroads 

Upon the Saints, like bloody Nimrods : 

Some for fulfilling Prophecies, 

And the* extirpation of the' Excise ; 

And some against the* Egyptian bondage* 

Of Holy-days, and paying Poundage : 

Some for the cutting down of Groves, 

And rectifying baker's Loaves ; 

And some for finding out expedients 

Agsdnst the slavery of obedience : 

Some were for Gospel-ministers, 

And some for redcoat seculars. 

As men most fit to' hold forth the Word, 

And wield the one and t'other sword : 

Some were for carrying on the Work 

Agsunst the Pope, and some the Turk ; 

Some for engaging to suppress 

The camisade of Surplices,f 

That gifts and dispensations hinder'd. 

And tum'd to the' outward man the inward ; 

More proper for the cloudy night 

Of Popery than Gospel-light: 

* There was an ordiiiance to aboliih fettivali thnmghoiit Engbad 
and Wales. Die Martis, 8 Junii, 1647. 

t When aoMiers in a night>expedition pnt their shirts over their 
annour, in oider to be distioeoiihed, it was called a Camiiade. 
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Others were for abolishing 

That tool of inatriinony» a Ring, 

With which ih&* unsanctified bridegroom 

Is married only to a thumb ; 

(As wise as ringing of a pigy 

That us'd to break ap ground, and dig ;) 

The bride to nothing but her will. 

That nulls the after-marriage still : 

Some were for the' utter extirpation 

Of Linsey-woolsey in the nation : 

And some against all idolising 

The Cross in shop-books, or Baptising : 

Others, to make all things recant 

The Christian or simame of Saint, 

And force all churches, streets, and towns, 

The holy title to renounce :* 

Some 'gainst a third estate of Souls, 

And bringing down the price of Coals :f 

Some for abolishing Black-pudding, 

And eating nothing with the blood in ; 

To abrogate them roots and branches,^: 

While others were for eating Haunchea 

* ChoKhes, parisheff, md eren the apottle;, were uruainted 'mUkb 
mayoralty of Alderman Pennington, and continaed so till i6€0. 
The mayor of Colclu-ster banished one of that town for a malignant 
and a cavalier, in the year 1643, whose name was Parsons, an^r gave 
dus learned reason for this exemphiry piece of justice, that it was 
aD ominous name. 

t Sir Arthur Hazlerig, when governor of Newcastle, without any 
public authority, laid a tax of 4«. a chaldran upon coals^ whieh w» 
estimated at 50,000/. a year. 

t This was the spirit of the times. There was a proposal to carry 
twenty Royalbts in front of Sic Thomas Fairfax's army, to expose 
them to the file of the enemy ; nay* it was debated at a council of 
war, to massacre and put to the sword all the King's party : the 
question put was carried in the oegatite lint by two JoUfh 

Bb 2 
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Of warriors, and, now and then^ 
The Flesh of kings and mighty men ; 
And some for breaking of their bones 
With rods of iron, by secret ones : 
For thrashing mountains, and with spells 
For hallowing carriers' packs and bells; 
Things that the legend never heard of. 
But made the wicked sore afeard oi. 

The quacks of government (who sate 
At the' unregarded helm of state. 
And understood this wild confusion 
Of fatal madness and delusion. 
Must, sooner than a prodigy. 
Portend destruction to be nigh) 
Consider'd timely how f i^thdraw. 
And save their windpipes from the law ; 
For one rencounter at the bar 
Was worse than all they *d 'sca^*d in war ; 
And therefore met in consultation. 
To cant and quack upon the nation ; 
Not for the sickly patient's sake. 
Nor what to give, but what to take ; 
To feel the purses of their fees, 
More wise than fumbling arteries ; 
Prolong the snuff of life in pain. 
And from the grave recover— gain. 

'Mong these there was a politician* 
With more heads than a beast in vision. 
And more intrigues in every one 
Than all the Whores of Babylon ; 

• This was Sir Anthony Aihley Cooper, aftennurit Eicl of 
Shaftesbary, who eompUed with every chaiDge in those times. See 
his eharaeter in Wood'k Athene, Dryilen'i Achitophel» and JLorf 
Oifind't Rosnl and Noble Anthors. 
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So politic, as if one eye 

Upon the other were a spy. 

That, to trepan the one to think 

The other bUnd, both strove to blink ; 

And in his dark pragmatic way 

As busy as a chUd at play. 

He 'ad seen three governments run down^ 

And had a hand in every one ; 

Was for 'em, and a^nst 'em all. 

But barbarous when they came to fall .- 

For, by trepanning th' old to ruin. 

He made his interest with the new one ; 

Play'd true and faithful, though against 

His conscience, and was still advanc'd : 

For by the witchcraft of rebellion 

Tran^orm'd to' a feeble State-camelion, 

By giving aim from side to side. 

He never faiPd to save his tide. 

But got the start of every state. 

And, at a change, ne'er came too late ; 

Could turn his word, and oath, and faith. 

As many ways as in a lath ; 

By turning wriggle, tike a screw, 

Inf highest trust, and out, for new : 

For when he 'ad happily incurr'd. 

Instead of hemp, to be preferr'd. 

And pass'd upon a government. 

He play'd his trick, and out he went r 

But being out, and out of hopes 

To mount his ladder (more) of ropes, 

Would strive to ndse himself upon 

The pubtic ruin, and his own ; 

So tittle did he imderstand 

The desperate feats he took in hand. 
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For when he 'ad got himself a name. 

For frauds and tricks, he sp(»l'd his game ; 

Had forcM his neck into a noose. 

To show his play at hat and loose ; 

And, when he chancM to* escape, mistook 

For art and subtlety, his luck. 

So right his judgment was cut fit. 

And made a tally to his wit. 

And both together most profound 

At deeds of darkness under ground ; 

As the' earth is easiest undermin'd. 

By yermin impotent and blind. 

By all these arts, and many more 
He 'ad practised long and much before;. 
Our state-artificer foresaw 
Which way the world began to draw : 
For as old nnners have all pmats 
O' th' compass in their bones and jmnts. 
Can by their pangs and aches find 
All turns and chimges of the wind. 
And better than by Najner's bones. 
Feel in their own the age of moons : 
So gfuilty unners, in a state. 
Can by their crimes prognosticate, 
And in their consciences feel pain 
Some days before a show'r of rain : 
He, therefore, wisely cast about 
All ways he could, to' insure his throat. 
And hither came to' observe and smoke 
What courses other liskers took. 
And to the utmost do his best 
To save himself,* and hang the rest, 

• Sir A. Ashley Cooper wu of the miller^ mind who was eon* 
cemed in the Comisk rebeUion, in the jtw UtB s hci appitheiiA- 



Vanio 2. hudibbas. 297 

To match this Ssunt there was another/ 
As busy and perverse a Brother, 
An haberdasher of small wares 
In politics and state-afTairs ; 
More Jew than Rabbi' Achitophel, 
And better gifted to rebel ; 
For when h' had taught his tribe to 'spouse 
The Cause, aloft, upon one house. 
He scorn'd to set his own in order. 
But try'd another, and went further ; 
So suddenly addicted still 
To 's only principle, his will, 
That, whatsoe'er it chanc'd to prove. 
Nor force of argnment could move. 
Nor law, nor cavalcade of Ho'bum,f 
Could render half a grain less stubborn ; 



ing that Sir William Kingston, Provost-inai^halt and a rigorous man 
upon that occasion, would order him to be hanged upon the next 
tree, befinre he went off, told his servant that he expected some genp 
tlemeu would come a fishing to the mill, and, if they inquifu for 
the miller, he ordered him to say that he was the miller. Sir Wil> 
Kam came according to expectation, ^d inquiring for the miller, 
the poor harmless servant said he was the miller. Upon which the 
Firovost ordered his servants to seize him, and hang him upon the 
next tree ; which terrified the poor fellow, and made hin cry out, 

* I am not the miller, but the miller's man-' The Provost told him, 

* That be would take him at his word : if,* says he, * thou art the 
miller, thou art a busy knave and rebel;— and if thou art the mil* 
ler^s man, thou art a false lying knave, and canst not do thy u^aster 
more service than to hang for him f and, without more ceremony, 
be was executed. 

* This character exactly suits John Lilbum, for it wax said of him, 
when living, by Judge Jenkins, * Ihat if the worid was emptied of 
all but himself, Idlbum would quarrel with Jolm, and John with 
Lilbum.' 

t Alluding to the eavalcade of city-sheriffs, Sec. when malefactors 
passed through Holbom in their way to th« place of executiou at 
Tybum. 
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For he at any time would hang^, 
For t^e' opportunity t' harangue ; 
And rather on a gibbet dangle. 
Than miss his dear delight to wrangle ; 
In which his parts were so accomplisht, 
That^ right or wrong, he ne'er was nonplint ; 
But stiU his tongue ran on, the less 
Of weight it bore, with greater ease ; 
And, with its everlasting clack. 
Set all men's ears upon the rack. 
No sooner could a hint appear. 
But up he started to picqueer,* 
And made the stoutest yield to mercy» 
When he engag'd in controversy ; 
. Not by the force of carnal reason. 
But indefatigable teasing ; 
With volleys of eternal babble, 
And clamour, more unanswerable. 
For though his topics, frail and wea^ 
Could ne'er amount above a freak. 
He still maintained 'em, like his faults, 
Agunst the desp'ratest assaults. 
And back'd their feeble want of sense 
With grater heat and confidence ; 
As bones of Hectors, when they differ. 
The more thejr're cudgell'd grow the stiffer. 
Yet when his profit moderated. 
The fury of his heat abated ; 
For nothing but his interest 
Could lay this devil of contest ; 
It was his choice, or chance, or curse* 
To' espouse the Cause for better or worse, 

* To picqneer teems to skirmUh, ai the pioquet or tArvuuA 
jSutLtd does, before a main army. 
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And with bis worldly goods and wit, 

And soul and body worshiped it : 

But wben he found the sullen trapes 

Possess'd with th' devil, worms, and claps ; 

The Trojan mare, in foal with Greeks, 

Not half so full of jadish tricks, 

Though squeamish in her outward woman, 

As loose and rampant as Dol Common, 

He still resolved to mend the matter. 

To' adhere and cleave the obstinater; 

And stiU the skittisher and looser 

Her freaks appeared, to sit the closer : 

For fools are stubborn in their way. 

As coins are harden^ by the' aUay : 

A^d obstinacy's ne'er so stiff. 

As when 'tis in a wrong belief. 

These two, with others, being met,* 

And close in consultation set; 

After a discontented pause, 

And not without sufficient cause. 

The orator we nam'd of late, 

Less troubled with the pangs of state 

Than with his own impatience 

To give himself first audience. 

After he had a while look'd wise. 

At last broke silence, and the ice« 

Quoth he, ' There's nothing ma^es me doubt 
Our last Outgoingpi brought about. 
More than to see the characters 
Of real jealousies and fears. 
Not feign'd, as once, but sadly horrid, 
Scor'd upon ev*ry Member's forehead ; 

* This cabsl wai held at 'Whitehall, at die very time that Gene* 
ral Monk was dUung with the city of London. 
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Who, 'cause the clouds tu-e drawn together, 

And threaten sudden change of weather, 

Feel pangs and aches of state-turns. 

And revolutions in their corns ; 

And, since our Workings-out are crost 

Throw up the Cause before 'tis lost. 

Was it to run away we meant. 

When, taking of the Covenant, 

The lamest cripples of the Brothers 

Took oaths to run before all others ; 

But in their o\ni sense, only swore 

To strive to run away before ; 

And now would prove, that words and oatk 

Engage us to renounce them both ? 

'Tis true the Cause is in the lurch. 

Between a right and mongrel-church : 

The Presbyter and Independent, 

That stickle which shall make an end on't. 

As 'twas made out to us the last 

£xpe<Hent, — (I mean Margaret's fast) 

When Providence had been subom'd,* 

What answer was to be retum'd : 

Else why should tumults fright us now. 

We have so many times gone through 

And understand as well to tame 

As, when they serve our turns, to' inflame ? 

Have prov'd how inconsiderable 

Are all engagements of the rabble. 

Whose frenzies must be reconcil'd 

With drums and rattles like a child, 

* Alluding to the ihamele^ impiety of those pretended saiati, 
who frequently directed the Almighty what aniwen he ihoaU 
Ktnm to their pnyers. Mr. Simeim A»h was called the Crf- 

CkalUnger. 
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But never prov'd so prosperous, • 

As when they were led on by us ; 

For all our scouring of religion 

Beg^ with tumults and sedition; 

When hurricanes of fierce commotion 

Became strong motives to devotion ; 

(As carnal seamen, in a storm. 

Turn pious converts, and reform) 

When rusty weapons, with chalk'd edges,* 

Maintain'^ our feeble privileges. 

And brown-bills, levied in the City, 

Blade bills to pass the Grand Committee : 

When Zeal, with aged clubs and gleaves,-}- 

Gave chase to rochets and white sleeves. 

And made the Church, and State, and Laws> 

Submit to' old iipn, and the Cause. 

And as we thrived by tumults then. 

So might we betteV now again. 

If we knew how, as then we did. 

To use them rightly in our need : 

Tumults, by which the mutinous 

Betray themselves instead of us; 

Tbe hollow-hearted, disaffected. 

And close malignant are detected ; 

Who lay their lives and fortunes down 

For pledges, to secure our own ; 

And freely sacrifice their ears 

To' appease our jealousies and fears : 

And yet for all these providences 

We're offer*d, if we have our senses, 

* To fight with nuty or poisoned weapons, wm againit the law 
of arms: ao when the dtizena med the former, they chalked the 
edget. 

t Gleames or glavei , are twords or falchioQf . 
V0£. IX. C C 
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We icUfr sit, Hke sta^ud blockhead^ 

Our hands committed to our pockets; 

And nothing but our tongues at large. 

To get the wretches a discharge : 

Like men condemn'd to thunderbc^ts^ 

Who, ere the blow, become mere dolts ; 

Or fools besotted with their crimef, 

That know notjiow to shift betimes. 

That neither have the hearts to stay. 

Nor wit enough to run away : 

Who, if we could resolve on either. 

Might stand or fall at least together ; 

No mean nor trivial solaces 

To partners in extreme distress. 

Who use to lessen their despair?. 

By parting them int' equal shares \ 

As if the more they were to bear. 

They felt the weight the easier ; 

And every one the gentler hung. 

The more he took his turn among. 

But 'tis not come to that, as yet. 

If we had courage left, or wit; 

Who, when our ftte can be no worse, • 

Are fitted for the bravest course ; 

Have time to rally, and prepare 

Our last and best defence, despair : 

Despair, by which l^e gaUant'st feats 

Have been achieved in greatest straits^ 

And horrid'st dangers safely wav'd, 

By being courageously oi&tbrav'd ; 

As wounds by wider wounds are heal'd. 

And poisonsby themselves expell'd ; 

And so they might be now agei^ 

If we were, what we shmild be,lnen ; 
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And not so dully desperate. 

To side agunst ourselves #ith Fate : 

As criminals, condemnM to suffer. 

Are blinded first, and then tumM over. 

This comes of breaking Covenants, 

And setting up exempts* of Saints, 

That fine, Uke aldermen, for grace. 

To be excus'd the efiicace : 

For spiritual men are too transcendent. 

That mount their banks for Independent, 

To hang, like Mahomet, in the air. 

Or St. Ignatius, at his prayer. 

By pure geometry, and hate 

Dependence upon church or state ; 

Disdain the pedantry o' the' latter: 

And since " obedience u better 

(The Scripture says) than sacrifice,'' 

Presume the less on't wiU suffice ; 

And scorn to have the moderat'st stinti 

Prescrib'd their peremptory hints. 

Or any opinion, true or false, 

Declflf'd as such, in Doctrinals ; 

But left at large to make their best on. 

Without being call'd to' account or quest'on : 

Interpret aU tiie spleen reveals. 

As Whittington explain'd the bells ; 

And bid themselves turn back again 

L.ord May'rs of New Jerusalem ; 

But look so big and overgrown, 

They scorn their edifiers to' own, 

l¥ho taught them all their aprinkling lessons, 

Their tones and sanctified expressions^ 

* The exempt isa life-guard, fiee ftom duty. •The teim ii still 
retained among the yeomanqr of the King*! gatid» 
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BestowM their Gifts upon a Saint, 

Like charity, on those tliat want ; 

And leam'd tlie' apocryphal big-ots 

To' inspire themselves with short-hand notes. 

For which they scorn and hate them worse 

Than dog^ and cats do sow-gelders ; 

For who first bred them up to pray. 

And teach the House of Commons' way ? 

Where had they all their gifted phrases. 

But from our Calamies and Cases* ? 

Without whose sprinkling aiid sowing, 

Who e'er had heard of Nye or Owen ? 

Their Dispensations had been stifled. 

But for our Adoniram ByfieJdf 

And, had they not begun the war. 

They 'ad ne'er been sainted as they are ; 

For Saints in peace degenerate, ' 

And dwindle down to reprobate ; 

Their zeal corrupts, Hke standing water. 

In the* intervals of war and slaughter; 

Abates the sharpness of its edge. 

Without the power of sacrilege^: : 

And though they 'ave tricks to cast their sins. 

As easy' as serpents do their skins, 



* Calamf and Case ii«re chief men among the Presbyterians, 
as Owen amd Nye were among the Indepoidents. 

t He was a broken apothecary, a zealous CoTcnucer, one of Che 
■eribes to the Assembly of Divines; and, no doabt, for his great 
zeal and piuns-taking in his offiee, he had the profit of prindoK 
the i)irecMry, the copy whereof was sold for400^ though, whea 
printed, the priee was but thtee>peneew . 

t It is an observation made by many writers upon the Asson* 
My of Divines, diat in their annotations upon the BUble they 
cautioiuly avoid qieaking on the subject <tf aaerilege. 
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That in a while grow out again. 
In peace they turn mere carnal men, 
And, from the most refin'd of Saints, 
As naturally gro^ miscreants 
As barnacles turn Soland geese* 
In the' islands of the Orcades. 
Their Dispensation's but a ticket 
For their conforming to the Wickect 
With whom the greatest difference 
lies more in words and show, than sense : 
For as the Pope, that keeps the gate 
-Of heaven, wears three crowns of state ; 
So he that keeps the gate of hell. 
Proud Cerberus ! wears three heads as well; 
And if the world has any troth. 
Some have been canoniz'd in both. 
But that which, does them greatest harm, 
Their spiritual gizzards are too wam^ 
Which puts the overheated sots 
In fever still, like other goats ; 
For though the Whore bends heretics 
With flames of fire, like crooked sticks. 
Our Schismatics so vastly differ, 
'The' hotter they are they grow the stiffer ; 
Still setting off their sp'ritual goods 
With fierce and pertinacious feuds : 
For Zeal's a dreadful termagant. 

That teaches Saints to tear and rant. 
And Independents to profess 
The doctrine of Dependences; 

* According to vulgar tracGtioii, ihem are traes in theOreadec 
of Scotland, ivUeh bear bamaeles tfiat become Soiand geew. 

c c 3 
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Turns meek, and secret^ sneaking ones. 
To Rawheads fierce, and Bloodybones ; 
And not content with endless quarrels 
Ag^nst the Wicked^ and their morals. 
The Gibellines, for want of Guelfe,* 
Divert their rage upon themselves. 
For, now the war is not between 
The Brethren and the Men of Sin, 
But Saint and Saint to spill the blood 
Of one another's Brotherhood ; 
Where neither side can lay pretence 
To liberty of conscience. 
Or zealous suffering for the Cause, 
To gain one groat's-worth of applause ; 
For, though endur'd with resolution, 
'Twill ne'er amount to persecution. 
Shall precious Saints, and Secret ones, 
Break one another's outward bones. 
And eat the flesh of Brethren, 
Instead of kings and mighty men ? 
When fiends agree among themselves. 
Shall they be found the greater elves? 
When Bell's at union with the Dragon, 
And Baal-Peor friends with Dagon ; 
When savage bears agree with bears^ 
Shall Secret ones lug Saints by the' ean. 
And not atone their &tal wrath. 
When common danger threatens both ? 
Shall mastiffs, by the collars pull'd, 
Bngag'd with bulls, let go their hold» 

* Theie ware two oppnrite <^*tf onff in It a'y th*^ l^pi ^ t g niltT 

CMh other ia the thirteenth century; one on thed^D of the Bn- 
penir, the other of the Pope. 
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And Saints, whose necks are pawn'd at stake, 

No notice of the danger take ? 

But though no power of heav'n or hell 

Can pacify fanatic zeal ; 

Who woidd not guess there might be hop«s 

The fear of gallowses and ropes. 

Before their eye^ might reconcile 

Their animosities a while } 

At least until they *d a clear stage. 

And equal freedom to engage. 

Without the danger of surprise 

By both our common enemies P 

* This none but we alone could doubt. 
Who understand their Workings-out, 
And know 'em, both in soul and conscience, 
Giv'n up to' as reprobate a nonsense 
As sp'ritual outlaws, whom the poVr 
Of miracle can ne'er restore. 
We whom at first they set up under. 
In revelation only* of plunder. 
Who nnce have had so many trials 
Of their incroaching self-denials. 
That ryk'd upon us with design 
To out-reform, and undermine ; 
Took all our interests and commands. 
Perfidiously, out of our hands ; 
Involv'd us in the guilt of blood. 
Without the motive-gains allow'd. 
And made us serve as ministerial, 
like younger sons of Father Belial : 
And yet for all the' inhuman wrong, ^ 
They 'ad done us, and the Cause so long". 
We never fail'd to carry on 
The Work still, as we had begun ; 
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But true and faithfully obey'd. 

And neither preachM them hurt» nor prayed ; 

Nor troubled them to crop our ears. 

Nor hang us Uke the CavaUers ; 

Nor put them to the charge of jail% 

To find us pillories and cart8'4ail8y 

Or hangman's wag^s, which the state 

Was forc'd (before them) to be at; 

That cut, like tallies, to tiiie stumps 

Our ears, for keeping true accompt% 

And burnt our vessels, like a new 

Seal'd peck, or bushel, for being true; 

But hand in hand, like faithful Brothers, 

Held for the Cause, against all others. 

Disdaining equally to yield 

One syllable of what we held. 

And though we diiTer'd now and then 

'Bout outward things, and outward men } 

Our inward men, and constant frame 

Of spirit, still were near the same : 

And till they first began to cant,* 

And sprinkle down the Covenant^ 

We ne'er had call in any place, • 

Nor dream'd of teaching down Free Grace ; 

But join'd our Gifts perpetually 

Against the common enemy. 

Although 'twas ours, and their opinion. 

Each other's church was but a Rimmon: 

And yet for all this Gospel-union, 

And outward show of Church-communion, 

They'd ne'er admit us to our shares^ 

Of ruling church or state afiurs, 

• From Andrew Cant and Us wn Alcnnder, seditious picatiuK 
and pmying in Seotlaadwu called Conftfiff. ' 
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Nop give us leave to' absolve, or sentence 

To* OUT own conditions of repentance. 

But shar'd our dividend o* the Crown 

We had so painfully preach'd down. 

And forc'd us, though against the grain. 

To' have calls to teach it up again : 

For 'twas but justice to restore 

The wrongs we had receiv'd before ; 

And, when 'twas held forth in our way. 

We 'ad been ungrateful not to pay ; 

Who, for the right we 'ave done the nation^ 

Have eam'd our temporal salvation^ 

And put our vessels ;n a way. 

Once more, to come again in play. 

For if the turning of us out 

Has brought this providence about^ 

And that our only suffering 

Is able to bring in the King, 

What would our actions not have done. 

Had we beien suffer'd to go on ? 

And therefore may pretend to* a share. 

At least, in carrying on the' affair : 

But whether that be so or not. 

We *ave done enough to have it thought ; 

And that's as good as if we 'ad don't,u 

And easier pass'd upon account: 

For if it be but half denied, 

'Tis half as good as justified. 

The world is naturally averse 

To all the truth it sees or hears. 

But swallows nonsense, and a lie. 

With greediness and gluttony ; 

And though it have the pique, and long, 

'Tis still for something in the wrong ; 
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As women long, when they 're v/iih child, 

Por things extravag^t and wild; 

For meats ridiculous and fulsome. 

But seldom any thing that's wholesome ; 

And, like the world, men's jobbemoles 

Turn round upon their ears, the poles ; 

And what they 're confidently told. 

By no sense else can be controlled. 

And this, perhaps, may prove the means 

Once more to hedge in Providence. 

For as relapses make diseases 

More desperate than their first accesses, 

If we but get again in power. 

Our work is easier than before ; 

And we more ready and expert 

r th* mystery, to do our part : 

We, who did rather undertake 

The first war to create than make ; 

And, when of nothing 'twas begun, 

Rais'd funds, as strange, to ca^ 't on ; 

Trepan'd the state, and facM it down. 

With plots and projects of our own ; 

And if we did such feats at first. 

What can we, now we *re better verst? 

Who have a freer latitude. 

Than sinners ^ve themselves, allow*d ; 

And therefore likeliest to bring in. 

On fairest terms, our Discipline ; 

To which it was reveal'd long idnce 

We were ordain'd by Providence, 

When three Saints' ears, our predecessors,* 

The Cause's primitive confessors, 

• Burton* Prynne, and Baitwick, three notorious riogkaden of 
faction, at the beginning of the Rebellion. 
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W'ln^ crucified, the nation stood 

In just so many years of blood. 

That, multiplyM by six, express'd 

The perfect number of the beast, * 

And provM that we must be the men 

To brin^ this work about again ; 

And those who laid the first foundation. 

Complete the thorough Reformation : 

For who have gifts to carry on 

So g^at a work, but we alone ? 

What Churches have such able pastors. 

And precious^ powerful, preaching Masters ? 

PossessM with absolute dominions 

O'er brethren's purses and opinions ? 

And trusted with the double keys 

Of heaven,' and their warehouses ; 

Who, when the Cause is in distress. 

Can furnish out what sums they please. 

That brooding lie in banker's hands, 

To be dispos'd at their commands ; 

And daily' increase and multiply. 

With Doctrine, Use, and Usury : 

Can fetch in parties (as, in war. 

All other heads of cattle are) 

From the' enemy of all religions. 

As well as high and low conditions, 

And share them, from blue ribbons, down 

To all blue aprons in the Town : 

From ladies hurried in calleches. 

With coronets at their footmen's breeches, 

To bawds as fat as Mother Nab, 

All gfuts and beUy, like a crab. 

Our party's great» and better tied ^ 

With oaths and trade, than any side ; 
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Has one considerable improvement 
To double fortify the Cov'nant; 
I mean our Cov'nant to purchase 
Delinquents' titles, and the Church'^ 
That pass in sale, from hand to hand. 
Among* ourselves, for current land. 
And rise or fall, like Indian actions. 
According to the rate of factions : 
Our best reserve fbr Reformation, 
When new Outgoings givQ occasion ; 
That keeps the loins of Brethren g^rt. 
The Covenant (their creed) to' assert ; 
And when they *ve pack'd a Parliament, 
Will once more try the' expedient : 
Who can already muster friends 
To serve for members to our ends. 
That represent no part o' th' nation, 
But Fisher's-folly congregation ;* 
Are only tools to our intrigues. 
And sit like geese to hatch our eggs ; 
Who, by their precedents of wit. 
To' outfast, outloiter, and outsit. 
And order matters underhand. 
To put all business to a stand.; 
Lay public bills aside, for private. 
And make 'em one another drive out ; 
Divert the great and necessary. 
With trifles to contest and vary; 
And make the nation represent. 
And serve for us in Parliament; 

* L*Ettxtinge obterves, that a meeting hoaae was bnik bjrone 
Fithe^ilft ahoemtker, whieh at the Restomtlon was palled do«B 
by some of the loyalist*; and then lyinr nieleii^ it was aiki 

Fither'tFMy, y 
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Cut out more work than can be done 
In Plato's year,* but finish noiie. 
Unless it be the bulls of Lenthal,f 
That always pass'd for fundamental ; 
Can set up grandee against grandee. 
To squander time away and bandy ; 
Make Lords and Commoners lay sieges 
To one another's privileges ; 
And, rather than compound the quarrel. 
Engage, to the' inevitable peril 
Of both their ruins, the' only scope 
And consolation of our hope ; 
Who, though we do not play the game. 
Assist as much by giving um ; 
Can introduce our ancient arts, 
For heads of factions, t' act their parts ; 
Know what a leading voice is worth, 
A seconding, a third, or fourth ; 
How much a casting voice comes to. 
That turns up trump of ^^e or .Vo / 
And, by adjusting all at th' end. 
Share every one his dividend. 
An art that so much study cost. 
And now's in danger to be lo9t> 

• * PUto^ year amounted to four tbooMiMl of oar yean, and 
fimned the grand rev<rfotkm of the entire machine of Che wwdd. 

t Leathal vas Speaker to that Home of Commons whidi begun 
the Rdbellion, murdered the iQog» (becoming dien bat the Rimip^ 
«»r fiigi«nd of a Hooie) and was tamed out by OOrer Cromwell; 
restored after Richajrd was ousted, and at kst dissotred themaelTes 
at Geneial Mmik*s command : and as his name was set to the ordi- 
nanees of tins Boase, these oidhiances are hens edled the BtiUr ^ 
LentM, in alHision to the Pope's baDs, which aie homoroasly do* 
•enbed Iv the aothor of ii Tab fTa Xiid< 

yoL. IX. B d 
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Unless our ancient virtuosis, 

That found it out, get in to the' Houses. 

' These are the courses that we took 
To carry things by hook or Crook,* 
And practis'd down from forty-four. 
Until they tum*d us out of door. 
Bemdes, the herds of Botefeus 
We set on work without the House, 
When every knight and citizen 
Kept legislative journeymen. 
To bring them in intelligence. 
From all points, of the rabble's sense^ 
And fill the lobbies of both Houses 
With poUlic important buzzes; 
Set up committees of cabals. 
To pack designs without the walls ; 
Examine, and draw up all news. 
And fit it to our present use ; 
Agree upon the plot o' the farce. 
And every one his part rehearse : 
Make Q's of answers, to waylay 
What t' other party's like to say; 
What repartees, and smart reflections, 
Shall be retum'd to all objections; 
And who shall break the master-jest. 
And what, and how, upon the rat : 
Help pamphlets out, with safe editions 

Of proper slanders and seditions^ 

• 

* Judge Crook and Hattea were tbe two Judgei whodineated 
flrom their ten favethren in the case of ahip>moDey, when k wm w> 
gued in the Excheqaer; whieh oocaaoBed the wags to My, ilAt 
the King carried it by Hqokt but not r>y Crwk, 
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And treason Ibr a token send. 
By letter, to a country friend ; 

Disperse lampoons, the only wit 

That men, like burglary, commit ; 

Wit falser than a padder's face, 

Hiat all its owner does betrays ; 

Who therefore dares not trust it, whtn 

He's in his calling to be seen : 

Disperse the dung on barren earth. 

To bring new weeds of discord forth ; 

Be sure to keep up congregations. 

In spite of laws and proclamations : 

For charlatans can do no good 

Until they're mounted in a crowd ; 

And when they're punish'd, all the hurt 

Is but to fare ^e better for't ; 

As long as confessors are sure 

Of double pay for all th' endure. 

And what they earn in persecution, 

Are paid to' a g^at in contribution : 

Whence some tub-holders-forth have made 

In powdering-tubs their richest trade ; 

And, while they keep their shops in prison^ 

Have found their prices strangely risen. 

Disdain to own the least regret 

For all the Christian blood we 'ave let ; 

'Twill save our credit, and maintain 

Our title to do so again : 

That needs not cost one dram of sense. 

But pertinacious impudence. 

Our constancy to' our principles 

In time will wear out all things else ; 

Like marble statues, rub'd in pieces 

With gallantry of pilgrims' kisses ; 
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iVhile those who turn and wind their oaths. 
Have swell'd and sunk, like pther froths ; 
Prevail'd a while, but *twas not long^* 
Before from world to world they swung ; 
As they had tum'd from side to side. 
And as the changelings livM they died.' 
This said, th' impatient Statesmonger 
Could now contain himself no longer. 
Who had not spar'd to show his piques 
Agunst the' haranguer's politics. 
With smart remarks of leering faces. 
And annotations of grimaces, 
Afler he'd administer'd a dose 
Of snuff mundungus to his nose. 
And powder'd the' inside of his skuU, 
Instead of the' outward jobbemol, 
He shook it with a scomiful look 
On the' adversary, and thus he spoke ; 
' In dressing a calf's head, although 
The tongue and brains together go. 
Both keep so great a distance here, 
'Tis strange if ever they come near ; 
For who did ever play his gambols 
With such insufferable rambles, 
To make the bring^g in the King, 
And keeping of him out, one thing ? 
Which none could do, but those that swore 
To' as point blank nonsense heretofore ; 
That to defend was to invade. 
And to assassinate to aid : 

• Dr. South rettAriu upon the Regkidei, * Tluit so rare did they 
make of hesTen, and so fallf reckoned thenuel vet in Che high iQiri 
thither, that they never «o much as thoufht that their SainttUps 
siumld take Tyhom in the wmjp 
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Unless, because you drovG him out, 
(And that was never made a doubt) 
No pow'r is able to restore 
And bring him in, but on your score : 
A spiritual doctrine, that conduces 
Most properly to all your uses. 
'Tis true, a scorpion's oil is said 
To cure the wounds the vermin made ; 
And weapons dress'd with salves, restore 
And heal the hurts they gave before : 
But whether Presbyterians have 
So much good-nature as the salve. 
Or virtue in them as the vermin. 
Those who have tried them can determine. 
Indeed 'tis pity you should miss 
The' arrears of all your services. 
And, for the' eternal obligation 
You laid upon the' ungrateful nation. 
Be us'd so' unconscionably hard. 
As not to find a just reward 
For letting rapine loose, and murder, 
To rage just so far, but no further. 
And setting atf the land on fire. 
To bum to' a scantUng, but no higher ; 
For venturing to assassinate 
And cut the throats of Church and State^ 
And not be' allow'd the fittest men 
To take the Charge of both again: 
Especially that have the graoe 
Of self-denying ^ted face ; . 
Who, when your projects have miscarriecl. 
Can lay them, with undaunted forehead. 
On those you painfully trepan'd. 
And sprinkled in at second hand ; 

])d2 
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As we have been, to share the guilt 
Of Christian blood, devoutly spilt; 
« For so our ignorance was flam'd. 
To damn ourselves, to' avoid being damn'd ; 
Till finding your old foe, the hangman. 
Was like to lurch you at Back-gammon, 
And win your necks upon the set, 
As well as ours, who did but bet, 
(For he had drawn^our ears before,* 
And nick'd them on the self-same score) 
We threw the box and dice away. 
Before y' had lost. us at foul play. 
And brought you down to rook and lie^ 
And fancy only on the bye ; 
Redeem'd your forfeit jobbemoles 
From perching upon lofty poles, 
And rescued all your outward traitors 
From hanging up, like alligators; 
For which ingeniously ye 'ave shewed 
Your Presbyterian gratitude ; 
Would freely have paid us home in kind. 
And not have been one rope behind. 
Those were your motives to divide % 
And scruple on the other side, ■!!> 

To turn your zealous frauds, and force. 
To fits of conscience and remorse; 
To be convinc'd they were in vjun. 
And &ce about for new again : 
For truth no more unveilM yo\)r eyes 
Than maggots are convinc'd to flies : 



•Allnaing to the one of BIf . Prynne^ who hid hia ean cro|9ed 
twice fiic bit ledhkNu writings. Henee MiltOD, in one of hia mit- 
ccUaneooi poenu, mf9— 

* Crop ye aickMeM BNugiMi Fkyiint'a can.* 
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And therefore all your Lights and C«Uft 

Are but apocryphal and false. 

To charge us with the consequences 

Of all your native insolences, 

That to your own imperious wills 

L^id Law and Gospel neck and heels; 

Corrupted the Old Testament,* 

To serve the New for precedent; 

To' amend its errors and defects 

With murder and rebellion-te^Cts; 

Of which there is not any one 

In all the book to sow upon ; ' 

And therefore (from your tribe) the Jews 

Held Christian doctrine forth, and use ; 

As Mahomet (your chief) beg^ 

To mix them in the Alcoran ; 

Denounced and pray'd, with fierce devotion. 

And bended elbows on the cushion ; 

Stole from the beggars all your tones. 

And gifted mortifying groans ; 

Had lights where better eyes were blind. 

As pigs are said to see the wind; 

Filled Bedlam witly)redestination. 

And Knightsbridge with illuminati6n; 

Made children, with your tones, to run for't. 

As bad as Bloodybones or Lunsford.f 

• Thk wag done bgr a fimadod printer, in the tereBth eem* 
mandment; who printed it. Tk§u OuJitcmttmU adultery^ and vat 
iBned fiir it in the Star-chamber, or gg^comminion Court. 

t It was cue of the arti&ces of the melecontenta in the Civil 
WW, to raiae fidse alarmi, and to fill the people fall of fnghcfiil 
apprdbentions. In partieolar, they raiaed a teiribie outcry of die 
imaginary danger they coneeived fimm the Lord Dighy and Cohi- 
nd Lmufind. Linbam gloriet, upon hit triid, for bdng an iaeeii- 
diaijr on loch occMiow^ and mflMMni ili& tamalt he sailed avuDit 
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While women, great with child, nuscamed. 

For being to Malignants married: 

Transform'd all wives to Dalilahs, 

Whose husbands were not for the CauBC ; 

And tum'd tl^e men to ten-horn'd cattle. 

Because they came not out to battle; 

Made tidlors' prentices turn heroes. 

For fear of being transformed to Meroz ;* 

And rather forfeit their indentures 

Than not espouse the Saints' adventures; 

Could transubstantiate, metamorphose. 

And charm whole herds of beasts, like Orpheus > 

Enchant the King's and Church's lands, 

To' obey and follow your commands. 

And settle on a ijew f5peehold. 

As Marcy-hill had done of oldrf 

Could turn the Covenant, and translate 

The Gospel into spoons and plate; 

Expound upon all merchants' cashes. 

And open the' intricatest places; 

Could catechise a money-box. 

And prove all pouches orthodox; 

the innocent Cokmel as a meritorious aetioD : •! wa» onee ar- 
laigned; myt he. • before the House of Peers, for stkldng clow t» 
the Uberties and privileges of this nation, and those that stood ftr 
them, being one of those two or three men that first drew chek 
swords in Westminster Hall against Colonel Lunsford, and some 
•cores of his assoeiatea : at diat ume it was supposed ihejr iotcni* 
ed to eat the throats of the chiefest men then sitting in the House 
of Peers.* To render hfan ihe more odious and detestable^ they 
reported that he was of so brutal an appetite» that he would eat 
children! yet Colonel Lunsford was a person of extnKudinarj 
sobriety, industry, and courage, and was idUed at the taking tf 
Bristol by the King, in IMS. 

* See the Book of judges, ehap. ▼. 

t See Camden^ BriCHuiia and $tow*li Chivnicfe. 
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Until the Cause became a Damon, 
And Pythias the wicked Mammon. 
* And yet, in spite of all your charms 
^ To conjure Legion up in arms, 
And raise more devils in the rout, 
Than e'er y* were able to cast out, 
Y' have been reduced, and by those fools. 
Bred up (you say) in your own schools. 
Who, though but gifted at your feet. 
Have made it plain they have more wit. 
By whom you *ave been so oft trepann'd^ 
And held forth ont of all command ; 
Out-gifted, out-impuls'd, outdone. 
And out-reveal'd at Carryings-on ; 
Of all your Dispensations worm'd, 
Out-providenc*d and out-reform'd ; 
Ejected out of Church and State, 
And all things but the people's hate ; 
And spirited out of the' enjo3rments 
Of precious, edifying employments. 
By those who iodg'd their gifts and grace$, 
like better bowlers, in your places : 
All which you bore with resolution, 
Charg'd on the' account of persecution ; 
A^d though most righteously oppress'd. 
Against your wills, still acquieac'd ; 
And never hum'd and hah'd Sedition, 
Nor SnuiBed Treason, nor Mispri4on ^ 
That is, because you neyer durst; 
For, had you preach'd and pray*d your worst, 
Alas ! you were no longer able 
To raise your poss6 of the rabble : 
One single redcoat sentinel 
Otttcharm'd the magic of the sptell. 



322 HU9IBBAS. Part 3. 

And» with his squirt-fire, could disperse 
Whole troops, with chapter rais'd and verse. 
We knew too well those tricks of yours, 
To leave it ever in your powers; 
Or trust our safeties, or undoings, 
To your disposing of Outgoings ; 
Or to your ordering Providence, 
One farthing's worth of consequence. 

* For had you power to undermine. 
Or wit to carry a deaigUy 

Or correspondence to trepan, 
Inveigle, or betray one man; 
There's nothing else that intervenes 
And bars your zeal to use the means; 
And therefore wondrous like, no doubt. 
To bring in kings, or keep them out: 
Brave undertakers to restore, 
That could not keep yourselves in pow'r ; 
To' advance the* interests of the Crown, 
That wanted wit to keep your own! 

* 'Tis true you have (for Pd be loth 
To wrong ye) done your parts in botb^ 
To keep him out and bring him in. 

As grace is introduc'd by Sin ; 

For 'twas your zealous want of sense % 

And sanctified impertinence ; 

Your carrjring business in a huddle. 

That forc'd our rulers to new-model; 

Oblig'd the State to talk about. 

And turn you, root and branch, all out ; 

To reformado, one and all. 

To' your great Croysado-General : 

Your greedy slavering to devour. 

Before 'twas in your clutches' pow'r; 
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That sprung the game you were to flet» 
Before he 'ad time to ^w the net ; 
Your spite to see the Church's lands 
Divided into other hands. 
And all your sacrilegious ventures 
Load out in tickets and debentures : 
Your envy to be sprinkled down. 
By under-churches in the Town; 
And no course us'd to stop their moutfai^ 
Nor the' Independents spreading growths. 
All which considered, tis most true 
None bring him in so much as you. 
Who have prevail'd beyond their plota^ 
Their midnight juntos, and seal'd knots;* 
That thrive more by your zealous piques. 
Than all their own rash politics. 
And this way you may claim a share 
In carrying (as you brag) the' affair; 
Else frogs and toads that croak'd the Jews 
From Pharaoh and his brick-kilns loose. 
And flies and mange, that set them free 
From taskmasters and slavery. 
Were likelier to do the feat. 
In any indifferent man's conceit : 
For who e'er heard of Restqration, 
Until your thorough Reformation ? 
That is, the King's and Church's lands 
Were sequester'd int' other hands : 
For only then, and not before. 
Your eyes were^pen'd to restore ; 
And when the work was carrying on, 
Who cross'd it but yourselves alone : 

* Sealed knott were weitt elabt. 
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As by a world of hints appears. 
All plain, and extant, as your ears. 

•But first, o' th' first : The Isle of Wight 
Will rise up, if you should deny't. 
Where Henderson,* and the' other Masses, 
Were sent to cap texts, and put cases : 
To pass for deep and learned scholars, 
Although put paltry Ob and Sollers :j- 
As if the' unseasonable fools 
Had been a coursing in the schools. 
Until they 'ad prov'd the devil author 
(y th' Covenai^ and the Cause his daughter: 
For when they charged him with the guilt 
Of all the blood that had been spilt. 



* When the Kini:, in the year] 646, WM in the Scotch army, ths 
Esgliih Parliament sent him aome propositioni, one of whieh wis 
the abiriition of Epiieopaey, and the setting up Pretbytery m iti 
•lead. Mr. Hendenon, one oTthe chief oTthe Seeteh Freihytcriin 
mhiditen, wai empleyed to indoce the King to agree to thitpnpo* 
ntiMi, it bdog what his Majesty ehi^y stack at. Acoordingiy he 
came provided with books and papers for his purpose: thccon- 
troreny was debated in writing, as well as by penimal eonftMBM^ 
and several papers passed between them, which have been sevenri 
times published; from which it appears that the Kng, withcnt 
books or papers, or any one to aisbt him, was an overmatch ftr 
this old champion of the Kirk. 

t Ob and Sollers are deseed as a character of Mr. HendcffMB 
and his feUow disputants, who are called Maue*, (as Mas is aa 
abridgement of Master) that Is, young masters in divinity ; and iJUl 
ehamcter signiflet something quite contrary to deep and leaiueA 
scholars; particuhuly such as had studied contvoverries, uikef 
are handled by little books or systems, (of the Dutch and Qmaa 
cut) where the authon represent their adversaries* arguments by 
amaH e^thtu, and sutBoin their own pitiful tdutiuu, bik 
margin of these books may be seen ObuaASoL Such moshvoon 
divines are mgenioualy and compendiously called Ob and StSer* 



They did not mean he wrought the' effusion 
In person, like Sir Pride, or Hughson ;* 
But only those who first hegun 
The quarrel, were hy him set on ; 
And who could those be but the Saints, 
Those Reformatton-termagants ? 
But ere this pass'd, the wise debate 
Spent so much time, it grew too late ; 
T^r Oliver had gotten ground. 
To' inclose him with his warriors roimd ; 
Had brought his Providence about. 
And tum'd the' untimely sophists out. 
* Nor had the Uxbridge business less 
Of nonsense in't, or sottishness : 
When from a scoundrel holder-forth,f 
The scum, as well as son o' th' earth, 



* Pride wai a foondling. He went into the army, was made a 
edonel, and was prineipaOy eoneemed in secluding the members, 
in order to the King's trial ; whieh great change was called Colond 
Prideh Purge, He was osie of Oliver Cromwell's upper house. He 
is called Thomas Lord Pride,in the comnunion for erecting a Hlg^ 
Coort of Jnstiee for the trial of Sir Henry Slingsby, Dr. Hewit, fi(e. 
Bnder calls Inm iSb* Fride, by way of sneer upon the manner of hit 
liebig knighted, for Oliver Cromwell knighted him with a ftggov 
fCiek iniitead of a sword. 

lb. Haghson was a cobhlor, weni into^the army, and was made a 
colonel ; fcnit^ted by CWver Cromwell, and, to help to cobble the 
cmsy state of die nation, was made one of Oliver's upper house. 

't This was Mr. Christopher Love, a furious Presbyterian, who, 
wken the King's commiisioners met those of the Parfiament at 
TAdaridge, in the year 1644, to treat of peace, preached a sermon 
Useie, on the 3oth of January, against the treaty ; and said, taatmg 
odier things, that *no good was to be expected fiom it, for that 
they (meaidng the King's commissioners) came ftom Qitbrd with 
hearts Adl of blood.' 

. vol. IX. Be 
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Your mighty senators took law. 
At his command were forc'd t' withdraw^ 
And sacrifice the peace o' th' nation 
To Doctrine, Use, and Application. 
So when the Scots, yovir constant cromes, 
The' espousers of your cause and monies,* 
Who had so often, in your aid. 
So many ways been soundly paid,' 
Came in at last for better ends. 
To prove themselves your trusty friends ; 
You basely left them, and the Church 
They train'd you up to, in the lurch. 
And suffered your own tribe of Christians 
To fall before, as true Phihstines. 
This shows what utensils y' have been» 
To bring the King^s concernments in : 
Which is so far from being true. 
That none but he can bring in you ; 
^And if he take you into trust. 
Will find you most exactly just. 
Such as will punctually repay 
With double interest, and betray. 

* Not that I think those pantomimes^ 
Who vary action with the times,. 
Are less ingenious in their art. 
Than those who dully act one part; 
Or those who turn from side to ade. 
More guilly than the wind and tide. 
All countries are a wise man's home. 
And so are governments to some» 

• The expense the English rebeb engag<ed the m&Xk in, by 
^Dging in their brother rebeb from Sootknd, Amounted to tm 
TSSt-mt^slTSL^ wceipu iiyduttg,iii money andfiree-qmner. 
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Who changpe them for the same intrigfUM 
That statesmen use in breaking leagues; 
While others in old faiths and troths 
Look odd, as out-of-fashion'd clothes. 
And nastier in an old opinion. 
Than those who never shift their linen. 

* For True and Fiuthful's sure to lose. 
Which way soever the g^me goes; 
And, whether parties lose or win. 
Is always nick'd, or else hedged in : 
While pow^r usurp'd, like stoPn delight^ 
Is more bewitching than the right. 
And, when the times beg^n to sJter, ^ 
None rise so high as from the halter. 

' And so we may, if we 'ave but sense 
To use the necessary means. 
And not your usual stratagems 
On one another, lights, and dreams : 
To stand on terms as pontive. 
As if we did not take, but give ; 
Set up the Covenant on crutches, 
'Gainst those who have us in their clutches^ 
And dream of pulling churches down. 
Before we're sure to prop our own ; 
Your constant method of proceeding. 
Without the canud means of heeding. 
Who, 'twixt your inward sense and outward. 
Are worse, than if y' had none, accoutred. 

'I grant all curses are in vain. 
Unless we can get in again; 
(The only way that's left us now) 
But all the difficulty's how. 
'Tis true we 'aye money, th' only pow'r 
That all mankind falls down before ; 
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Money, that, like the swords of IdngSy 

Is the last reason of all things ; 

And therefore need not doubt our play. 

Has all advantages that way. 

As long as men have faith to sell. 

And meet with those that can pay well ; 

Whose half-starv'd pride, and avarice. 

One church and state wiU not suffice. 

To' expose to sdle, beside the wages. 

Of storing plagues to after-ages. 

Nor is our money less our own 

Than 'twas before we laid it down ; 

For 'twill return, and turn to' account. 

If we are brought in play upont ; 

Or but, by casting knaves, get in. 

What pow'r can hinder us to win ? 

We know the arts we ua'd before. 

In peace and war, and something more. 

And by the' unfortunate events 

Can mend our next experiments; 

For when we're taken into trust. 

How easy are the wisest choust^ 

Who see but the' outsides of our feat5. 

And not their secret springs and weights^ 

And, while they're busy at their ease. 

Can carry what deagns we please ? 

How easy is 't to serve for agents 

To prosecute our old eng^ements ? 

To keep the good old Cause on foot. 

And present power from taking root ; 

Inflame them both with false alarms 

Of plots and parties taking arms ; 

To keep the nation's wounds too wide 

From healing up of side to side $ 
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Profess the passionat'st concerns, 
For both their interests by turns, 
The only way to* improve our own, 
By dealing faithfuUy with none ; 
(As bowls run true, by being made 
On purpose false, and to be swayM) 
For if we should be true to either,' 
'Twould turn us out of both together; 
And therefore have no other means 
To stand upon our own defence. 
But keeping up our ancient party 
In vigour, confident and hearty : 
To reconcile our late Dissenters, 
Our Brethren, though by other venters ; 
Unite them, and their different maggots. 
As long and short sdcks are in faggots. 
And make them join again as close. 
As when they first began to' espouse; 
£rect them into separate 
New Jewish tribes in Church and State ; 
To join in marriage and commerce. 
And only' among themselves converse^ 
And all that are not of their mind. 
Make enemies to all mankind : 
Take all religions in, and stickle 
From Conclave down to Conventicle ; 
Agreeing still, or disagreeing. 
According to the Light in being. 
Sometimes for Hberty of conscience. 
And spiritual misrule in one sense ; 
But in another quite contrary. 
As Dispensations chance to vary; 
And stand for, as the times will bear it. 
All contradictions of the Spirit : 

se2 
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Protect their enussaries, impower'd 

To preach SecUtion and the Word; 

Andy when they're hamper'd by the laws, 

Beleaae the labourers for the Cause* 

And turn the persecution back 

On those that made the first attack; 

To keep them equally in awe 

From breaking, or maintaining kw : 

And when they haye their fits too soon. 

Before the fiiU tides of the moon. 

Put off their zeal to' a fitter season. 

For sowing faction in and treason ; 

And keep them hooded, and their Churches, 

Like hawks, from baiting on their perches ; 

That when the blessed time shall come 

Of quitting Babylon and Rome, 

They may be ready to restore 

Their own Fifth monarchy once more. 

* Meanwhile be better arm'd to fence 
Against revolts of Providence, 
By watching narrowly, and snapping 
All blind sides of it, as they happen : 
For if success could make us Saints, 
Our ruin tum'd us miscreants;* 
A scandal that would fall too hard 
Upon a few, and unprepar'd. 

These are the courses we must run. 
Spite of our hearts, or be undone. 



* The Rutbor of the 'Fourth Furt of tibe ffirtory of bde^ 
pcadeney,' eompuei the govenHm of thete tiraei with the Tnfc^ 
-who Moribe the goodnew of their caiue to the keennea of thdr 
flwoid, denying thst any thing nwy propeity be called n^, if h 
can but wfai the epithet of pr^tperum. 
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And not to stand on terms and freaks. 
Before we have secur'd our necks. 
But do our work as out of aigfat, 
As stars by day, and suns by night ; 
All license of the people own. 
In opposition to the Crown ; 
And for the Crown as fiercely nde 
The head and body to divide : 
The end of all we first dengn'd. 
And all that yet remains behind ; 
Be sure to spare no public rapine. 
On all emergencies that happen ; 
For 'tis as easy to supplant 
Authority, as men in want ; 
As some of us, in trusts, have made 
The one hand with the other trade ; 
Osun'd vastly by their joint endeavour. 
The right a thief, the left receiver ; 
And what the one, by tricks, forestalled. 
The other, by as sly,^ retail'd. 
For gain has wonderful effects. 
To* improve the factory of sects : 
The rule of faith in all professions. 
And great Diana of the' Ephesians ; 
Whence turning of retigion's made 
The means to turn and wind a trade ; 
And though some change it for the worse, 
They put themselves into a course. 
And draw in stores of customers. 
To thrive the better in commerce : 
For all religions flock together. 
Like tame and wild fowl of a feather ; 
To nab the itches of their sects, 
As jades do one another's necks. 
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Hence 'tis hypociisy as well 

IVill serve to' impioTe a Churchy as z«d; 

As persecution or promotion 

Do equally advance devotian. 

* Let business, like ill wstches, go 
Sometime too fast, scmietime too alow ; 
For things in order are put out 

So easy, ease itself will do*t: 

But when the feafs desig^'d and mean^ 

What miracle can bar the' event? 

For 'tis more easy to betray. 

Than ruin any other way. 

* All possible occasions start, 
The weightiest matters to divert; 
Obstruct, perplex, distract, intangle. 
And lay perpetual trains to wrangle ; 
But in affairs of less import. 

That neither do us good nor hurt, 
Afid they receive as little by. 
Out-fawn as much, and out-comply; 
And seem as scrupulously just. 
To bait our hooks for greater trust. 
But still be careful to cry down 
All public actions, though our own ; 
The least miscarriage aggravate^ 
And charge it all upon the State ; 
Express the horrid'st detestation. 
And pity the distracted nation ; 
Tell stories scandalous and false, 
I' th' proper language of cabals. 
Where all a subtle statesman says, • 
Is half in words, and half in face ; 
(As Spaniards talk in dialogues 
Of heads and shoulders, nods and shrugs) 



I 
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Intrust it under solemn vows 
Of Mum, and Silence, and the Rose, 
To be retailed again in whispers. 
For the easy credulous to disperse.* 

Thus far the Statesman— When a shout, 
Heard at a distance, put him out ; ' 
And straight another, all aghast, 
RushM in with equal fear and haste. 
Who star'd about, as pale as death^ 
And, for a while, as out of breath ; 
Till haidng gather'd up his wits. 
He thus began his tale by fits :-— * 

* That beastly rabblef — ^that came down 
iProm all the garrets — ^in the Town, 
And stalls, and shop-boards— in vast swanns, 
With new-chalkM bills, and rusty annS| 
To cry the Cause«-up, heretofore* 
And bawl the Bishops— ^ut of door, 
Are new drawn up— in greater shoals^ 
To roast— «nd broil us on the coals. 
And all the Grandees»-of our members 
Are carbonading^— on the embers ; 
Knights, citizens, and burgesses — 
Held forth by rumps— of pigs and geese. 
That servcf for characters — ^and badges 
To represent their personages : 
Each bonfire is a funeral pile. 
In which they roast, and scorch, and broil, 

* We learn from Lilly, that die messenger who braaght that ter* 
rifying int^igeoce to this cabil was Sir Martyn Noell. 

-f* This is an accurate description of the mob's burning rumps 
npon the admission of the secluded memben, in contempt of the 
Rump Parliament. 
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And every representative 

Have vow'd td roast — and broil aHve : 

And 'tis a miracle we are not 

Already sacrificM incarnate : 

For while we wrai^e hei«, and jar. 

We're griUied all at Temple-Bar; 

Some, on the sign-post of an alehouse 

Hang in effigy, on the gallows. 

Made up of rags, to personate 

Respective officers of state ; 

That, henceforth, they may stand r^ute^ 

Proscribed in law, and executed, 

And, while the Work is carrying on. 

Be ready listed under Duii.* 

That worthy patriot, once the bdlow% 

And tinder-box, of all his fellows ; 

The activest member of the five. 

As well as the most primitive $ 

Who, for his fidthfiil service thei^ 

Is chosen for a fifih again rf 

(For nnce the Btate has made a quint 

Of Generals,^: he's listed in't :} 

•DimwM the i»iil£e exeeatioiierattlwtiime^ nid the caeevr 
ti(»ien long after that went by the tame ntme. % 

t Sir Artlinr Hazleris, one of the five members of the Hoose of 
Commmu, was impeached 1641-2; was governor of Neweastie- 
upon-Tyne, had the Biihop of Darham*t home, pvk, and anaaor 
ofAukland, and 6,500(. in money given him. He died in the Tower 
of London, Jan. 8, 1661. 

% The Rump, growing jealous of General Monk, ordered that Ac 
generalship should be vested in five commissioners, Bfonk, Hazto> 
rig, Walton, iforley, and Alured, malciBg three a qaorom, butde* 
nying a motion that Monk should be of that qaoram ; bat, the&r 
authority not bdng then mnc^ regarded, this order wa« not obeyei 
and Monk continued sole general noiwithsUiidiQg. 
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This worthy (as the world will say) 

Is psdd in specie, his own way; 

For moulded to the life, in clouts 

Th' have pick'd from dunghills hereabouts^ 

He's mounted on a hasel bavin* 

A crop'd malignant baker gave 'em ; 

And to the largest bonfire riding, 

Tliey'ave roasted Cookf already', and Pride in ; 

On whom, in equipage and state. 

His scarecrow fellow-members wait. 

And march in order, two and two. 

As at Thanksgivings th' us'd to do. 

Each in a tatter'd talisman, 

like vermin in effigy slain. 

'But (what's more dreadful than the restj 
Those rumps are but the tail o' th' Beast, 
Set up by Popish engineer^ 
As by the crackers plainly' appears ; 
For none, but Jesuits, have a mission 
To preach the faith with ammunition. 
And propagate the church with powder; 
Their founder was a blown^up soldier. 
These sp'ritual pioneers o* th' Whore's, » 
That have the charge of all her stores. 
Since first they fail'd in their designs. 
To take in heav'n by springing mines^ 
And with unanswerable barrels 
Of gunpowder dii^ute their quarrels, 

* BiTia b • ftggot. 

t Cook acted «s loUeitor in the Kiiig'f trial, and drew ap a 
filnrge of high treaion against him, and had drawn op a forawl 
]dea also, in ease (he king had submitted to the jurisdietion of the 
Conn. At hit own trial he pleaded, that what he did was as n 
liwyer for hit fee : but he luCeved at Tyboro at a RegicMe. 
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Now take a course more practicable. 
By laying trains to fire the rabble. 
And blow us up, in the' open streets, 
Bisguis'd in rumps, like sambenites,* 
More like to ruin and confound. 
Than all their doctrines under ground. 

* Nor have they chosen rumps amiss. 
For symbols of State-mysteries, 
Though some suppose 'twas but to akew 
How much they scom'd the Saints, the few. 
Who, 'cause they're wasted to the stumps, 
Are represented best by rumps. 
But Jesuits have deeper reaches 
In all their politic far-fetches. 
And from the Coptic priest Kircherus,f 
Found out this mystic way to jeer us : 
For as the' Egyptians us'd by bees 
To' express their antique Ptolonues, t 
And by their stings, the swords they wore. 
Held forth authority and pow'r; 
Because these subtle animals 
Bear aU their interests in their tails, 
But when they're once impair'd in that. 
Are banish'd their weU-order'd state ; 
They thought all governments were best 
By hieroglyphic rumps exprest. 

'For as, in bodies natural. 
The rump's the fundament of all. 
So in a commonwealth, or realm. 
The government is call'd the Hehn, 

* SambeDite is a cost of coarse doth, which peniteiiti vcir 
among the Romaniits, and thoae condemned by the SpauA In* 
quigition when they go to execution. 

t Athanasius Kireher, a Jesuit, wrote targely on the Egyptiia 
mystical kamiog. 
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With which, tike vessels under sail. 
They're tumM and winded by the tail ; 
The tail, which birds and fishes steer 
Their courses with through sea and air. 
To whom the rudder of tiie rump is 
The same thing with the stem and compass. 
This shows how perfectly the rump 
And commonwealth in Nature jump : 
For as a fly, that goes to bed. 
Rests with his tsul above his head ; 
So, in this inongrel state of ours. 
The rabble are the supreme powers. 
That hors'd us on their backs, to show us 
A jadish trick at last, and throw us. 

*The learned Rabbins of the Jews 
Write, there's a bone, which they call Lue;, 
V th' rump of man, of such a virtue. 
No force in nature can do hurt to ; 
And therefore, at the last great d^y. 
All the* other members shall, they say. 
Spring out of this, as from a seed 
iUl sorts of vegetsfls proceed ; 
From whence the liearned sons of Art, 
Oa tfttcTttw justly style that part: 
Than what can better represent. 
Than this rump bone, the Parliament, 
That after several rude ejections. 
And as prodigious resurrections. 
With new reversions of nine lives. 
Starts up, and, tike a cat, revives ? 

* But now, alas ! they're all expir'd, 
And th' House, as well as members, fir'd; 
Consum'd in kennels by the rout. 
With which they other fires put out j 
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Condemned to' ungoyeming distress, 
And paltry, private wretchedness; 
Worse than the devil to privation. 
Beyond all hopes of restoration ; 
And parted, like the bod]^ and aoul^ 
From all dominion and controL 

* We who could lately, with a look» - 
Enact, estabhsb, or revoke ; 
Whose arbitrary nods gave law. 
And frowns kept multitades in awe^ 
Before the bluster <^ whose huff, 
AU hats, as in a stonn, flew off; 
Adored and bow'd to by the great, 
Down to the footman and valet; 
Had more bent knees than chapel-mat». 
And prayers, than the crowns of hats. 
Shall now be scom'd as wretchedly; 
For ruin's just as low as high ; 
Which might be sufier'd, were it all 
The horror that attends our fall : 
For some of us have scores more large 
Than heads and quarters can diiA^harge ; 
And others, who, by restless scraping. 
With public frauds, and private rapine^ 
Have nughty heaps of wealth amass'd. 
Would gladly lay down all at last ; 
And, to be but undone, entail 
Their vessels on perpetual gaol,* 

* Thii the Regicides, in general, wonM have done C^adlf, bal 
the ringleaden of them were executed m temrem. Those that 
cune in apon proehunation were brought to the bar of the Hoiue 
ef Lords, S5th Nor. i6Si; to antwer what they could say Ibr Aom- 
selves why judgment should not be exeeated against then ? 'Khtj 
severally alleged, • That, upon his Mi^y*s gcadous DedaratiMi 
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And bless the devil, to let them farms 
Of forfeit soul, on no worse terms.' 
This said, a near and louder shout 
Put aU the' assembly to the rout,* 
IVho now begim to' outrun their fear. 
As horses do, from those they bear ; 
But crowded on with so mudi haste. 
Until they 'ad block'd the passage fast. 
And barricadoed it with haunches 
Of outward men, and bulks and paunches. 
That with their shoulders strove to squeeze. 
And rather save a crippled piece 
Of all their crush'd and broken members. 
Than have them grilUed on the embers; 
Still pressing on with heavy packs 
Of one another on their backs. 
The vanguard could no longer bear 
The charges of the forlorn rear, , 

from Bieda, aad the votes of the Fauiiuiieiit, Bte. they dUI lurnnr 
der themselvet, being ailvned that they ahoaU thereby teeare thelff 
lives; and hambly ckimed the benefit of the proelamation, &e.* 
And Hairy Bfartyn briskly added, * That he had never obeyed any 
prodamatkui before this, and hoped he draald not be hanged for 
taking the King's word now.' A bOI was hrooght in fbr their ea^ 
cation, which was read twice, bat afterwaids dropt ; so they weie 
•n sent to their several prisons, and Uttfe more heard of! Ludtow, 
and some others, escaped by flying among the Swiss Cantons. 

* When Sir Martyn came to this cabal, he left the rabble at 
Temple>Bar ; but^ by the time he had concluded his discourse, they 
were adTaneed near vniitehaU and Westminster, llus ahinned 
oar cabaUen, and perhaps terrified them with the apprehension of 
being hanged or burned in reality, as some of them that very in- 
stant were in efilgy. No wonder, therefore, they broke op so pre> 
cipitately, and that each endeavoured to seeure himselC The 
nanner (rf it it described with a poetical lieensa^ only to embfUiih 
liiis Canlo with a diverting catastrophe. 
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But hotne down headlong by the rout. 
Were trampled sorely under foot : 
Yet nothing proved so formidable 
As the' horrid cookery of the rabble ; 
And fear, that keeps all feeling out, 
(As lesser pains are by the gout) 
Believ'd 'em with a fresh supply 
Of rallied force, enough to fly. 
And beat a Tuscan running-horse. 
Whose jockey-rider is aU spurs. 



^ART III, CAJrrO III* 

^ i 

ARGUMENT. 
The Knight and Squire's prodigioot flight 
To quit the* enchanted bow*r by night. 
He plods to turn his amorous suiti 
To* a plea in law, and fwoaeente : 
Repairs to counsel, to advise 
'Bout managing the enterprise ; 
But first resolves to try by letter* 
And one more fiur address, to get ber. 



Who would believe what strangle bugbears 

Mankind creates itself, of fears 

That spring, like fern, that insect-wee^. 

Equivocally, without seed. 

And have no possible foundation. 

But merely in the' imagination ? 

And yet can do more dreadful feats 

Than hags, with all their imps and teats ; 

Hake more* bewitch and haunt themselves. 

Than all their nurseries of elves. 

* Our Poet now resumes his principal sulgeet; and the reason 
why he is so full in the recapttulation of the last adventure of our 
Knight and Squire is,— because we had lost sight of our heroes for 
the 8i)ace of the longest Canto in the whole Poem : this respite 
might probably occasion forgetfhlness in some readen, whose atten* 
tion had been so long suspended ; it was therefore necessary that a 
repetition should be made of the dark adventure, and that it should 
be made clear and intelligible to the reader; who is now arrived at 
the third day, since the opening of the poem. . 

rf 2 
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For fear does things so like a witch, 

*Tis hard to' unriddle which is which ; 

Sets up communities of senses^ 

To chop and change intelligences ; 

As Rosicrucian virtuosos 

Can see with ears, and hear with noses ; 

And, when they neither see nor hear. 

Have more than both supplied by fear. 

That makes 'em in the dark see visions. 

And hag themselves with apparitions, 

And, when their eyes discover least, 

Piscem the subtlest objects best ; 

Do tilings not contrary, alone. 

To the' course of Nature, but its own. 

The courage of the bravest daunt. 

And turn poltroons as valiant: 

For men as resolute appear 

With too much, as too little fear ; 

And, when they're out of hopes of flying. 

Will run away from death by dying; 

Or turn again to stand it out. 

And those they fled, like lions rout. 

This Hudibras had prov'd too true, 
Who, by the Furies, left perdue. 
And haunted with detachments, sent . 
From Karshal Legion's re^ment,* 
Was by a fiend, as counterfeit, 
Reliev'd and rescued with a cheat. 
When nothing but himself, and iear. 
Was both the imps and conjurer ; 

* AJIuding to Stephen Manlial'i bellowing oat treason fron the 
polpit, in order to recruit the army of tlie Kebeli. He was caUed 
the Geneva Bull. 
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A8, by the rules o* th' virtuosi. 
It follows in due form of poesy. 

DisguisM in all the masks of night, 
We left our champion on his flight. 
At blinclman's buff, to grope his way. 
In equal fear of night and day ; 
Who took his dark and desperate course. 
He knew no better than his horse ; 
And by an unknown devil led, 
(He knew as little whither) fled. 
He never was in greater need. 
Nor less capacity of speed ; 
Disabled, both in man and beast. 
To fly and run away, his best; 
To keep the enemy, and fear. 
From equal falling on his rear : 
And though with kicks and bangs he plied 
The further and the nearer side ; 
(As seamen ride with all their force. 
And tug as if they row'd the horse. 
And, when the hackney sails more swift, 
Believe they lag, or run a-drift) 
So, though he posted e'er so fast. 
His fear was greater than his haste : 
For fear, though fleeter than the wind. 
Believes 'tis always left behind. 
But when the mom began to' appear. 
And shift to' another scene his fear. 
He found his new officious shade. 
That came so timely to his aid. 
And fbrc'd him from the foe t' escape, 
Had tum'd itself to Ralpho's shape. 
So like in person, garb, and pitch, 
'Twas hard to' interpret which was wliich. 
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For Ralpho had no sooner told 
The LAdy all he had to" unfold. 
But she convey'd him out of a^ht. 
To entertain the* approaching Knight ; 
And while he gave himself diversion. 
To' accommodate his beast and person. 
And put his beard into a posture 
At best advantage to accost her; 
She order'd th' antimasquerade 
(For his reception) aforesaid : 
But when the ceremony was done. 
The lights put out, the Furies gone. 
And Hudibras, among the rest, 
ConveyM sway, as Ralpho guess'd \ 
The wretched caitiff, all alone, 
(As he believ'd) began to moan. 
And tell his story to himself. 
The Knight mistook him for an elf; 
And did so still, till he began 
To scruple at Ralph's outward man. 
And thought, because they oft agreed 
!I''o' appear in one another's stead. 
And act the saint's and devil's part. 
With undistinguishable art, 
They might have done so now, perhaps. 
And put on one another's shapes ; 
And therefore, to resolve the doubt, 
He star'd upon him, and cry'd out, 
* What art ? My Squire, or that bold sprite 
That took his place and shape to-night? 
Some busy Independent pug. 
Retainer to his synagogue ?' — 
'Alas!' quoth he, 'I'm none of those 
Your bosom friends, as you suppose. 
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But Ralph himself, your trusty Squire, 
'Who 'as drag'd your Dunship out o' th' mire. 
And from the' enchantments of a Widow, 
Who 'ad tum'd you int' a beast, have freed you; 
And, though a prisoner of war. 
Have brought you safe, where now you are ; 
Which you w<nild gratefully repay. 
Your constant Presbyterian way.' 
'Thafs stranger,' quoth the Knight,^ and stranger. 
Who gave thee notice of my danger ?* 
Quoth he, * The' infernal conjurer 
Pursued, and took me prisoner ; 
And, knowing you were hereabout. 
Brought me along to find you out. 
Where I, in hugger-mugger, hid. 
Have noted all they said or did : 
And, though they lay to him the pageant, 
I did not see him, nor his agent ; 
Who play'd their sorceries out of sight. 
To' avoid a fiercer second fight.' 

* But didst thou see no devils then ?' — 

* Not one' quoth he, * but carnal men, 
A little worse than fiends in hell. 
And that she-devil Jezabel, 

That laugh'd and tee-he'd, with deriaon. 
To see them take your deposition.' 

* What then,' quoth Hudibras, * was he 
That play'd the dev'l to' examine me ?' 

* A rallying weaver in the town. 
That did it in a parson's gown ; 
Whom all the parish takes for gifted. 
But, for my part, I ne'er believ'd it: 
In which you told them all your feats. 
Your conscientious frauds and cheats ; 
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Denied your whippings and confess'd 
The naked truth of all the rest^ 
More plainly than the reverend writer 
That to our Churches veil'-d his mitre ;* 
AU which they take in black and white^ 
And cudgell'd me to underwrite.' 

* What made thee, when they all were gone. 
And none but thou and I alone. 
To act the devil, and forbear 
To rid me of my hellish fear ?' 

Quoth he, ' I knew your constant rate. 
And frame of sp'rit too obstinate. 
To be by me prevailed upon. 
With any motives of my own ; 
And therefore strove to counterfeit 
The devil a while, to nick your wit ; 
The devil, that is your constant crony. 
That only can prevail upon ye ; 
Else we might «till have been diluting. 
And they with weighty drubs confuting.' 

The Knight, who now began to find 
They 'ad left the enemy behind. 
And saw no further hann remain 
But feeble weariness and pain, 
Perceiv'd, by losing of their way, 
They 'ad gain'd the' advantage of the day. 



* Thoggh there were more than one in thoie t!ine> that thii 
character would have suited, yet it is probable that Mr. Geocse 
Graham, Bishop of Orkney, is sneered in this pfaiee by Mr. Butler: 
for he atgored Episcopacy, and signed the nl^^tka with bis ova 
hand, at Breckness, in Strones, Feb. 11, 1630. To this lenuiclabiB 
incident Bishop HaU alludes in his Epistle dedicatory prefixed to 
Ml « Episcopacy by Divine Ri^t,' &c. 1640. 
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And, by declining of the road. 

They had, by chance, their rear made good i 

He ventur'd to dismiss bis fear, 

That partings wont to rant and tear. 

And give the desperaf st attack 

To danger still behind its back> 

For having pttoji'd to recollect. 

And on his past success reflect. 

To' examine and consider why. 

And whence, and how, he came to fly ; 

And when no devil had appear'd. 

What else it could be said he feared. 

It put him in so fierce a rage. 

He once resolved to re-engag^e ; 

Toss'd, like a football, back again 

With shame, and vengeance, and disdain. 

Quoth he^ 'It was thy cowardice 

That made me from this leaguer rise. 

And when I 'ad half-reduc'd the place, 

To quit it infamously base : 

Was better cover'd by the new 

Arriy'd detachment, than I knew ; 

To slight my new acquests and run. 

Victoriously, from battles won ; 

And, reckoning all I g^n'd or lost. 

To sell them cheaper than they cost ; 

To make me put myself to flight. 

And, conquering, run away by night; 

To drag me out, which th' haughty foe 

Durst never have presumed to do : 

To mount me in the dark, by force. 

Upon the bare ridge of my horse, 

Expos'd in querpo to their rage. 

Without i^y arms and equipa^ ; 
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Lest, if they ventur'd to pursue, 
I mig^ht the' unequal fight renew ; 
And, to preserve thy outward man, 
Assum'd my place, and led the van.' 

* All this,' quoth Ralph, * I did, 'tis true. 
Not to preserve myself, but you ; 
You, who were danui'd to baser drubs 
Than wretches feel in powdering tubs. 
To mount two-wheel'd caroches, worse , 
Than managing a wooden horse ; 
Dragg'd out through straiter holes by the' ears, 
Eras'd, or coup'd for perjuries ; 
Who, though the* attempt had prov'd in vain. 
Had had no reason to complain ; 
But, since it prospered, 'tis unhandsome 
To blame the hand that paid your ransom. 
And rescued your obnosious bones 
From unavoidable battons. 
The enemy was reinforc'd. 
And we disabled and unhors'd, 
Disarm'd, unqualified for fight. 
And no way left but hasty flight ; 
WMch, though as desperate in the' attempt, 
Has giv'n you freedom to condemn't. 

< But were our bones in fit condition 
To reinforce the expedition, 
'Tis now unseasonable and vain 
To think of falling on again : 
No martial project to surprise 
Can ever be attempted twice ; 
Nor cast design serve afterwards. 
As gamesters tear their losing-cards. 
Beside, our bangs of man and beast 
Are fit for nothing now but rest ; 
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And for a while will not be able 

To rally, and prove serviceable : 

And therefore I, with reason, chose 

This stratagem to' amuse our foes, 

To mstke an hon'rable retreat. 

And wave a total sure defeat : 

For those that fljr may fight again. 

Which he can never do that's slain. 

Hence timely running's no mean part 

Of conduct^ in the martial art. 

By which some glorious feats achieve, 

As citizens, by breaking, thrive ; 

And cannons conquer armies, while 

They seem to draw off and recoil. 

Is held the gallant'st course, and bravest. 

To great exploits, as Well as safest; 

That spares the' expense of time and pains^ 

And dangerous beating out of brains; 

And, in the end, prevails as certain 

As those that never trust to Fortune ; 

But make their fear do execution 

Beyond the stoutest resolution ; 

As earthquakes kill without a blow. 

And, only trembling, overthrow. 

If th' ancients crown'd tlieir bravest men 

That only sav'd a citizen ; 

What victory could e'er be won. 

If every one would save but one ? 

Or fight endanger'd to be lost. 

Where all resolve to save the most? 

By this means, when a battle's won. 

The war's as far fronl being done ; 

For those that save themselves, and fly^ 

Go halves, at least, i' the' victory ; 

VOL. IX. G g 
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And sometime, when the loss is small, 

And danger great, they challenge all; 

Print new editions to their feats, 

And emendations in Gazettes; 

And when, for furious haste to run. 

They durst not stay to fire a gun. 

Have done't with bonfires, and at home 

Made squibs and crackers overcome : 

To set the rabble on a flame. 

And keep their governors from blame. 

Disperse the news the pulpit tells, 

Confirm'd with fireworks and with bells; 

And though reduced to that extreme. 

They have been forc'd to sdng Te Deum ,• 

Yet, with religious blasphemy. 

By flattering Heaven with a lie. 

And, for their beating, giving thanks, 

They *ave rais'd recruits, and filPd their banks; 

For those who run from the' enemy 

Engage them equally to fly ; 

And when the fight becomes a chase. 

Those win the day that win the race : 

And that which would not pass in fights. 

Has done the feat with easy flights; 

Recover'd many a desp'rate campaign 

With Bordeaux, Burgundy, and Champugn; 

Restor'd the fainting high and mighty 

With brandy-wine, and aqua-vitae ; 

And made 'em stoutly overcome 

With Bacrack, Hoccamore, and Mum; 

Whom the' uncontroll'd decrees of Fate 

To victory necessitate ; 

With which, although they run or buriH 

They unavoidably return; 
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Or else their sultan populaces 

Still strangle all their routed Bassas/ 

Quoth Hudibras, ' I understand 
What fights thou mean'st at sea and land. 
And who those were that run away. 
And yet gave out th' had won the day ; 
Although the rabble sous'd them for't. 
O'er head and ears, in mud and dirt. 
'Tis true our modem way of war 
Is grown more potitic by far. 
But not so resolute and bold. 
Nor tied to honour, as the old. 
For now they laugh at giving battle. 
Unless it be to herds of cattle ; 
Or fighting convoys of provision. 
The whole design o' the expedition, 
And not with downright blows to rout 
The enemy, but eat them out : 
As fighting, in all beasts of prey. 
And eating, are performed one way. 
To g^ve defiance to their teeth. 
And fight their stubborn guts to death; 
And those achieve the highest renown. 
That bring the other stomachs do¥m. 
There's now no fear of wounds nor midming. 
All dangers are reduc'd to fanune. 
And feats of arms to plot, design. 
Surprise, and stratagem, and mine ; 
But have no need nor use of courage. 
Unless it be for glory* or forage : 
For if they fight 'tis but by chance. 
When one side venturing to advance^ 
And come uncivilly too near. 
Are charg'd unmercifully i' th' rear. 
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And forcM, with terrible resistance, 

To keep hereafter at a distance. 

To pick out ground to' encamp upon. 

Where store of hu^est rivers run. 

That serve, instead of peaceful barriers. 

To part the' engagements of their warriors; 

Where both from side to side may skip. 

And only* encounter at bo-peep : 

For men are found the stouter-hearted. 

The certainer they're to be parted; 

And therefore post themselves in bog% 

As the' ancient mice attack'd the frogs. 

And made their mortal enemy. 

The water-rat, their strict ally.* 

For 'lis not now, who's stout and bold ? 

But who bears hunger best, and cold? 

And he's approv*d the most deserving 

Who longest can hold out at starving; 

And he that routs most pigs and cows. 

The formidablest man of prowess. 

So the' Emperor Cafigula, 

That triumph'd o'er the British sea. 

Took crabs and oysters prisoners. 

And lobsters, 'stead of cuiraaers; 

Engag'd his legions in fierce bustles. 

With periwinkles, prawns, and muscles. 

And led his troops with furious gallops. 

To charge whole regiments of scallops; 

Not like their ancient way of war. 

To wait on his triumphal car; 

But when he went to dine or sup, 

More bravely ate his captives up, 

* Meaning the Datch, who seemed to faroar the Parliaineiit» 
rfkiM. 
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And left all war, by his example, 
Reduc'd to vict'ling of a camp weU.' 

Quoth Ralph, ' By all that you have said. 
And twice as much that I could add, 
'Tis plain you cannot now do worse 
Than take this out-of-fashionM course ; 
To hope, by stratag^em, to woo her. 
Or waging battle to subdue her ; 
Though some have done it in romancei^ 
And bang'd them into amorous fancies ; 
As those who won the Amazons, 
By wanton drubbiDg of their bones; 
And stout Rinaldo gained his bride 
By courting of her back and side. 
But fflnce those times and feats are over. 
They are not for a modem lover. 
When mistresses are too cross-grsdn'd 
By sucl^ addresses to be gain'd ; 
AJid if they were, would have it out 
With many another kind of bout. 
Therefore I hold no course so' infeasible. 
As this of force, to win the Jezabel ; 
To storm her heart, by the' antique charms 
Of ladies errant, force of arms ; 
But rather strive by law to win her, 
And try the title you have in her. 
Your case is clear, you have her word. 
And me to witness the accord ; 
Besides two more of her retinue 
To testify what pass'd between you ; 
More probable, and like to hold. 
Than hand or seal, or breaking gold. 
For which so many, that renounc'd 
Their plighted contracts, hare been trounc'd, 

eg 2 
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And bills upon record been found. 
That forc'd the ladies to compound ; 
And that (unless I miss the matter) 
Is all the business you look after. 
Besides, encounters at the bar 
Are braver now than those in war. 
In which the law does execution^ 
With less disorder and confusion ; 
Has more of honour int, some hold. 
Not like the new way, but the old. 
When those the pen had drawn together. 
Decided quarrels with the feather ; 
And winged arrows killM as dead. 
And more than bullets now of lead ; 
So all their combats now, as then. 
Are managed chiefly by the pen : 
That does the feat, vA^ braver vigours. 
In words at length, as well as figures ; 
Is judge of all the world performs 
In voluntary feats of armn, 
And whatsoe'er's achieved in fight. 
Determines which is wrong or right : 
For whether you prevtdl, or lose. 
All must be tried there in the close ; 
And therefore 'tis not wise to shun 
What you must trust to, ere ye*ve done. 

' The law, that settles all you do. 
And marries where you did but woo ; 
That makes the most perfidious lover 
A lady, that's as fidse, recover ; 
And is it judge upon your side. 
Will soon extend her for your bride. 
And put her person, goods, or lands, 
Or, which you like best, int* your hands. 
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* For law's the wisdom of all ages. 
And manag'd by the ablest sages. 
Who, though their business at the bar 
Be but a kind of civil war, 
In which th' eng^e with fiercer dudgeons 
Than e'er the Grecians did, and Trojans, 
They never manage the contest 
To' impair their public interest. 
Or by their controveraes lessen 
The digiuty of their profession : 
Not like us Brethren, who divide 
Our Commonwealth, the Cause, and nde ; 
And though we're all as near of kindred 
As the' outward man is to the inward. 
We' agree in nothing, but to wrangle 
About the slightest fingle-langle ; 
While lawyers have more sober sense 
Than to' argue at their own expense. 
To make the best advantages 
Of other's quarrels, like the Swiss ; 
And out of foreign controversies^ 
By aiding both sides^ fill their purses; 
But have no.interest in the cause 
For which th' engage, and wage the laws. 
Nor further prospect than their pay. 
Whether they lose or win the day. 
And though th' abounded in all ages» 
With sundry learned clerks and sages ; 
Though all their bunness be dispute. 
Which way they canvass every suit, 
They'ave no disputes about their art» 
Nor in polemics controvert. 
While all professions else are found 
With nothing but disputes to' abound. 
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Divines of all 8ort8» and physicians^ 

Philosophers, mathematicians ; 

The Galenist and Paracelsian»* 

Condemn the way each other deals in ; 

Anatomists dissect and mangle. 

To cut themselves out work to wrangle^ 

Astrologers dispute their dreams. 

That in their sleeps they talk of schemes; 

And heralds stickle who got whoy 

So many hundred years ago. 

* But lawyers are too wise a nation 
To' expose their trade to disputation. 
Or make the busy rabble judges 

Of all their secret piques and grudges r 
In which, whoever wins the day. 
The whole profession's sure to pay. 
Beside, no mountebanks, nor cheats. 
Dare undertake to do their feats. 
When in all other sciences 
They swarm like insects, and increase. 

• For what bigot durst ever draw. 
By inward Light, a deed in law ? 
Or could hold forth, by revelation. 
An answer to a Declaration ? 

For those that meddle with their tools 
W'U cut their fingers, if they're fools : 
And if you follow their advice. 
In bills, and answers, and replies. 
They'll write a love-letter in Chancery, 
Shall bring her upon oath to answer ye, 

• Galen was bom in the jear 130, and lived to the year 306. 
Paracelsus was bom the latter end of the fifteenth, and lived al- 
mart to the middle of the nxteenth century. 
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And soon reduce her to b' your wife. 
Or make her weary of her life.* 

The Knight, who us'd with tricks and shifts 
To edify by Ralpho's gif^ 
But in appearance cry'd him down. 
To make them better seem his own, 
(All plagiaries' constant course 
Of sinkings when they take a purse,) 
Resolv'd to follow his advice. 
But kept it from him by disg^se ; 
And, after stubborn contradiction, 
To counterfeit his own conviction. 
And, by transition, fall upon 
The resolution as his own. 

Quoth he, < This gambol thou advisest 
Is, of all others, the unwisest ; 
For, if I think by law to gain her, 
There's nothing sillier nor vainer. 
*Tis but to hazard my pretence. 
Where nothing's certain but the' expense ; 
To act against myself and traverse 
My suit and title to her favours ; 
And if she should, which Heav'n fcffbid, 
O'erthrow me, as the Fiddler did« 
What after-course have I to take, 
'Gainst losing all I have at stake ? 
He that with injury is griev'd. 
And goes to law to be reliev*d, 
Is sillier than a sottish chouse. 
Who, when a thief has robb'd his house. 
Applies himself to cunning men. 
To help him to his goods again ; 
When all he can expect to gain, 
Sb but to squander more ih vain : 



358 RUfiiBBAf. J^art 

And yet I bave no other way. 

But is as difficult, to play : 

For to reduce her, by main force. 

Is now in vsdn ; by fair means, worse ; 

But worst of all to give her over. 

Till she's as desperate to recover : 

For bad games are thrown up too soon. 

Until they're never to be won. 

But since I have no other course. 

But is as bad to' attempt, or worse. 

He that complies against his will. 

Is of his own opinion still. 

Which he may adhere to, yet disown. 

For reasons to himself best known t 

But 'tis not to b' avoided now. 

For Sidrophel resolves to sue ; 

Whom I must answer, or begin. 

Inevitably, first with him ; 

For I've received .advertisement* 

By times enough, of his intent : 

And knowing he that first complains 

The' advantage of the business gains ; 

For courts of justice understand 

The plaintiff to be eldest hand $ 

Who what he pleases may aver. 

The other nothing till he swear; 

Is freely' admitted to all grace. 

And lawful favour, by his place ; 

And, for his bringing custom in. 

Has all advantages to win. 

I, who resolve to oversee 

No lucky opportunity. 

Will go to counsel, to advise 

Which way to* encounter or surprise j 
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And, after long consideration, 

Have found out one to fit the* occasion. 

Most apt for what I have to do. 

As counsellor and justice too.* 

And truly so, no doubt, he was, 

A lawyer fit for such a case : 

An old dull sot, who told the clock. 

For many years, at Bridewell-dock, 

At Westminster, and Hicks's-hall, 

And McciuB doctiua play'd in all ; 

Where, in all governments and times. 

He 'ad been both friend and foe to crimes, 

And us'd two equal ways of gaining, 

By hindering justice or maintaining : 

To many a whore gave privilege. 

And whipp'd, for want of quarterage ; 

Cart-loads of bawds to prison sent, 

For b'ing behind a fortnight's rent ; 

And many a trusty pimp and crony 

To Puddle-dock, for want of money : 

Engag'd the constable to seize 

All those that would not break the peace ; 

Nor give him back his own foul words. 

Though sometimes commoners, or lords ; 

And kept 'em prisoners of course. 

For being sober at ill hours ; 

That in the morning he might free 

Or bind 'em over for his fee. 

Made monsters fine, and puppet-playi^, 

For leave to practice in their ways ; 

Farm'd out all cheatd, and went a share 

With the* headborough and scavenger ; 

And made the dirt i* th' streets compound 

For taking up the public ground i 
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The kennel, and the king's highway. 

For being unmolested, pay ; 

Let out the stocks, and whipping-posty 

And cage to those that gave him most; 

Imposed a tax on baker's ears, 

And, for false weights, on chandelers ; 

Made victuallers and vintners fine. 

For arbitrary ale and wine ; 

But was a kind and constant friend 

To all that reg^arly' offend ; 

As residentiary bawds, 

And brokers that receive stol'n g^ods ; 

That cheat in lawful mysteries. 

And pay church-duties, and his fees ; 

But was implacable and awkward 

To all that interlop'd and hawker'd. 

To this brave man the Knight repairs 
For council in his law-affairs. 
And found him mounted in his pew. 
With books and money plac'd, for shew. 
Like nest-eggs to make clients lay. 
And for his fklse opinion pay : 
To whom the Knight, with comely grace. 
Put off his hat, to put his case ; 
Which he as proudly entertain'd 
As the* other courteously strain'd ; 
An(f, to assure him 'twas not that 
He look'd for, bid him put on's hat. 

Quoth he, * There is one Sidrophel 
Whom I have cudgell'd' — * Very well.' 

• And now he brags to *ave beaten me ;'— 
< Better, and better still,' quoth he; 

* And vows to stick me to a wall, 
Where'er he meets me'—* Best of aU.* 



■ 
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* 'Tis true tike knave has taken's oath 
That I robb'd him.'—* Well done, in troth.* 

* When he 'bs confessed he stole my cloak^ 
And pick'd my fob, and what he took; 
Which was the cause that made me bang him. 
And take my goods ag^n* — * Many, hang him.' 

* Now, whether I should beforehand. 
Swear he robb'd me ?' — * I understand.' 

* Or bring my action of conversion 

And trover for my goods ?' — * Ah ! whoreson/ 

* Or, if 'tis better to indite, 

And bring him to his trial ?»—* Right.' 

* Prevent what he designs to do, 

And swear for the' state against him ?* — * Tmef 

* Or, whether he that is defendant, 
in this case, has the better end on't; 
Who, putting in a new cross-bill, 

May traverse th' action ?' — * Better stiU.* 

* Then there's a lady, too.' — « Aye, marry,' 
< That's easily prov'd accessary ; 

A Widow, who by solemn vows 
Contracted to me, for my spouse ; 
Combin'd with him to break her word, 
And has abetted all.'—* Good Lord !* 

* Subom'd the' aforesedd Sidrophel 
To tamper with the devil of hell. 
Who put me into a horrid fear. 
Fear of my life* — * Make that appear.' 

* Made an assault with fiends and men 
Upon my body'—* Good agwn,' 

* And kept me in a deadly fright. 
And false imprisonment, all night. 
Meanwhile they robb'd me, and my horse^ 
And stole my saddle'— * Wors^ wid worse/ 

TOl. IT. H h 
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* And made me moimt upon the bare ridge. 
To' avoid a wretcheder miscarriage.* 

* Sir,' quoth the lawyer, * not to flatter ye. 
You have as good and fair a battery 
As heart can wish, and need not shame 
The proudest man alive to cbdro : 
For if they 'ave us'd you as you say 
Marry, quoth I, God give you joy ! 
I would it were my case, I'd give 
More than I'U/say, or you'll believe : 
I would so trounce her, and her purse, 
I'd make her kneel for better or worse j 
For matrimony, and hanging here. 
Both go by destiny so clear. 
That you as sure may pick and choose. 
As cross I win, and pile you lose : 
And if I durst I would advance 
As much in ready maintenance. 
As u^on any case I've known ; 
But we that practise dare not own : 
The law severely contrabands 
Our taking buuness oif men's hands; 
*Tis common barratry, that beai's 
Point-blank an action 'gainst our ears. 
And crops them till there is not leather. 
To stick a pin in, left of either ; 
For which some do the summer-sault. 
And o'er the bar,Jike tumblers, vault: 
But you may swear at any rate. 
Things not in nature, for the state j 
For in all courts of justice here 
A witness is not said to swear. 
But make oath; that is, in plain terms. 
To forge whatever he affirms.' 
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« I thank you,* quoth the Knight, «for that, 
Because 'tis to. my purpose pat' — 
* For Jusdce, though she's painted blind. 
Is to the weaker side incKn'd, 
Like Charity ; else right and wrong 
Could never hold it out so long, 
And, Uke blind Fortune, with a sleight. 
Convey men's interest and right 
From Sliles's pocket into Nokes's, 
As easily as Hocus Pocus / 
Flays fast and loosei^makes men obnonous i 
And clear again, like Mcciua docHus, 
Then, whether you would take her life. 
Or but recover her for your wife* 
Or be content with what she has. 
And let all other matters pass. 
The business to the law's alone. 
The proof is all it looks upon; 
And you can want no witnesses. 
To swear to any thing you please. 
That hardly get their mere expenses 
By the* labour of their consciences. 
Or letting out, to hire, their ears 
To affidavit-customers. 
At inconsiderable values. 
To serve for jurymen, or tal^s. 
Although retain'd in the* hardest matters 
Of trustees and administrators.' 

* For that,' quoth he, * let me alone ; 
We *ave store of such, and all our own. 
Bred up and tutor'd by our Teachers, 
The ablest of conscience-stretchers.* 

* That*s well,* quoth he, * but I should gueSs, 
Py weighing all advantagejs. 
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Your surest way is first to pitch 

On Bongey * for a water-witch ; 

And when ye 'ave hang^M the conjurer. 

Ye 'ave time enough to deal with her. 

In the' interim, spare for no trepans 

To draw her neck into the baans; 

Ply her with love-letters and billets. 

And bait 'em well, for quirks and quillets^ 

With trains to' inveigle and surprise 

Her heedless answers and replies ; 

And if she miss the mouse-trap Unes,, 

They'll serve for other by-designs ; 

And make an artist understand 

To copy out her seal, or hand } 

Or find void places in the paper 

To steal in something to intrap her ; 

Till, with her worldly goods, and body. 

Spite of her heart, she has endow'd ye. 

Retain all sorts of witnesses, 

That ply i' th' temples, under trees^ 

Or walk the round, with Knights o' th' Post^ 

About the cross-leg^d knights, their hosts; 

Or wait for customers between 

The pillar-rows in Lincoln's Inn; 

Where vouchers, forgers, common bail. 

And affidavit men ne'er fail 

To' expose to sale aU sorts of oaths. 

According to their ears and clothes, 

* Bongey wai a Fnuidseaii, and lived towudi the cad of the 
thirteenth centucy, a doctor of divinity in Oxford, and a partiealar 
•equaintance of Trkar Bacon's. In that ignorant an^e every thiag 
that seemed extraordinary was reputed magic, and so hoth Baeoa 
and Bongey went under the imputation of stadyiog fhQ bhch act* 
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Their only necessary took^ 
Besides the Gospel, and their souls ; 
And when ye're fumiah'd with all purveysy 
I shall be ready at your service.' 

* I would not give,' quoth Hudibras, 
* A straw to understand a case, 
"Without the admirable skill 
To wind and manag'e it at will ; 
To veer, and tack, and steer a cause. 
Agunst the weather-gage of laws ; 
And ring the changes upon cases, 
As plain as noses upon faces. 
As you have well instructed me, 
Por which you *ave earn'd, (here 'tis) your fee. 
I long to practice your advice. 
And try the subtle artifice, 
To bait a letter, as you bid.'— 
As, not long after, thus he did ; 
For, having pump'd up all his wit. 
And hum'd upon it, thus he writ. 
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' I WHO was once as great as Cxsar, 

Am now reduc'd to Nebuchadnezzar; 

And from as fam'd a conqueror 

As ever took degree in war. 

Or did his exercise in battle. 

By you turn'd out to grass with cattle : 

For since I am denied access 

To all my earthly happiness. 

Am fallen from the paradise 

-Of your good graces, and f jur eyes ; 

LK)st to tibe world, and you, I'm sent 

To everlasting banishment, 

Where all the hopes I had to 'ave won 

Your heart, blng dash'd, will break my own. 

* Yet if you were not so severe 
To pass your doom before you hear. 
You'd find, upon my just defence. 
How much ye 'ave wronged my innoceiicc. 
That once I made a vow to you. 
Which yet is unperform'd, 'tis true ; 
But not, because it is unpaid, 
11s violated, though delay'd : 
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Or, if it were, it is no fkok, 

So heinous as youM have it thought ; 

To undergo the loss of ears, 

like vulgar hackney-perjurers : 

For there's a diflerence in the case. 

Between the noble and the base ; 

Who always are observ'd to 'ave don't 

Upon as different an account; 

The one for great and weighty cause. 

To salve, in honour, ugly flaws ; 

(For none are like to do it sooner. 

Than those who 're nicest of their honour :} 

The other, for base gain and pay. 

Forswear and perjure by the day ; 

And make the' exponng and retailing 

Their souls, and consciences, a calling. 

nt is no scandal nor aspersion. 
Upon a great and noble person. 
To say he naturally abhor'd 
The' cdd-fashion'd trick to keep his word. 
Though 'tis perfidiousness and shame. 
In meaner men, to do the same : 
For to be able to forget. 
Is found more useful to the great 
Than gout, or deafness, or bad eyes. 
To make 'em pass for wondrous wise* 
But though the law, on perjurers, 
Inflicts the forfeiture of ears. 
It is not just, that does exempt 
The guilty, and punish the' innocent; 
To make the ears repair the wrong 
Committed by the' ungovem'd tongue ; 
And, when one member is forsworn. 
Another to be crop'd or torn. 
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And if you should, as you design. 

By course of law» recover mine ; 

You *re like, if you consider righl^ 

To gain but little honour b3r*t. 

For he that for his lady's sake 

Lays down his life, or limbs, at stake. 

Does not so much deserve her favour. 

As he that pawns his soul to have her. 

This y* 'ave acknowledg'd I have done. 

Although you now disdain to own ; 

But sentence what you rather ought 

To' esteem good service than a fault. 

Besides, oaths are not bound to bear 

That literal sense the words infer ; 

But, by the practice of the ag«. 

Are to be judg'd how far th' engage ; 

And where the sense by custom's checkf. 

Are found void and of none effect ; 

For no man takes or keeps a vow. 

But just as he sees others do ; 

Nor are th' oblig'd to be so brittle. 

As not to yield and bow a little : 

For as best-temper'd blades are found. 

Before they break, to bend qmte round; 

So truest oaths are s^ more tough. 

And, though they bow, are breaking proof. 

Then wherefore should they not be' allow'd 

In love a greater latitude ? 

For as the law of arms approves 

All ways to conquest, so should love's ; 

And not be tied to true or £klse. 

But make that justice that prevails: 

For how can that which is above 

All empire, high and nughty love. 



HITSIBBAS TO HIS LABT. 



369 



Submit its great prerogative 
To any other power alive ? 
Shall love, that to no crown ^ves place. 
Become the subject of a case ? 
The fui\damental law of Mature 
Be over-rul'd by those made after? 
Commit the censure of its cause 
To any, but its own great laws ? 
Love, that's the world's preservative. 
That keeps all soul* of things aUve ; 
Controls the mighty power of Fate, 
And gives mankind a longer date ; 
The life of Nature, that restores 
As fast as Time and Death devours : 
To whose free gift the world does owe, 
Not only earth, but heaven too : 
For love's the only trade that's driven. 
The interest of state in Heaven, 
Which nothing but the soul of man 
Is capable to entertain. 
For what can earth produce, but love. 
To represent the joys above ? 
Or who, but lovers can converse. 
Like angels, by the eye-discourse ? 
Address, and compliment, by vision; 
Make love, and court by intuition ? 
And burn in amorous flames as fierce 
As those celestial ministers ? 
Then how can any thing offend. 
In order to so great an end ? 
Or Heaven itself a sin resent. 

That for its own supply was meant ? 
That merits in a kind mistake, 
A pardon for the' offence's sake ? 
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Or if he did not, bat the cause 

Were left to the* injury of laws. 

What tyranny can disapprove 

There should be equity in love ? 

For laws that are inanimate^ 

And feel no sense of love or hate, 

That have no passion of their own. 

Nor pity to be wrought upon. 

Are only proper to inflict 

Bevenge, on criminals as strict : 

But to^ve power to forgive 

Is empire and prerogative ; 

And 'tis in crowns a nobler gem 

To grant a pardon than condemn. 

Their since so few do what they ought^ * 

'Tis great to' indulge a weD-meant fault i 

For why shoidd he who made address 

All humble ways, without successy 

And met with notlung in return 

But insolence, affronts, and scorO) 

Not strive by wit to countermine. 

And bravely carry his design ? 

He who was us'd so' unlike a soldier. 

Blown up with philtres of love-powder ; 

And, after letting bloody and purging, 

Condemn'd to voluntary scourging ; 

Alarm'd with many a horrid fright. 

And claw'd by goblins in the night; 

Insulted on, revil'd, and jeer'd. 

With rude invasion of his beard; 

And when your sex was foully scandall'd. 

As foully by the rabble handled ; 

Attack'd by despicable foes. 

And drubb'd with mean and vulgar blows ; 
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And, after all, to be debarred 
So much as standing on his g^ard ; 
When horses, being spurr'd and prick'd^ 
Have leave to kick for being kick'd ? 

^Or why should you, whose mother-wit» 
Are fumish'd with all perquisites ; 
That with your breeding teeth begin. 
And nursing babies that lie in. 
Be' allowM to put all tricks upon 
Our cully sex, and we use none ? 
We, who have nothing but frsul vows 
Against your stratagems to' oppose. 
Or oaths more feeble than your own. 
By which we are no less put down ? 
You wound, like Parthians, while you fly. 
And kill with a retreating eye; 
Retire the more, the more we press. 
To draw us into ambushes : 
As pirates all false colours wear. 
To' intrap the' unwary mariner ; 
So women, to surpiise us, spread 
The borrow'd flags of white and red ? 
Display 'em thicker on their cheeks. 
Than their old grandmothers, the Picts; 
And raise more devils with their looks^ 
Than conjurers' less subtle books : 
Lay trains of amorous intrigues. 
In tow'rs, and curls, and periwigs. 
With greater art and cunning rear'd. 
Than Philip Nye's thanksgiving beard ;* 

* Nye wa< a leading independent preacher, and one of the as- 
ternlHy of divines ; had the living of Acton, near IiondoDi and was 
verj. remarkaUe for the aiDgularitf of his beard* 
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I'repost'pously to* entice and g^ain 
Those to adore 'em they diadain ; 
And only draw 'em into clog. 
With idle names, a catalog^. 

* A lover is, the more he's brave. 
To' his mistress but the more a slave ; 
And whatsoever -she Conmiandsi 
Becomes a favour from her hands. 
Which he's oblig'd to' obeyj and must, 
Whether it be unjust or just. 
Then when he is compelled by her 
To' adventures he would else forbear. 
Who, with his honour can wiliistand. 
Since force is greater than command ? 
And when necessity's obey'd. 
Nothing can be ui^ust or bad : 
And therefore, when the mighty pow'rs 
Of Love, our g^reat ally, and your^s, 
Join'd forces not to be withstood 
By frail enamoured flesh and blood ; 
All I have done, unjust or ill. 
Was in obedience to your will. 
And all the blame that can be due 
Falls to your cruelty and you. 
Nor are those scandals I confess^d^ 
Agsunst my wiU and interest, 
More than is daily done, of course. 
By all men, when they're under force : 
Whence some, upon the rack, confess 
What the' hangman and their prompters pleaae : 
But are no sooner out of pain. 
Than they deny it all ag-aun. 
But when the devil turns confessor. 
Truth is a crime, he takes no pleasure 
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To hear or pardon^ like the founder 
Of liars, whom they all claim under : 
And therefore when I told him none, 
I think it was the wiser done. 
Nor am I without precedent. 
The first that on the' adventure went ; 
All mankind erer did of course. 
And daily does the same, or worse, 
^or what romance can show a lover. 
That had a lady to recover. 
And did not steer a nearer course. 
To fall aboard in his amours ^ 
And what at first was held a crime, 
lias tum'd to honorable in time. ' 
* To what a height did Infant Rome, 
By ravishing of women, come ? 
When men upon their spouses seizM, 
And freely married where they pleas'd. 
They ne'er forswore themselves, nor lied. 
Nor, in the mind they were in, died ; 
Nor took the puns to' address and sue. 
Nor play'd the masquerade, to woo : 
Disdain'd to stay for friends' consents. 
Nor juggled about settlements ; 
Did need no Ucence, nor no priest. 
Nor friends, nor kindred, to assist. 
Nor lawyers, to join land and money 
In the' holy state of matrimony. 
Before they settled hands and hearts, 
Till alimony,* or death parts ; 
Nor would endure to stay untU 
Th' had got the very bride's g^od will, 

* Alimony ii an aHowanee that the hw giyes a woman for feiMt* 
rate maintenance^ upon KTing from hev hatband. 
VOL. IX. I i 
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But took a wise and shorter course 

To win the ladies,— downright force ; 

And justly made 'em prisoners then. 

As they haye, often since, us men. 

With acting plays, and dancing jigs. 

The luckiest of all love's intrigfues ; 

And when they had them ait their pleasure^ 

They talk'd of love and flames at leisure ; 

For after matrimony's over. 

He that holds out hut half a lover. 

Deserves for every minute, more 

Than half a year of love hefbre ; 

For which the dames, in contemplation 

Of that best way of apphcation, 

Prov'd nobler wives than e'er were known. 

By suit or treaty, to be won; 

And such as all posterity 

Could never equal, nor come nigh. 

' For women first were made for men. 
Not men for them. — ^It follows, then. 
That men have rig^t to every one. 
And they no freedom of their own ; 
And therefore men have poVr to choose. 
But they no charter to refuse. 
Hence 'tis apparent that, what course 
Soe'er we take to your amours. 
Though by the indirectest way, 
'Tis no injustice nor foul play ; 
And that you ought to take that course. 
As we take you, for better* or worse. 
And gratefully submit to those 
Who you, before another, chose. 
For why should every savage beast 
Exceed his great JU»d'ft interest ? 
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Have freer pow'p than he, in Grace 
And Nature, o'er the creature has ? 
Because the laws he since has made 
Have cut off all the pow*r he had; 
Retrenched the absolute dominion 
That Nature gave him over women j 
When all his power will not extend 
One law 'of Nature to suspend; 
And but to offer to repeal 
The smallest clause, is to repel. 
This, if men rightly understood 
Their privilege, they would make good ; 
And not, like sots, permit their wives 
To' incroach on their prerogatives; 
I'or which sin they deserve to be 
Kept, as they are, in slavery : 
And this some precious Gifted Teachers^ 
Unreverently reputed Leachers, 
And disobey'd in making love. 
Have vow'd to all the world to prove. 
And make ye suffer, as you ought, 
I'or that uncharitable fault: 
But I forget myself, and rove 
Beyond th' instructions of my love. 
' Forgive me. Fair, and only blame 
The* extravagancy of my flame. 
Since 'tis too much at once to show 
Excess of love and temper too; 
All I have said that's bad and true, 
Was never meant to aim at you, 
Who have so sov'reign a control 
O'er that poor slave of your's, my soul* 
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That, rather than to forfeit you. 
Has ventur'd loss of heaven too ; 
Both with an equal pow'r possest. 
To render all that serve you blest : 
But none like him, who's destin'd either 
To have or lose you both together; 
And if you'll but this fault release, 
(For so it must be, since you please) 
I'll pay down all that vow, and more. 
Which you commanded, and I swore. 
And expiate, upon my skin. 
The' arrears in full of all my sin : 
For 'tis but just that I should pay 
The* accruing penance for delay. 
Which shall be done, until it move 
Your equal pity and your love.' 

The Knight, perusing this Epistle, 
Believ'd he 'ad brought her to his whistle. 
And read it, like a jocund lover. 
With great applause, to' himself, twice oyer ; 
Subscrib'd his name, but at a fit 
And humble distance, to his wit. 
And dated it with wondrous art, 
* Giv'n from the bottom of Ins heart :' 
Then seal'd it with his coat of love, 
A smoaking faggot — ^and above. 
Upon a scroll — * I bum, and weep,* 
And near it — * For her Ladyship, 
Of all her sex most excellent. 
These to her gentle hands present:' 
Then gave it to his faithful Squire, 
With lessons how to' observe and eye her. 
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She first considered which was better. 
To send it back, or bum the letter : 
But ^esang that it might import. 
Though nothing else, at least her sport. 
She open'd it, and read it out, 
With many a smUe and leering flout; 
Besolv'd to answer it in kind. 
And thus performed what she desig^'d. 
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LADY'S ANSWER 

TO TBE KJ^IGHT, 



< That you're a beast, and tum'd to grass. 

Is no strange news, nor ever was. 

At least to me ; who once, you know. 

Did from the pound replevin* you, 

When both your sword and spurs were won 

In combat by an Amazon; 

That sword that did, like Fate, detenmne 

The' inevitable death of vermin. 

And never dealt its furious blows. 

But cut the throats of pigs and cows. 

By Trulla was, in sin^^e fight. 

Disarmed and wrested from its knight. 

Your heels degraded of your spurs, 

And in the stocks close prisoners. 

Where stiU they 'ad lain, in base restrunt. 

If I, in pity' of your complaint. 

Had no^ on hon'rable conditions, 

Releas'd 'em from the worst of prisons ; 

And what return that favour met 

You cannot (though you would) forget; 

When, being free, you strove to' evade 

The oaths you had in prison made ; 

• Replenn is the idetangorcatUeorgiwdl diitnined, witb 
jnrety to v»wer Ike diitniiier's mir. 
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Forswore yourself, and first demed it. 
But after own'd, and justified it. 
And when ye *ad falsely broke one vow, 
Absolved yourself by breaking two : 
For while you sneakingly submit. 
And beg for pardon at our feet, 
Discourag'd by your guilty fears^ 
To hope for quarter for your ears. 
And doubting 'twas in vsdn to sue. 
You claim us boldly as your due ; 
Declare that treachery and force. 
To deal with us, is the' only course : 
We have no title nor pretence 
To body, soul, or conscience. 
But ought to fell to that man's share 
That claims us for his proper ware : 
These are the motives which, to' induce. 
Or fright us into love, you use ; 
A pretty new way of gaUanting, 
Between soliciting and ranting; 
like sturdy beg^gars, that intreat 
For charity, at once, and threat. 
But since you undertake to prove 
Your own propriety in Idte^ 
As if we were but lawful prize 
In war between two enemies. 
Or forfeitures which every lover. 
That would but sue for, might recover; 
It is not hard to understand 
The mystery of this bold demands 
That cannot at our persons aim. 
But something capable of clum. 

'Tis not those paltry counterfeit 
French stones, which in wxx ey€» you set. 
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But our right diamonds, that inspire 
And set your amorous hearts go. fire ; 
Nor can those false St. Martin's bead^ 
Which on our lips you lay for reds, 
And make us wear Uke Indian dames. 
Add fuel to your scorching flames; . 
But those true rubies of the rock. 
Which in our cabinets we lock. 
'Tis not those orient pearls, our teeth* 
That you are so transported with. 
But those we wear about our necks. 
Produce those amorous effects : 
Nor is't those threads of gold, ova* hair. 
The periwigs you make us wear. 
But those bright guineas in our chests. 
That light the wildfire in your breasts. 
These love-lncks I've been vers'd in so. 
That all their sly intrigues I know. 
And can unriddle, by their tones. 
Their mystic cabals, and jargones; 
Can tell what passions, by their sounds^ 
Pine for the beauties of my grounds; 
What raptures fond and amorous, 
O' the' charms and grais^f my hoQse ; 
What ecstasy and scorching flame, 
Bums for my money in my name; 
What, from the' unnatural desire 
To beasts and cattle, takes itis fire ; 
What tender sigh, and trickling tear, 
Long^ for a thousand pounds a-year; 
And languishing transports are fbnd 
Of statute, mortgage, bill, and bond. 

* These are the' attracts which most men Ml 
Enamour'dj at first dight, iritiutf ; 
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To these they* address with serenades. 

And court with balls and masquerades ; 

And yet, for all the yearning pain 

Ye *ave auffer'd for their loves in vain, 

I fear they'll prove so nice and coy. 

To have, and to hold, and to enjoy ; 

That all your oaths and labour lost. 

They'll ne'er turn Ladies of the Post. 

This is not meant to disapprove 

Your judgment, in your choice of love. 

Which is so wise, the greatest part 

Of mankind study 't as an art ; 

For love should, like a deodand,* 

Still fall to the' owner of the land ; 

And, where there's substance for its ground. 

Cannot but be more firm and sound. 

Than that which has the slighter basis^ 

Of airy virtue, wit, and graces. 

Which is of such thin subtlety. 

It steals and creeps in at the eye. 

And, as it can't endure to stay. 

Steals out again as nice a way. 

' But love, that its extraction, owns 
From solid gold and precious stones. 
Must, like its shining parents, prove 
As solid and as glorious love. 
Hence, 'tis you hjive no way to' express 
Our charms and graces but by these ; 
For what are lips, and eyes, and teeth, 
Which beauty' invades and conquers with. 
But rubies, pearls, and diamonds. 
With which, a philtre-love commands? 

* Any thing giyen or forfeited, for the pacification of dirine 
wrath. 
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* This is the way all parents prove 
In mana^ng their children's love. 
That force 'em t' intermarry and wed» 
As if th' were bvuying of the dead ; 
Cast earth to earth, as in the grave. 
To join in wedlock all they have. 
And, when the settlement's in force» 
Take all the rest for better or worse; 
For money has a power above 
The stars, and fate, to manage love. 
Whose arrows, learned poets hold. 
That never miss, are tip'd with gold. 
And though some say, the parents' claims 
To make love in their children's names. 
Who, many times, at once provide 
The nurse, the husband, and the bride ; 
Feel darts, and charms, attracts, and flames. 
And woo and contract in their names, 
And, as they christen, use to marry 'em. 
And, like their gossips, answer for 'em. 
Is not to give in matrimony. 
But sell and prostitute for money, 
'Tis better than thieir own betrothing. 
Who often do 't for worse than nothing ; 
And when they 're at their own dispose. 
With greater disadvantage choose. 
AU this is right ; but, for the course 
You take to do 't, by fraud or force, 
'Tis so ridiculous, as soon 
As told, 'tis never to be done ; 
^ No more tlian setters can betray. 
That tell what tricks they are to play. 
Marriage, at best, is but a vow, 
Wluch all men either break, or bow ; 
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Then what will those forbear to do. 

Who perjure when they do but woo ? 

Such a3 beforehand swear and lie. 

For earnest to their treachery ; 

And, rather than a crime confess. 

With greater strive to make it less : 

like thieves, who, after sentence past, 

Maintain their innocence to the' last ; 

And when their crimes were made appear. 

As plain as witnesses can swear; 

Yet, when the wretches come to die. 

Will take, upon their death, a lie. 

Nor are the virtues you confessed 

To* your ghostly fallier, as you guess'd^ 

So slight as to be justified. 

By being as shamefully denied ; 

As if you thought your word would pass, 

Point-blank, on both sides*of a case ; 

Or credit were not to be lost 

By' a brave Knight-errant of the Post, 

That eats perfidiously his word. 

And swears his ears through a two-inch board ; 

Can own the same thing, and disown. 

And perjure booty pro and con ; 

Can make the Gospel serve his turn. 

And help him out, to be forsworn ; 

When 'lis laid hands upon, and kist, 

To be betray'd and sold, like Christ. 

These are the virtues in whose name 

A right to all the world you claim. 

And boldly challenge a dominion. 

In Grace and Nature, o'er all women ; 

Of whom ao less will satisfy, 

Than all the 00X9 your tynumy : 
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Although you'll find it a hard province. 
With all your crafty frauds and covins,* 
Xo govern such a numerous crew. 
Who, one by one, now govern you ; 
For if you all were Solomons, 
And wise and great as he was once. 
You'll find they 're able to subdue 
(As they did him) and baflle you. 
* Alid if you are impos'd upon> 
'Tis by your own temptation done. 
That with your ignorance invite. 
And teach us how to use the sleight ; 
For when we find jr* are stiU more taken 
With false attracts of our own making. 
Swear that's a rose, and that's a stone. 
Like sot9, to us that laid it on. 
And what we did but slightly prime. 
Most ignorantly daub in rhyme. 
You force us, in our own defences, 
To copy beams and influences; 
To lay perfections on the gracesf 
And draw attracts upon our faces ; 
And, in compliance to your wit. 
Your own false jewels counterfeit. 
For by the practice of those arts 
We gain a greater share of hearts ; 
And those deserve in reason most. 
That greatest pains and study cost : 
For great perfections are, Uke Heav'n, 
Too rich a present to be given. 
Kor are those master-strokes of beauty 
To be perform'd without hard duty ; 

•Covin it tdeoeitfiil agveeiiMsit between two or moR^ to tbe 
injury of aoine other. 



■■ 
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Which, when they *re nobly done, and well. 

The simple natural excel. 

How fair and sweet the planted rose 

Beyond the wild in hedges grows ! 

For, without art, the noblest seeds 

Of flow'ijs degenerate into weeds : 

How dull and rugged, ere 'tis ground, 

And polish'd, looks a diamond ? 

Though Paradise were e'er so fair. 

It was not kept so wititiout care. 

The whole world, without art and dress, 

Would be but one great wilderness ; 

And mankind but a sarage herd, 

.For all that Nature has confer'd ; 

This does but rough-hew and design, 

Leaves Art to polish and refine. 

Though women first were made for men, 

Yet men were made for them again : * 

For when (out-witted by his wife) 

Man first tum'd tenant but for life, 

if women had not interven'd. 

How soon had manldnd had an end ! 

And that it is in being yet. 

To us alone you are in debt. 

And where*s your liberty of choice, 

And our unnatural No-voice ? 

Since all the privilege you boast. 

And falsely* usurp'd, or vainly lost. 

Is now our right ; to whose creation 

You owe your happy restoration. 

And if we had not weighty cause 

To not appear in making laws. 

We could, in spite of all yoiu* tricks, 

And shallow formal politic^, 

V0£. IX. K k 
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Force you our managements to' obey, 
As we to yours (in show) ^ve way. 
Hence 'tis that, while you vwnly strive 
To' advance your high prerogative. 
You basely, after all your braves, 
Submit and own yourselves our slaves ; , 
And 'cause we do not make it known. 
Nor publicly our interests own, 
like sots, suppose we have no shares 
In ordering you, and your aifairs, 
When aU your empire and command 
You have from us, at second-hand : 
As if a pilot, that appears • 
To at still only, while he steers. 
And does not make a no\se and sbr. 
Like every common mariner. 
Knew nothing- of the ca«l, nor star, 
A?d did notg^de th.ma^ of^ur: 
Nor we, because we don't appear 
In Councils, do not govern there ; 
While, like the mighty Prester John,* 
"Vrhose person none dares look upon, 
put is preserv'd in close disguise, 
From b'ing made cheap to vulgar eyes. 
We' enjoy as large a pow'r, unseen. 
To govern him, as he does men ; 
And, in the right of our Pope Joan, 
Make emperord at our feet fall down ; 
Or Joan de Pucelle'sf braver name. 
Our right to arms and conduct claim ; 

* Prester John, an abrolute prince, emperor of Abymfkia, or 
Ethiopia. One of them is reported to have had seventy king* for 
his vawaU, and so superb and arrogant, that none dur»t l«mk apon 
l^im without his permission. 

t Joan of Ar<s, caUed alio The Pucelki or MM qf Orleaiu* She 
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Who, though a spinster, yet was able 
To serve France for a Grand Constable.* 

* We make and execute aU laws. 
Can judge the Judges, and the Cause ; 
Prescribe all rules of right or wrong. 
To the' long robe, and the longer tongue, 
'Gainst which the world has no defence. 
But our more powerful eloquence. 
We manage things of greatest weight 
In all the world's affurs of state ; 
Are ministers of war and peace. 
That sway all nations how we please. 



was born tt the town of Damremi, on the Mease, daughter of 
Janiei tte Are and Isabella Romee ; was bred up a shepherdess in 
the country. At the age of eighteen or twenty she pretended to 
an express commiBsion from God tn go to the relief of Orleans, 
then .besieged by the Elnglish. and defended by John Comte de 
Dennis, and alnuMt reduced to the last extremity. She went to 
the coronation of Charles VII. when he was almost ruined. She 
knew that prince in the midst of his nobles, though meanly habited. 
The doctors of divinity, and members of parliament, openly de> 
dared that there was something supernatural in her conduct. She 
■ent for a sword, which lay in the tomb of a knight, which was be- 
hind the i|:reat altar of the church of St. Catherine de Forixns, 
upon the blade of which the croMt and Jleur tk lit were engraveo, 
which put the King in a very great surprise, in regard none besides 
himself knew of it : upon this he sent her with the command of 
tome troops, with which she n-lieved Orleans, and drove the Eng- 
lish from it. defeated Talbot at the battle of Pattai, and recovered 
Champagne. At last she was unfortunately taken prisoner in a 
aally at Champagne, in 1430, and tried for a witch or sorceress, 
condemned, and burnt in Rouen market-place, in May, 1430. 

* All this is a satire on King Charles n. who was governed so 
much by his mbtresses : particulariy this line seems to allude to his 
French mistress, the Dutehess of Portsmouth, given by that Court, 
whom she served in the important post of goToniing King Charles 
as they directed. 
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We rule all churches, and their flocks^ 

Heretical and orthodox. 

And are the heavenly rehieles 

O' th' spirits in all Conventicles : 

By us is all commerce and trade 

Improved, and manag'd, and decayed ; 

For nothing can go off so well. 

Nor bears that price, as what we 8eU» 

We rule in every public meeting. 

And make men do what we judge fitting : 

Are magistrates in all great towns. 

Where men do nothing but wear gowns. 

We make the man of war strike ssul. 

And to our braver conduct vail. 

And, when he 'as chas'd his enemies. 

Submit to us upon his knees. 

Is there an officer of state. 

Untimely rais'd, or magistrate. 

That's haughty and imperious? 

He's but a journejrman to us ; 

That, as he gives us cause to do't. 

Can keep him in, or turn him out. 

' We are your guardians, that increase. 
Or waste your fortunes how we please ; 
And, as you humour us, can deal 
In all your matters, ill or well. 

' 'Tis we that can dispose, alone. 
Whether your heirs shall be your own. 
To whose integrity you must. 
In spite of all your caution, trust ; 
And, 'less you fly beyond the seas. 
Can fit you with what heirs we please; 
And force you t' own them, though begotten 
By French yaldts, or Idah footmen. 



Nor can the i^orousest course o^ 

Frevfdl, unless to make us worse ; 

"Who, still the harsher we are us'd. 

Are further off from b'ing reduced. 

And scorn to' abate, for any ills. 

The least punctilios of our wills. 

J'orce does but whet our wits to* apply 

Arts, bom with us, for remedy. 

Which all your politics, as yet. 

Have ne'er been able to defeat: 

For, when y* *ave try*d all sorts of ways, 

What fools do we make of you' in plays ? 

While all the favours we afford, 

Are but to girt you with the sword. 

To fight our battles in our steads. 

And have your brains b^eat out o' your headf ; 

£ncounter, in despite of Nature^ 

And fight, at once, with fire and water. 

With pirates, rocks, and storms, and seas. 

Our pride and vanity to* appease ; 

Kill one another, and cut throats. 

For our good g^ces, and best thoughts ; 

To do your exercise for honour. 

And have your brains beat out the sooner; 

Or crack'd, as learnedly, upon 

Things that are never to be known ; 

And still appear the more industrious. 

The more your projects are prepost'rous; 

To square the circle of the arts. 

And run stai^ mad to show your parts; 

Expound the oracle of laws. 

And turn them which way we see cause f 

Be our solicitors and agents. 

And stand for us in aU engageme&tf . 
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* And these are all the mighty powers 
You vainly boast to cry dawn ours; 
And what in real value's wanting, 
Supply with vapouring and ranting : 
Because yourselves are terrified. 
And stoop to one another's pride. 
Believe we have as little wit 
To be out-hector'd, and submit : 
By your example lose that right 
In treaties which we gain'd in fight; 
And terrified into an awe. 
Pass on ourselves a Salique law ; 
Or, as some nations use, give place. 
And truckle to your mighty race ; 
het men usurp the' unjust dominion. 
As if they were the better women.'* 

* We aee after all, (lays Mr. Byron) that the 'Widow was to* 
cunning to be entrapped either by the threats or entreaties of the 
Knight's Epitile. AH his hypocritical pretences being thai disap- 
pointed, we may conjecture that he deemed them voaTi^aliie; a* 
we hear nothing furUier concerning them. 
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